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The Company ot Cain. 


I. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

Theke was once upon a time in a certain regi- 
ment a certain subaltern. He was, 1 believe, 
distinguislnd in war, but was not so distin- 
guished in the arts of peace. Thus he would, 
in the mess antechamber, clap the senior major 
on the back, and addressing him in endearing 
terms, w'ould invite him to quench his thirst. 
He w ouJd draw the colonel aside and tell him 
a quarter-gallery story, reserving nevertheless his 
more romantic anecdotes for guest-night and the 
presence of the bishop. He shunned regimental 
games, sports, and functions in general, except 
when he wished to compliment some lady friend. 
He frequented pcntecostal dance halls and by 
no means dubious bars. He could absorb an 
amazing amount of hquor without difficulty, but 
even the hardiest sometimes know defeat. His 
knowdedge of poker was extensive and peculiar, 
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and there were stories of stumer cheques. Alto- 
gether, when axeing began, Iiere was a clear case 
for the axe. Unfortunately, it might be eighteen 
months or so before the axe would fall, and in 
the meantime what was to be done ? The colonel 
could not bear to think what might happen in 
six months under such auspices in even the best 
conducted regiment, and be it remembered that, 
if there is a grave scandal in a regiment, it is 
on the officer commanding that falls the first 
and heaviest brunt of de]jartmcntal wrath. The 
colonel and the adjutant talked over the problem, 
and agreed that there was but ojie jemedy for 
present evils. 

The good old days in the army of elegant 
indolence are over and done, and tiie modern 
subaltern is expected to be an ex^^ert in about 
twenty different auxihary branches of military 
science. Instruction in these arts is conveyed 
at classes, held, of course, in various convenient 
centres, where junior officers from all over India 
are gathered together to sit at the feet of some 
belted Gamaliel for periods, it may be, of a few 
days, it may be, of some months. Here was the 
solution. The temporary gentleman w'as de- 
spatched to class after class. As soon as he 
returned, say, from musketry at Satara, he was 
forthwith hurried off to study signalling at 
Pachmarhi. It was calculated that in a couple 
of years he had traversed a distance equivalent 
to the periphery of the globe at the Equator, 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


3 


and had fully qualified in all jiossible subjects 
from machine-gunnery to field-cookery. Then 
the axe fell. 

It seems to me that the fate of tJiis subaltern 
is the fate of all of us. We, too, are obtainmg 
experience at lieavy cost, with much labour, and 
over a long period of time. Indeed, our harvest- 
time of experience extends f]om the cradle to 
tJie grave, for I suppose that even on our death- 
beds we shall pick up some valuable information 
as to sickroom appliances and the durability of 
domestic affection. Even in the best case what 
will be the use of it ? A glorified spirit ? To 
such a shining one what will it profit that he on 
earth has acquired great skill, say, in the art.s 
of love, or a curious and exclusive knowledge of 
the vintages of the Beaune district, or of the 
niceties of Greek accentuation ? All wasted, is 
it, like a child’s sum scrawled on a slate, which 
is wiped out when the class is dismissed 't 

It is, I sup])ose, evidence of the essential 
thriftiness of Nature that man has the instinct 
for writing biographies an<l autobiographies. “ I 
am about to perish,” says Balbus, “ and there 
are no walls where I am going. Let me at least 
record for the benefit of posterity what I did 
and suffered during my edificatory eareer.” This 
is very good of Balbus, but I do not thmk that 
posterity ever benefits much by the recorded 
experiences of others. We have each again to 
learn in the private school of our own bitter 
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experience how to comport ourselves in this 
phenomenal universe, and we can make little or 
no use of the facile Gradus of the admonitions 
of others. We might learn from Pepys not to 
be lecherous little grafters, from Lord Melcombc 
not to be Doddingtons, from St Simon not to 
be snobs, from Scott to avoid parasites and shady 
speculations, from Carlyle to sacrifice ' to the 
Graces, but Ave learn these things, if aa'c haAm to 
learn them and do learn them, from much less 
indulgent teachers. In the abstract, therefore, 
the Avriting of biographies, AA'hether of oneself or 
of others, aa'OuM seem to be a peculiarly useless 
form of literary cnilcavour. 

Yet such a AATiter is not AA’holJy to be con- 
demned. After all, something must be concedcnl 
to the AAmakness of human nature, and it is in 
accordance Avith the weakness of human nature 
that AA"e desire not Avholly to perish, but to leave 
some permanent memorial, so that men of all 
succeeding ages may kiiOAv at least that avc have 
lived. Even so does the half-day excursionist, 
visiting some dim and mysterious cathedral 
built for the ages, grave his insignificant name 
on the marble effigy of abbot and crusader. But 
Avhat about the reader ? One need not concern 
oneself much with the reader, for if he does not 
like a book or a class of book, the remedy is in 
his own hands. Experience, hoAvever, shows that 
there is no class of book more j)0])ular with fliat 
section of the reading public, A\ hich does not 
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confine itself exclusively to fiction, than memoirs 
and biographies. That this is so is due to our 
curiosity. Much of this curiosity is no- doubt 
the curiosity of a valet, idle and impertinent, 
and thesrefore not to be praised. We wish to 
know the secrets of the house not, like the 
hungry Greekling, to be feared, but to discover 
some scandal that we may convince ourselves 
that brave men and noble ladies arc, after all, 
not so much braver and nobler than ourselves. 
We are too proud to listen at doors, but we 
pay the eavesdropper his royalties. But there 
is a residuum of curiosity which is legitimate. 
Man will always be interested above all other 
things in man. Even those half-day excur- 
sionists, those scribblers of graffiti, Avho, decipher- 
ing with pain some name, some broken sentence, 
some gibe, some indecency does not feel the 
touch of some sentiment, some feeling of kinship 
in humanity, some wistfulness in seeing the work 
of these idle hands so long ago white ashes. 
And our work ? 

And if such sympathy be natural with a man 
who has left behind him only such faint and 
foolish vestiges, is it not greater when it is given 
to us to watch the career of any man from birth 
to the grave ? “ Here,” we may say, “ is a 

man, my brother, purblind and crippled maybe, 
but still a man, struggling in the tide of circum- 
stance, doomed to destruction no doubt, but 
able to struggle valiantly to the last, if he have 
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the will . . . even as we are ... let us see what 
he wall make of it.” Thus no doubt the gladiator 
on his ' day off Avatched from his reserved seat 
with keen interest the manoeuvres of Retiarius 
and Secutor. 

Nor does the interest of the narrative depend 
much on Avhetlier the hero has played a part in 
great affairs. Life is a tragedy, not a melodrama. 
To the writer of melodrama, of course, gore and 
nothing but gore is necessary and sufiicient, but 
a tragedian can write a gi-eat drama about a 
sore toe. By all means, if the groundlings udsh 
it, let the slain C;esar wallow'^ in blood ; but 
what interests the tragedian is to trace the 
thought of Brutus springing from a tiny germ, 
fostered here, checked there, but ever constantly 
pressing forward to the red sunlight of tyranni- 
cide. But the analysis here necessary does not 
need that the thought should take form in the 
murder of an eini)eror ; the analysis might be 
equally subtle if the central fact was the rape 
of a backet. We ar(5 all of us actors, and actors 
on a tragic stage, Avdth inevitabk* death at the 
fall of the curtain, and we have no mean auditmcie. 
Each of us, therefore, is the ]n’otagonist in his 
own tragedy, and the argument of that tragedy 
is always the losing or the saving of a soul. 
But what is the price of a soul in the devil’s 
mart ? An empire ? A million of money ? 
Thirty pieces of silver ? A bit of ribbon ? A 
girl’s laugh ? John Smith of Beckham has a 
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soul to save or to lose, and the will and power 
to save or lose it, just as much as Othello or 
Hamlet or Napoleon or the Kaiser, ancj if we 
are hot as interested in his struggles, his defeats 
and failures, as in those of the magnanimous 
and picturesque heroes, that is not the fault of 
the tragedy but of the tragedian. The most 
interesting biographical books in Enghsh are the 
‘ Diary ’ of Pe])ys and the ‘ Letters ’ of Walpole. 
Both, it is true, were spectators of great events, 
and recorded them to the admiration of pos- 
terity ; but if these j)urple patches were removed 
from the works in which they are embedded, 
‘ Diary ’ and ‘ Letters ’ would not be a whit 
less interesting than they now are. That a man, 
therefore, has not been an actor in great events 
should be no bar to his trying his fortune as a 
w riter of memoirs. 

Such waitings have, moreover, not only a 
value as being records of a tragedy, they have 
also what may be called a comic value. They 
are valuable, that is, as recording for the benefit 
of posterity tbe customs, ideas, and mental sur- 
roundings of men of past generations and of 
states of society which have perished. It is 
legitimate to inquire in what sort of world our 
ancestors lived, lest we may unwittingly do 
them an injustice. Wlio, for instance, can doubt 
that we should appreciate more highly the strange 
civilisation of the Byzantines had we the same 
materials on which to form our judgment as we 
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have in the case of the Athenians and the earlier 
Romans ? I could wish that we had the camp 
diary, however rough, of one of the veterans of 
the Tenth Legion, that we might compare it 
with the journals of the sergeants of the Grand 
Army and with those of the men of the -Penin- 
sular War. Thus I regret that in modern times 
none of those who have served the Crown in 
British India have thought fit to recortl their 
adventures. The consequence of this shortage 
is that, even now, the general public has little 
idea of the nature of the employment of such 
officers, and thinks of them as smug bureaucrats 
installed, like so many little Noahs, in comfort- 
able arks of offices, engaged not indeed in fodder- 
ing giraffes and chaperoning rabbits, but in fill- 
ing up forms and consulting files, vhile the tide 
of destruction roars around them ; or as resolute 
adulterers ; or as veritable fathers of their 
people, riding on elephants and clamouring for 
brandy -pawnee, and for curry and mulhgatawiiy 
hot as hell. If such be the opinion of contem- 
poraries, how erroneous will be the opuiiou of 
posterity when, as soon must be the case, the 
Indian services are thoroughly Indianised, and 
new men with new ideas and ideals fill the old 
posts ? As things stand at present our grandsons 
will know less about tin- life of a society whicli 
will then have vanished for ever than they will 
know about the society of the West Indians in 
the heyday of their prosperity, of the life of the 
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Irish gentry in the days of the Protestant ascend- 
ancy, of the life of the nobles of the Ancient 
Regime, less perhaps than they know of the 
lives of the contemporaries of Cicero and Aristo- 
phanes. I hope that before it is too late we 
shall find our Lewis, our Barrington, our Marbot, 
or at least our fictitious Crequy. 

This part I cannot play. In the first place, 
my hfo^ias not been typical of the life of my 
brgffiCTS. Among other things, I have passed 
my days, not so much in the arena as in the 
wings, hearing and seeing events, but not a 
participant in them. Thus my fife has been one 
of observation and reflection, and not one of 
action. But if it should be of interest to the 
men of this or of future generations to know 
what I thought about the actions of others, I 
am very much at their service. I myself find 
much more interest in what may be called sub- 
jective memoirs than in the memoirs which 
relate merely things done, however stirring and 
important they may be. After all, what in general 
wc wish to know is not so much what a man 
did as why he did it — that is, what he was. 
For instance, A kills B. We do not know from 
the mere fact thus reported whether A was a hero, 
a fanatic, a madman, or a common cut-throat. 
We can only knoAV what he was if he wfil tell us 
why he did it. We must wait, that is, for a man 
to speak before wc can know whether we ought 
to praise, condemn, or pity him for his action. 
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Another circumstance which would make me 
shrink from writing a formal autobiograpljy, if 
I were* ordered by the Amphictyons so to do, is 
the egoism of the form. Certainly the form 
which is most free from this reproach is what 
maj^ be called the unconscious autobiography, 
where the life of the author is recorded in letters 
written with no view to publication, or in diaries 
written only for the eye of tlie writir. Here the 
egoism (though it exists) is not obtrusive, and is 
pardonable. In the formal autobiography the 
egoism is generally offensive, though there are 
cases where we forget it, because it evokes the 
very personality of the writer, and the person- 
ality so evoked is masterful and dramatic, as in 
tlie case of the saintly Firoz Shah and the far 
from saintly Cellini. So inseparable is egoism 
from this form of book that where it is absent 
the value of the work suffers, as in the case of 
the modest and knightly Roberts. This egoism 
is not only offensive on grounds of taste, but it 
is apt to make the work in winch it a])pears 
exceedingly dubious as an authority. I do not 
say that peo]}le who write formal autobiographies 
lay themselves out to deceive th(' public, or that 
in general they write otherwise than hi perfecit 
good faith ; but such people are in effect plead- 
ing at the bar of posterity, and the mythopocic 
faculty is also at vmik. Thus such men will 
make out a case for themselves, unpleasant inci- 
dents will be omitted, mistakes palliated, crimes 
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suppressed, evidence garbled, friends praised, 
enemies libelled, so that, for example, the his- 
torians' of the next millennium, if, relying solely 
on the memoirs of the leaders of the human 
race during the war years, they should at(' %pt 
to write the history of the last war, woulcK d 
themselves as sadly to seek as those who atte\ 
to extract from the speeches of ^Eschines aiy 
of Demosthenes “ On the Crown,” the true tale 
of the fall of Athens. If there is not this defect, 
there is one which is even worse. Here the 
author admits and exaggerates his faults, errors, 
and basenesses with a sort of despairing ejm- 
icism, giving here again a false impression of his 
character. 

He who would avoid these reproaches is driven 
into devious ways. He might propose as nominal 
hero of his memoirs some Richard Roe, and 
assign to liim adventures which had as a matter 
of fact happened to himself or to his trust- 
worthy informants, being careful so to confuse 
the sources that it would not be possible for 
any person, not in his true confidence, to ascer- 
tain which actions were to be attributed to the 
writer himself, and which to his friends. More- 
over, it should be possible by shght but im- 
I)ortant changes in the names of persons and 
places, in the dates of events, and in subsidiary 
details in general so effectively to disguise the 
facts, that the uninstructed reader might, if he 
wished, regard the narrative as wholly fictitious. 
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Nevertheless the tale would be the truth, and 
the whole truth, at least so far as any recorded 
fact can be true. In such a way the author 
might hope to avoid the reproaches of egoism, 
the disgust caused by the perpetual repetition of 
I — I — I, the special pleading, the improper allot- 
ment of praise or blame, and all the other defects 
which I have noted as incidental to tills form. 
In such a book the author might hope that the 
incidents recorded would be interesting, and that 
the opinions recorded would be revelatory, so 
that the whole work might be of some value as 
a reeord, not so much of what was done, as of 
wily it was done. It is this which, as I have 
said, seems to me the principal value of such 
records, where the author has not taken part as 
a principal in any very important affairs. 

An objection may be taken to this device on 
the ground that such fictitious memoirs are mis- 
leading, and really come into the category of 
forgeries. Thus two or three of Defoe’s im- 
postures have misled serious historians, and it 
is even now by no means certain how far ‘ The 
Adventures of Robert Drury ’ are a good authority 
for the early history of Madagascar. But not 
every one can or would be a Defoe, and the 
objection is only valid when the fictitious memoirs 
are intended to mislead, and mislead as to the 
truth of important events. It is not valid when 
the fictitious history deals only with the trivial 
adventures of an unimportant individual. Thus 
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to forge the memoirs of Claverhouse or Carstares 
would have been for a contemporary a serious 
outrage on Clio, but he who from the garrul- 
ity of twenty old broken Amalekites collected 
materials for the history of Creichton performed 
a service acceptable to that Muse. 

What, then, I propose to myself to do is to 
jot down from time to time events which have 
happened to mo or to persons in whose truthful- 
ness I have confidence. The facts themselves 
wUl be true, though the details may be fictitious 
or altered. I shall record my own opinions as 
I have formed them gradually on consideration 
and reconsideration of the facts. I hope thus 
to redeem the Indian services from the reproach 
of bureaucracy by showing that the Indian 
official did take a first-hand, human, and personal 
interest in the fellow-subjects whose affairs he 
administered, to help the EngUshman who may 
read these pages to a better understanding of his 
Indian fellow-citizen, and to record for the benefit 
of posterity the experiences of a humble member 
of a great company banded together on a splen- 
did but futile adventure. 
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II. 

THE OFFICE OF A JUDGE. 

Dt:rin(.; |.);u't of luy s<^rvice, says iny hero, I 
was a jiiflge. District aiiJ Sessions -Judges in 
India have an extensive juiisiiiction. They, 
sitting alon(5. decide ail ajjpc'ais in civil matters, 
with a few lixceptions. They iiavi' a large 
ordinary original jurisdiction, and a very large 
extraordinary jurisdiction, ’ocijig Courts of first 
instance in matters of jirohate, guardianship, 
insolvency, liquidation, and many the like, being 
matters which are most conveniently dealt with 
at lu'adquarters. In tlieir criminal jurisdiction 
they can [lass any legal sentence, and therefore 
try as original CouiFs all the most serious offences. 
An appeal lies to them from the; sentences of 
many of the inferior Criminal Courts of their 
District. They exercise this jurisdiction m mat- 
ters arising within their territorial administra- 
tive area or District, which has on the average 
an area of about five thousand miles and a 
population of a million and a half. They do not 
in general go on circuit, and for the most part 
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liold their Court permanently in the cliief town 
of the jurisdictional area. 

Subordinate to the District or Civil Judge arc 
judges of smaller areas. These arc almost in- 
variably Indians, and were till recently. recruited 
from the office establishment of the District 
Judge. Recently appointments have been made 
from practising lawyers, on the analogy of the 
British practice in the ease of the County Courts. 
Subordinate to the Sessions or Criminal Judge 
(who is always the same person as the District 
rludgc) are magistrates, who are of varymg 
grades, the loAver grades being almost all Indians, 
while there are a certain number of Europeans 
in the higher grades. The magistrates are in 
general stipendiary (though honorary magistrates 
exist), and in general perform in addition to 
their magisterial work executive functions. This 
corps of magistrates, in some ways subordinate 
to the Sessions Judge, is yet also in some way 
subordinate to the District Magistrate or (Iliiet 
Executive Head of the District, who was, till 
recently, almost always a civilian, and usually 
a European. 

One fine morning, says my hero, I found 
myself appointed to one of fiiose posts in the 
Judicial Department, the occupants of which 
rise in due time and by weight of seniority to 
a judgeship. I was not flattered. In those days 
and in that province Government regarded judge's 
as necessary evils, and judicial duties as being 
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of that nature which no one could perform well, 
and which any one could perform passably. 
The Government was, after all, an Executive 
body, and in India the Executive Government 
is excessively liable to the control of the Courts. 
The Executive officers can be restrained by 
injunction from performing acts which to them 
seem necessary and indeed essential ; heavy 
damages can be awarded against the Govern- 
ment if it or its local officers have without legal 
authority invaded the rights of the subjects ; 
its rebels and traitors can be restored to a new 
sphere of activity if the Government cannot 
prove to the satisfaction of the Court that they 
are rebels and traitors ; dangerous and desperate 
crimmals can be let loose to ravage the country- 
side anew if their legal advisers can at some 
point of the long train of investigations and 
trials, in which is frittered aw'ay judicial efficacy, 
convince some sympathetic tribunal that the 
evidence is false or that the letter of the law 
has not been broken. This is all as it should 
be, no doubt, if there is to be any liberty under 
an autocracy ; but the Government could not 
be expected to approve with whole-hearted ap- 
probation the eft’orts of its own servants to 
embairass its operations, and had a suspicion, 
now and then not without excuse, that it was 
not the spirit of justice so much as the Depart- 
mental spirit of jealousy and ill-will which in- 
spired those efforts. The judges were, after all, 

B 
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set there in part to form a check on the Execu- 
tive, and it is not a matter for surprise that 
the Executive resented being checked, and that 
the judiciary apphed the check too harshly and 
capriciously. The result was that the Executive 
Government tliought for some time that the 
worst of its servants, those who were unfitted 
for the responsibilities of Executive jiower, were 
most suitable for the judicial service. The result 
was that no one of ambition or energy w as at 
all willing to enter this branch of the service, 
and that the Government was forced to resort 
to conscription instead of to selection. It is 
true that an able though unambitious man who 
wished for leisure and a sedentary lift^ niiglit 
not too much resent this conscription, and also 
tliat from time to time the suprcim' judicature! 
of the ])rovincc, alarmed at the hanrls into which 
was passing the ])rincipal jurisdiction in the 
provinces, remonstrated and insisted on the field 
of choice being widened ; it is tru(! also tJiat 
from time to time Government dc'clared as its 
jDolicy the resolution to pass all its offi(‘.ers through 
a period of judicial service. Nevertiu'less tlieio 
was for long this slur on th(! Jltjpartment, and 
an officer suddenly appointed t(j tlie judicial 
branch of the service was inclijicd to make 
private inquiries as to what fault ho had com- 
mitted which ^v as thought worthy of so heavy 
a punishment. 

Once in the Department the judge was left 
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severely to himself. He liad his precedence 
under the Royal warrant, and might, if he lived 
and had luck, look forward to a seat in the 
Chartered High Court ; but he was not to expect, 
even at -the entl of his service, any decoration 
or honour or any lucrative or honorific aj)point- 
tnent. Even the semi-olficial courtesies of guber- 
natorial hospitalii.y were rarely extended to him. 
All this was as it should be, for a title-limiting 
judge, always on the look-out for extraordinary 
promotion oi' favourable treatment at the divi- 
sion of th(^ sj)oils, always haunting lobbies and 
aiitcchamlx'i's in search of his i)rey, would be 
indeed a ]ilienomenon of very evil omen to the 
subject, lint the total and abysmal separation 
between tlie principal Executive' officers and the 
principal judicial officers of a, ])rovhioe did not 
lessen the Departmental s})irit. and led to the 
erroneous idea that there u as a gre^at gulf fixed 
by nature itself between the office of the judge, 
which is to enfoice th<‘- law, and that of the 
Executive officer, which is to administer the law. 

Neglected thus and mistrusted thus by the 
Government of ivliicli he was a servant, the 
judge did not find himself over well tz’cated by 
his immediate superiors, the Charteied High 
Coui't. The judges of the Chartt'nui High Court 
were ('ithei' barristers appoint ('d by tiu! Home 
Government, for al)ility and for subordinate 
political services to a distant ofiic.c' which was 
and is honorable and was lucrative, or civilians 
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who had risen to the top of the cadre of District 
Judges. Neither of these classes looked with 
much favour on the District Judges. The bar- 
risters had the professional and sacerdotal con- 
tempt for the amateur and unordained,- and the 
civilians were apt to dissociate themselves from 
the ruck from which they had risen. Thus at 
certain epochs, under the presidency of certain 
Chief Justices, and in certain provinces, District 
Judges were treated by the High Courts with 
a sort of harsh jeering insolem^c, which may 
have been merited, but which ihd not add to 
the confidence of the public in the officers so 
treated, and for which it would certamly have 
been very difficult to find any precedents in 
England. 

In spite of these disadvantages, says my hero, 
I was not sorry to enter the judicial service. If 
any man says that he does not hke wealth and 
position and honour, he is in general a saint 
or a liar, and I have no wish to compete; with 
Epictetus or Ananias. Nevertheless these things 
may be purchased at too higJi a rate, and it 
seemed to mo from a very (;arly period that 
the best gift that life could bestow was a philo- 
sophical tranquillity, and this cannot well be 
preserved by him who pursues Acealth and worldly 
honour. Moreover, I was extremely doubtful as 
to my abihties in execution ; on an emergency 
I thought I could do well, but even in India the 
life of an administrative officer is not made u]) 
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of emergencies, but calls for a continual watch- 
fulness, and a sustained interest in what aj)j)ear 
to be petty and tedious details of routine adtuinis- 
tration, which I felt 1 iniglit not be able to 
develop. . Yet he Avho relaxes for long his watch- 
fulness over his subordinates, and wlio loaves 
what appear to be petty and tedious details of 
routine administration to the fidelity and ability 
of overtrusted subordinates, will, in India at any 
rate, find an abyss [>resently o])ening beneath 
his feet, and will then discover that throughout 
the jfieasant and ])rosperous years of dearly- 
bought tranquillity the ])eople for Avhom he has 
b('on responsible have been victims of unbridled 
opjjression and rapacity. 

As a judge one woidd have few and simple 
responsibilities. One would have fixed hours of 
woT'k, and in gcmeral those hours would not be 
over numerous. Time would thus be given for 
study and for re (lection. A District Judge is 
encouraged to tour for part of the year, and one 
would not thus be for ever confined to head- 
quarters and the four vvaills of the Court, but 
would have access to the masses of the people. 
There were also reasons of health and domestic 
reasons. So 1 accepted my fate without undue 
repining. 

But it may be asked Avhat about qualifications ? 
The responsibilities of a judge are few and simple, 
but they are heavy. What training, what study 
had been yours ? This is a reasonable question. 
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and the only answer that can be given is that 
I had had little or none. But in those days it 
was not very necessary or, indeed, desirable 
that a District Judge should be a great lawyer. 
His duties were twofold. He had to correct the 
mistakes and to preserve the integrity of his 
subordinates, and he had to record clear find- 
ings of fact for the benefit of his su])criors. He 
must, therefore, be intelligent and vigilant, acute 
to discern sophistries, and penetrating to reach 
the kernel of truth through innumerable integu- 
ments of misleading details. The judgments 
over which he sat in appeal, and the judgments 
which he himself submitted to the superior 
Courts were in writing, and he had therefore 
ample time to refresh his incmoiy of the law^ 
aijplicablc to each case. A few months of such 
occasional study would instruct liim sufficiimtly 
in all the brandies of the law' wliich were neces- 
sary for him. As regards his duties as a Criminal 
Judge he Avas already experienced in trying 
criminal cases, for he had beem doing that foi’ 
some hours every day for years, and it is no 
more difficult to try a man for a flagitious murder 
than it is to try him for steahng a coujile of 
chickens. It is, in fact, easier, for AA'here tliere 
is an accused murderer tlieie is in general a 
corpse, so it is clear that at least there has 
been a murder, Avhereas in the case of an alleged 
chicken -thief there may be, and often is, neither 
chickens nor theft nor thief ; but the wdmle 
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tragic story is a concoction and a conspiracy 
from beginning to end. In criminal matters 
also the Sessions Judge was exposed to the 
rigorous control of the High Court, and he might 
tlius err with more boldness, knowing that his 
mistakes wore certain of correction by a re- 
visional tribunal which could look at tlic case 
as a whole. In truth, in those days a District 
and S(*ssions Judge exerciscfl the functions rather 
of a juryman tlian of judge, and need knoAV no 
more law tlian was sufficient to direct himself. 

I have, as a mattoi' of fact, found that those 
judges who vere or became great jurists were 
ajit to be unsuccessful as District Judges. The 
letter of the law was so important to them that 
they were apt to forget the s])irit, and they were, 
moreover, so astute in aiiplying the law to the 
facts that they sometimes neglected to ascertain 
what the facts were. Tlie amateur judge is not 
to be desjused. It was amateur judges who 
built up the foundations of the tn o great systems 
now ap])lied to all civilised mankind — the Roman 
pi'ietoriaii laav and English equity. The funda- 
mental principles of equity arc few^ and sinqile. 
The difficulty lies in their ajiplication to civilised 
communities, where the problems which must 
be solved are numerous and complicated. In 
th(,‘ country districts of India no such compli- 
cated problems existed ; the difficulty before 
the jxidge was merely to reconcile the claims of 
natural equity with the requirements of the 
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written law, and it was well for such a judge not 
to faU into the besettmg sin of the learned jurist, 
who regards the written code as the beginning 
and end of human justice, and pays it a servile 
adoration which should be paid only to the 
divine oracles. 

A judge is certainly bound to administer the 
law as he finds it, but he is wise, I think, if he 
remembers that the justice of which we boast 
so much is, after all, too often injustice. Hoav 
can it be otherwise when general rules are applied 
to particular cases V Yet there must be general 
rules, or all decisions of right must be arbitrary, 
and in view of the fallibility of human nature, 
and especially of human nature in authority, 
the less scope which is given for the discretion 
of him who has to decide on questions of right 
the better. Foolish travellers and ignorant ad- 
mirers of what is new praise the justice of the 
imagined Oriental Kazi, or the tribunal of work- 
ing men ; but he who has had experience of 
such unfettered or tumultuaTy Aieepagi would 
rather trust his liberty and property to t he most 
barbarous regular tribunal. It is this consideia- 
tion which reconciles a judge to his conscience, 
when, as he mu.st often do, he sentences to death 
some man who has done no more than any man 
would do in his place, or .strips of his proj)erty 
in favour of some a.stute s^vindler some honest 
and deluded rustic, d’hesc tilings are the duty 
of the judge, but he .should not plume himself 
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on these exploits, and he should not regard the 
law which bids him perform them as an assessor 
of the throne of God. Let him not stay outside 
the four corners of his legal powers, but let him, 
within those limitations, as far as possible protect 
innocence and punish the Avrongdoer. But this 
is a lesson which a mere jurist finds hard to 
learn, and unfortunately judicial poAvcr in India 
has long been passing more and more into the 
hands of mere jurists. 

The judiciary in India are generally respected 
for their independence and jmrity. Even in the 
lowest ranks of tlic Indian jAuheiary, though the 
tem])tation to make illicit gain by their office 
is very great, f;orru])tion is ]Ara(‘tical]y uiiknoAvn. 
On the other hand, the office, and morci especially 
that part of the office Avhicli executes decrees, 
being for long underpaid and ex})osed to severe 
tem])tation, is notoiiously coiTupt. Judges strive 
in vain against this evil, for it is almost im- 
possible to obtain trustAAorthy and definite in- 
formation, the truth being that a coiTupt office 
is a convenience to all parties, and the feAv aaIio 
are manly enough to refuse to pay bribes, tips, 
and commissions to bailiffs and sheriff’s officers 
yet dare not offend this class of officer. The 
public, therefore, and particularly the litigating 
pul)lic, is apt to accuse the inertia of the judge 
for an evil Avhich is due rather to the weakness 
or Avorse of their legal advisers. 

The judiciary in India is, as I have said, free 
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from corruption, but judges are sometimes, though 
they know it not, susceptible to indirect influence. 
A judge, if he is to retain his reputation for 
integrity, is well advised if he mixes httle in 
general society, and does not admit to his friend- 
ship any one, Indian or European, who can 
possibly have any connection with any business 
to be transacted in his Court. This admonition 
is contrary to modern itleas, but it is based on 
the observation and experience of many years. 
The pubhc will never be convinced that a part\', 
or the pleader of a party, who is on terms of 
intimacy with a judge will not use the op])or- 
tunity to pull strings, to work bchmd the scenes, 
to slip here a hint and h(*re a suggestion into the 
mind of the judge, to apply in fact thci ^\hole 
elaborate but clumsy diplomacy of the Oriental 
to attain that end which he might, perhaj)s, 
equally well attain by honourable and slraight- 
forward means. How far this oj)iuion of tlio 
public is justitied I shall not say, but a judge 
is wise who avoids not only bias but the sus- 
picion of bias. 

Such, then, is the nature of the judicial oflice 
in India, and it wiU be seen that that oflice 
differs, or rather perhaps diffenuJ, in many re- 
spects from the judicial oflic(' as exercised in 
England. Such as is this oflice I filled it for 
many years, and I propose now to relate certain 
things which I liave seen and heard while filling 
that office. The present volume will be devoted 
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to an account of certain murder cases, Avhicli 
fell, of course, witLin that sphere of the judicial 
power which is directed to the puiiishmerft of 
crime. 1 shall, therefore, conclude this intro- 
ductory section by an account of the Indian 
Criminal Lan', and l\v a consideration of the 
crime of murder. 
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III. 


CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 

I'r is the duty of a judge to ascertain whether 
such persons as are arraigned before him are 
criminals in the terms of their indictment, and 
if so, to punish tliem according to the law. This 
no less and no more, is the duty of the judge, 
and if he does tliat well and wisely he has done 
all that is required of him. But having done 
that, and reflecting over tilings out of office 
hours, he is sometimes led into a perplexing 
tangle of thought. He knows what a criminal 
is : a criminal is one who has broken the penal 
law of the fState, and it is no business of the 
judges to inquire whether the man legally guilty 
is also morally guilty. But why do we inflict 
punishment ? The answer to this question varies 
and has varied, but no very satisfactory answer 
has yet been giv'en. 

Originally crime was sin, and a criminal was 
a pollution highly likely to bring down the 
divine Avrath on the community Acliich tolerated 
his existence. No one avouIcI iioav admit this 
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idea as the basis of the science of penology, but 
it is more vital than is supposed, though it rarely 
advertises its subconscious existence, except pci - 
haps in the case of a peculiarly flagitious murder 
oi' some very dangerous form of treason. Mrs 
Thompson, who was more a theoretical than a 
practical murderess, and more of a ])lay-actrcss 
than either, was, I apprehend, an c^xample of 
such an atoning sacrifice. 

In the Middle Ages the administration (jf 
criminal justice was one of the most lucrative 
financial tlevices of the Crown. In these' elays, 
however, the amounts collected in this way are 
insignificant to a CTOvernment w hich can at its 
will levy income tax and d('ath duties. So 
except, I suppose, in some eo\mties in England, 
where heavy exactions are levied under absurd 
and obsolete laws on motorists, tlu* fiscal aspect 
of criminal justice may be neglected. Never- 
theless, both tlie fiscal and sacenhjtal history of 
punishment have left their vestiges. The j)riest- 
hoods have always loved to surround their 
activities with forms and niysteries, and a com- 
munity of wealthy men will be anxious that 
the ruler should not under cover of the adminis- 
tration of justice ])lunder wealthy men at his 
arbitrary pleasure. Hence the cieation of ad- 
mirable safeguards, and the devcloj^ment of 
chicane not so admirable, which in most civilised 
countries render criminal justice not so much a 
means whereby crime is punished as a sj)orting 
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contest, under the auspices of a benevolent 
referee, between the coininunity and the in- 
dividual. 

The hypocrisy of the moderns avers tJiat the 
main object of criminal justice is the reform of 
the crimnial. Our modem systems do, no doubt, 
in certahi cases and to a limitcfl extent work 
tlxis sanative mii’aclc, but only jierhaps at the 
expense of strengthening the power of tempta- 
tion in other eases. But the determined crimmal 
is not rcformable while left in life, and if ho 
were, our penal systems are not calculated to 
reform him. To deter a man fjom committing 
crime is one- tiling, i.o render him averse from 
crime is quite another. To bring about the 
latti'f result it is necessary to re-edify his moral 
system, and te> turn him from a bad citizen 
into a good citizen. But a citizen is, after all, 
a man, and man must, if he is to do well, be 
treated like a man. Now to be shut up in a 
cage and fed I’egularly may be very agreeable 
to a parrot, but it is not agreeable to the nature 
of man ; and Avlien, in addition to this confine- 
ment, there is added celibacy, cold, darkness, 
routine, monotony, and discipline, tliis seclusion 
is very jirojier to turn a man into a devil, Avliich 
I apprehend is not the first step in the process 
of maldng good citizens. Reform cannot be 
woiked by mechanical means from without, and 
probably not by any human agency. 

But is it necessary to punish olTenders in order 



32 THE COMPANY OF CAIN 

to deter others ? To this the offender might 
reply, like the kazi in Saadi, that he was not 
the only one who has committed this offence 
— punish some one else ! It is clear, moreover, 
how this principle clashes with the remains of 
the fiscal and sacerdotal principles to \vhicli I 
have above aUuded. For to deter it is necessary 
to punish crime quickly, certainly, and in exact 
proportion to the offence. But our procedure 
is well calculated to give the wealthy and ])ower- 
ful offender every chance of escape, and lends 
to the operations of the law all the jileasing 
uncertainty of a sj)orting event ; and I ap])re- 
hend that the escai)c of one notorious criminal, 
through the loopholes of the law, is a greater 
encouragement to the embryo criminal than the 
punishment of a thousand small men is a de- 
terrent. Be it remembered, moreover, that what 
may be called an amateur criminal rarely thinks 
of himself as a criminal at all. Such a man will 
cast eyes of concupiscence on the governess, and 
order in another drum of weed-killer, and yet 
will express proper horror of the crimes of a 
Crippen. 

Punishment is also inflicted in order that the 
State may anticipate private vengeance, and 
may render otiose extreme measures of private 
defence. In most civilised communities the State 
is able, on the whole, to perform these duties 
efficiently, and the citizens of such a State, 
therefore, have httle or no idea of how important 
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these duties are. The penologists of the present 
day, therefore, are apt to neglect this considera- 
tion. I shall return to the subject later. 

Although, therefore, there is much doubt why we 
punish criininals, tlierc is little doubt, except in the 
mind of some subversives, that criminals should 
be punished. The subversives would not punish 
OT-ijiie, Imt, regarding crime as a symptom, would 
eliminate the criminal. Thus one does not ampu- 
tate a gangrened finger bt^cause it is gangrened, 
but for fear that it may coiTU])t the whole body. 
Similarly, refusing to pander to the evil passion 
of \iudietiveness, the subversive does not hang 
his burglar for the burglary committed, but de- 
ducing from the burglary committed that the 
bui'glar has an innate burghuiousness, thinks it 
kinder to put him out of th(5 way before his 
incivism manifests itself in othei- directions. I 
do not sec*, that it makes much difference to 
Bill Sykes whether he is executed or eliminated, 
and the application of this doctrine logically 
seems to call for the intlietion of the death 
])enalty in almost all cases, which would, I sup- 
po.se, be shocking to this pohshed age. 

However this may be, and whatever may be 
the reasons why we punish olfenders, there is 
no doubt that it is the duty of a judge, who is 
paid to punish offenders, to punish them, and it 
is in general agreed by penologists that punish- 
ments should be short, sharj), and certain. In 
India, however, judges are rather apt to pride 

c 
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themselves on the number of cases in which they 
can acquit the prisoners at their bar, for the 
sacerdotal or financial influence of antiquity is 
still strong, and all concerned are apt to look 
on criminal trials as a contest between Govern- 
ment and the accused. It is obvious, therefore, 
that a judge who can on some pretext acquit 
tlie accused demonstrates both his acumen and 
his independence, and the more flagi’ant and 
patent is the moral guilt of the accused, the 
more brilfiantly are tliesc qualities disjilayed. 
In these efforts tlie judge is mucli aided by 
the penal law of India, both substantive and 
adjective. 

The father of the Indian ])enal law was 
Macaulay, whose ‘ Penal Code ’ is in many ways 
an admii’able piece of work. It is not an a priori 
production, or the work of an idealogue, but is 
the work of a practictal man attempting, very 
successfully, to put the English criminal law, 
refined and purified and condensed, into a form 
palatable for amateur larvyers. It is, however, 
over-drafted, so that, for ijislance, no one has 
ever been able to understand from the Code 
Avhat is the difference between murder and homi- 
cide, or what precisely is forgery ; and one 
result of this over-draftijig is to cast on the 
prosecution the burden of ])roving affirmatively 
that all the clauses and (lualifications of the 
section dealing with an offence have been com- 
plied with by the supposed offender. Any one 
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can feel the difference between a murder and a 
manslaughter, and betAveen a fraudulent action 
and a mistaken action, but it is extremely diffi- 
cult to express the difference in words ; and to 
attempt to do so gives am])io scope for a clever 
defence to mislead the inexj)erienced, or for a 
sympathetic judge to give tlic accused the benefit 
of the doubt. There being now no criminal 
common law in India, l)ut every action being 
permissible whicli is not directly forbidden by 
statute, the codifiers and law-makers have had 
a lino field for their labour, and they have in 
general displayed the meticulousness of Macaulay 
Avithout his genius. Thus it is often very difficult, 
even for the most astute laAvyer, to ascertain 
whether a }>roposed course of action is or is not 
criminal. Thus in one Act (as drafted) there 
Avas a section which in effect made it criminal to 
go to a post-office in order to buy a stamp. The 
j’esult is that, except in the ease of a few simple 
offences, it is easy for any criminal, who can 
command the siavier's of a good lawyer, to put 
up some sort of legal <lcfcnco, cA^en when his 
moral guilt is most patent. In almost any case, 
therefore, a convicted criminal can a])ply in 
appeal for an acicjuittal, or at least a retrial on 
very plausible grounds. The delay in the final 
disposal of eiiniinal cases would thus in any 
case bo much greater than is proper, but this 
evil of delay is enormously aggravated by the 
system of procedure. 
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When a serious crime is committed it is the 
duty of the headman of the village to reiport its 
occurrence to the police, who then inform the 
magistrate and begin to investigate. It is easy 
enough for certain crimes to be burked, at these 
two prehmtnary stages — in those cases, that is, 
where the victim has no friends or has good 
reasons for keeping quiet. As a general rule, 
however, crimes wJiich are known to be crimes 
are reported. Opinions vary as to the legality 
of some of the measures ado])tcd by the ])olice 
in order to detect tlie offomhn- if he is unknown, 
but there can be httle doubt that tlic police 
are much hampered by law's and rules, which 
are excellent in England, but wdiich are soine- 
w'hat out of place in India. There are many 
differences b(^tween India and England, and not 
least in the manner in Avhich ciime is treated 
in the two countries. In England it is supposed 
to be the duty of every good citizen to aid in 
the suppression of crime, and to give all tin; 
assistance he can to the authorities responsible 
for its suppression. In India this is not so. The 
people do not w'ish to be dragged aw'ay from 
their w'ork to give evidence ; they feai' the 
enmity of the person against whom they must 
give evidence and that of his friends and rela- 
tions ; they are not by any uu'ans certain that, 
if they once appear in the Court, they may not 
by some caprice of the Goveinmcnt find them- 
selves enmeshed in the little understood criminal 



CKIMINAL PROCEDURE 


37 


law. Then there is the solidarity of villager 
with villager, and castenian with castcman. 
Some of the substantive criminal laws are con- 
sidered harsh and oppressive. But most of all 
there is the feeling (which is very strong in 
India) that action is wrong, and that inaction 
cannot be blamed. A. has killed B. That is 
very sad. But, after all, will it recall B. to life 
if we punish A. ? Will not the punishment of 
B. in its turn cause suffering, and does not, to 
cause suffering, call for fresh jninishmcnt ; and 
so on, like a stone rolling down a snoAV-clad 
slope ? Better pass on and say we know nothing, 
lienee there is in most cases a cons])iracy of 
silence, the only witnesses Ix'ing either SAVorn 
enerjiies of the suspect, or persons coerced and 
intimidated into giving rehudant and half-hearted 
evidence. In such circumstances it is not a 
matter for marvd that keen police officers lose 
patience, and su])pl(mient true evidence against 
a man they know to be guilty, by the prepara- 
tion of false evident^'. It is obvious hoAV much 
the fear that soim'tliing of this kind may have 
happened adds to the labour’s of the Court, and 
how often it must occur that a guilty man is 
acquitt('d bf'cause some of the evidence (per- 
haps on some r'eally uTelevant point) is plainly 
false. 

The police having made their investigation, 
decide either to send up the suspect for trial, or 
to report that they have been unable to detect 
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the guilty man. In both cases the aid of the 
Court can be invoked. An accused person may 
apply to the Court to have the investigation 
against him quashed. The victim, or the frienrls 
of the victim, may apply to have the pipceedings 
continued. These api)hcations may be pressed 
in two Courts at least, and with luck in a tliird 
Court, and these proceedings (preliminary to the 
preliminary proceedings) may take from two to 
six months. At last, however, the suspect is jjut 
up before the magistrat(“, wlio is to see whether 
there is a case for committal. In England, n lum 
the case is serious, and where the magistrate 
intimates his intiaition to eoinmit, the magis- 
terial proceedings arc little mor(‘ than formal, 
and do not, whoji the cast' is ready, take more 
than, at the outside, a eou])le of da\^. Not so 
in India, A\here committal ju’oceeding.s ait; hot!}' 
contested, the witnesses being fully examiiu'd 
and cross-exaujined, eloquent s])eeehes being 
made on both sides, and lengthy judgments, 
interlocutory and final, being leeoi'ded. At any 
pomt during these* proceedings the aeeused c an 
stay all ])rocoedings by apj)lying to a su])eiior 
Court for a transfer of the ease to some other 
magistrate, and may repeat the jufieess as often 
as he chooses. In this maniK'r it is easy for a 
wealthy accused to s]>in (>ut committal proceed- 
ings for a year or more. He may then ap]jly 
to a superior Court to quash tlic committal, on 
the ground that the magistrate has Jiiisapplied 
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his jurisdiction, and that the case is not one 
wliich should legally be committed. 

If these difficulties are surmounted, the- case 
reaches the Sessions Court, and may, with for- 
tune, be fixed for hearing .vithhi a couple of 
months after tJie date of the ftrder <}f committal. 
Trials in tlu^ Sessions Courts go on from dav to 
day, and are, th('refore, (iompared to the other 
j)roceedmgs in a criminal matter, reasonably 
I)romptly finished, but tlu'y take about three 
times as long as a case of the same nature would 
take in England. Every word of the evidence 
has to be translated and taken down in writing 
in open Court. There are continual arguments 
on (piestions of the admissibility of evidence. 
The pleaders do not much assist the Couit. 
The Indian ]ileadcr (who combines in himself 
the duties of solicitor and baiTisfer) must excite 
the admiiation of the observer. They are w'onder- 
fully fluent in very good English ; they are well 
versed in law ; they are laborious, independent, 
tenacious of the rights of their ct)rporation and 
of their clients, yet rcsjjcctful to the Court, 
honourable and honest in spiti; of many tempta- 
tions, There aiv, of course, black sheep who 
use touts, are barrators, indulge in champerty, 
suborn perjury, seduce jurors, but these are very 
few. 1 look back with immense desire to many 
things in India, but to few with greater desire 
than to my familiarity with my friends of the 
Rar. 
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Still, as pleaders, they have two defects. They 
know nothing of advocacy, which, with its an- 
cillary science rhetoric, enables the pleader to 
present his client’s case in the way which is 
likely to appeal to the individual who has to hear 
that case. Consequently a pleader will rarely 
see that a line of argument is perfectly hopeless 
in a particular case in a particular Court, anti 
instead of concentrating on those parts of his 
case which in that particular Court aie likely 
to be the strongest, will tiy to be equally sti’ong 
at all parts, like a Chinese cannon, till tlie Court 
is Avearied beyond all measure. This proclivity 
for flogging a dead horse is a source of mut'li 
delay in Indian trials, and its onh- excuse is that 
the pleader generally has an eye to the a])pe]lafe- 
Court, and fears that if he docs not press to 
the utmost eveiy point (however hoj)eless) at 
the original trial, lie may be sliut off in a])])eal 
from some hopeful line of argument. 

The Indian ])leader, moreover, knows nolhing 
whatsoever about th(“ art of (aoss-examhiatioji. 
His cross-examination is too often fatal to ids 
client. In other cases it is tmrely null, but it 
is intolerably lengtiiy, and being useless is weari- 
some beyond belief. In part this bad habit of 
pleaders, with the kindrefi bad habit of urging 
hopeless points of law, is due fo a wisJi to staml 
well Avith their clients ami with the jAublie in 
general, who cannot beli(“ve that in dtjfence 
silence is often a most goldc-n virtue, and judge 
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of an advocate’s ability by the amount of the 
Court’s thne which he consumes. 

The judge is assisted in the trial by the presence 
either of assessors, who give their opinion as to 
the guilt or innocence of the accused, or by 
jurors, Avho give tlieir verdict. The opinion of 
the assessors is not binding on the Comt, and 
is almost invaiiably disregarded in practice. 
The verdict of a jury is not final. The judge, 
if he disagree A\ath it so stiongly that be is of 
opinion tliat it is perverse, (■an nder the case to 
tlie appellate Coui’t for its decision. In murder 
cases, where there has been a conviction and 
th(' d("atb sentence has been passed, the sentence 
is always submitted to the ap])eHat.e Court for 
conlifination, and the Court confirming may go 
into tlu^ whede case and decide it on its merits, 
without being bound by the vaudict of the jury. 
The institution of the jury is wholly out of 
j)lace in India, and is most noxious. Still, there 
it is, and tlun’c it is likely to remain. 

When the Sessions Coiu't has finished its 
labours, the case is by no nu;ans necessarily at 
an end. There may be, and generally is, an 
ap])eal agamst a convietkm, and there is some- 
times, though by no means as frequtmtly as 
there should be, an appeal against an acquittal. 
In the- case of some small offences punishable 
with a very short sentence of imprisonment no 
formal appeal hes, but the case can be brought 
before a superior Court on some grounds of law. 
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In other cases an appeal can be brought on 
questions of fact or of law, except in the case of 
trials by jury, where only grounds of law can 
be raised. The superior Court has very full 
powers. It can acquit, discharge, confirm, modify, 
enhance, order a retrial, or direct further evidence 
to be taken, and it is not inclined to be sparing 
in the exercise of its juiisdiction. Api^cllate jjiu- 
ceedings may take fi'om three to si.x montlis. 

In general no a})peal lies in ciiininal cases to 
His Majesty in Council, though such appeals, 
which are well known to be hopeless, are some- 
times presented merely foi’ purposes of delay. 
The Privy Council will intervene only in extraor- 
dinary cases, where the conduct of the trial has 
been in such flagrant violation of fbe law, or 
where there has been such reckless disregard of 
the true facts as appearing in undouhted evidence 
that there has been ])racticaJly no legal tiial, 
and such cases are, of coui'S(‘, cxtrenu'ly rare. 

Legal remedies exhausted, the convi(ited mur- 
dci’er may stiU a])ply first to tht* Provincial 
Governor, and then to the Viceroy for clemency, 
and these authorities may pardon or commute 
the sentence. 

Thus it may be seen that .lustice, [uoverbially 
slow of foot, is in India, where the accused is 
wealthy and well-advised, excetidingly slow of 
foot, and that tardy operations give to such an 
accused person ample scope and verge to sup- 
press evidence, to suborn perjury, and to dabble 



CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 43 

in even more dubious arts. This procrastination, 
taken in conjunction with an overdrafted penal 
law, the mistrust felt by appellate Courts for 
inferior Courts, and the great dil’ficulty of writing 
a judgment giving reasons for conviction in wJiicli 
a clever la\Nyei' cannot })ick hokis, gives to 
v>('a]tliy and well-advised criminals a great deal 
of immujiity, ])art,icalarly in cases of delicate 
and involv(Hl fraud, the favourite crimes of such 
persons. Thus, though (kdays in the adminis- 
tration of criminal justici^ are not so scandalous 
as they appear to bc^ in certain of the States of 
the Anicri(*an Union, they are scandalous and 
highly noxious to the w(4I-bcing of the subject. 
Wluther th(\v can 1 k^ abolished without intro- 
ducing (Well woT*s(^ (wils might be an interesting 
topic- for discussion, but it woukl be puixdy 
academical. TIu' reform of the Courts is the 
last thing tliose now in power in India expect 
or dc^sire, and th(‘- various riforms introduced 
into the penal law in tJi(‘ last few yeais have all 
l)eeii in the direction of rendering trials more 
lengthy, juoix' inconclusive, and moj*o profitable 
to the legal jirofessioii. 
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IV. 

MURDER. 

BFiiNtt CJiristians and not Maiiicha^ans, we do 
not admit that any created tiling is wholly bad, 
and similarly we do not admit that any instinct 
is ])U]'ely noxious. Thus any craving is a symptom 
that the jihysical nature ne('ds something which 
it is not getting, and whicli it is trying to obtain 
by gratifying that craving. It may well be that 
wdiat it asks for is not what it ri'ally needs, but 
a substitute is better than nothing. In our com- 
plex civilisation, wlare so much is denied, and 
where legitimate desires arc; so riften defrauded 
and perverted, it is not a matter for marvel that 
we crave for what at lirst sight ajipears to be 
very unnatuTal and umvholesome provender. 

It cannot be denied that the soft and sheltered 
moderns hav(' a gz’eat cra\'ing for tales of blood 
and crime. Man is intended to be an earner of 
his bread by lighting and struggling, and not 
by clipping dividend coujions or coming up to 
the office oiz the 8.80. The motlern man there- 
fore, craving for the struggle and denierl it, finds 
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a substitutional pleasure in hearing of the valiant 
and strenuous exploits of others, even if those 
exploits be criminal. He has, in fact, the nos- 
talgia of the jungle. The origin of tragedy, it 
is said, was similar, and for the same reason 
the wearied, disillusioned, and hojieless society 
of the Roman Empire deUghted m the games. 

Moreover, man is above all things interested 
in man, and in man as he really is, and not as 
he appears in all the majesty of side-wliiskers 
and white waistcoats. There is a good deal of 
humanity about a criminal, and a criminal is 
a man who for the moment has droj)ped the 
mask and stands forth, if for a moiru'nt, dressed 
not in the livery of the resp('cta])l(' citizen, but 
in the hide of the natural ape and tiger that 
gibbers and roars in the wisest, and coldest of 
us all. 

Of all crimes the most atti'active to the plain 
citizem in search of a sensat ion is jiiui'der. Murdi^r 
is a Avord which is applied to a great number of 
actions, some of them highly laudable, and 
others infamous beyond expression. The most 
cursory inspection wiU show that muj’dcr may 
be divided into two main classes — murders be- 
cause we hate, and murders because we desire. 
Nom^ there may be many things that it is light 
and proper to hate, and some things wdiich it is 
perfectly legitimate to desire. It is natural, 
therefore, that we should take an interest in th(? 
fates and fortunes of those A\ho have desired or 
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hated so strongly that they have not shrunk 
from inflicting and enduring death, if only they 
could come to their desire's. 

Moreover, murder is particularly the crime of 
the amateur crimmal. There are. it may he, 
temperamental murdei'crs, and tliose, if Lom- 
broso and his crew are to he believed, are 
distinguished by certain physifial and mental 
peculiarities, but the vast number of murderers 
is not in any way different, li'om you and me. 
They arc merely ordinary nu'n who have been 
exposed to extreme tejii])tatio]i. Thus, while it 
seems to the ordinary man impossible that he 
should commit (;ertain crimes, he has not perhaps 
the shill necessary to bo a forger or comer, or 
tlie sldll and courage to make a good burglar, 
or the physical pecuharities of tlje violator and 
the ])ervert, or the cold unimagi native? cruelty 
of the fraudulent, yet he will, if ho look into his 
own breast and sj)crak candidly about what he 
secs there, admit, iierhaps with r('luctauce, that, 
given certain (‘onditions, he might well be a 
murderer. It is for these reasons, T opine, that 
tht' favourite reading of the people on the Sab- 
bath day is in those pa])ers which expatiate most 
fully on deeds of blood. “ The point marked 
with a cross indicates wdicre the body was found.” 

I propose in this volume to give; an account 
of certain murders which have from time to 
time come to my notice. I shall avoid mere 
tales of blood and horrid details, and shall con- 
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fine myself to such cases as have an anthro- 
pological or sociological interest. I have not 
any secret intention in writing these memoirs. 
Political Indians are excessively toucliy, and are 
inclined to suspect tendenciousness in the most 
innocent narrative, but even the most sensitive 
nationalism can hardly take offence at a scientific 
study of crime. Tliere are criminals m all nations, 
and, indeed, a nation wJiich cannot produce even 
criminals will never produce saints or heroes. 

Moreover, there is this to he said about Indian 
crime. There are many wicked men in India 
as elsewhere, but tJiey are, after all, men, and 
cruel and abominable crime is thej'e far rarei' 
than in more advanced countries. Looking at 
human affairs in general and at crime in par- 
ticular, the observer will see that wiiat we call 
evil is in most cases merely the absence of good 
or the perversion of good. This sort of evil is 
thus not positive evil at all. At the same time 
the same observer will, if he; observe carefully, 
come on what appear to be indications that 
there is such a thing as positive evil — a cold, 
foul, sluggish power, which manifests itself rari'ly, 
but which does manifest its(;lf. The servants 
and instruments of tliis ])owor are not mc'ii but 
devils, and the difference between a wicked man 
and a devil is one not of degree but of kind. 
Indications of the existence of this positive evil 
arc in my experience exceedingly rare in India 
(though votaries of the evil jiowers are common 



MURDER 


49 


enough), and I do not think that any of the 
cases 1 am about to describe could certainly be 
quoted as instances of the operation of that 
malign enei'gy. 1 am not writing this book to 
show that tlie Indians are lit or unlit for self- 
govenimeiit, or that they need or do not need 
the strong hand of British oflicialdotn to keej) 
them from tearing tliemselvx's t(j pieces. A very 
eiiminal nation may be a very vital nation, and 
it is only a vital uati(ju wliich can dc'cide its own 
destinies. What is im])ortaiit to him who woidd 
rightly judge of the j)robablc treml of th<‘ destinies 
of a nation is not the (jxeess or detich'ncy of crime 
com]>ajed with some accepted standard, but the 
attitude of tlie virtuous and respecitable citizen 
towards crime — that is, towards infractions of 
the commands of the community. On that head 
I shall in tliis book say nothing. 

Returning now to myself, what have 1 learned 
from the observation of so much sin and misery V 
In the lirst place, 1 have learned optimism. 1 
have from time to time expressed my optimism, 
and have tor that [)rofe.ssion becai taken to task 
by my c.iatics as if 1 were guilty of a clumsy 
irony. But it is, 1 .submit, not 1 but my critics 
who are in fault, for they should know that 
there aie tv o kinds of o])tiniisin. There is, first, 
the optimism of a Di' Pangloss, This, even if 
genuhie, is always a shallow optimisu). It is 
the optimism of Amycla', which denied the possi- 
bility of dangei' because the sound of the clarion 

j> 
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is not so agi’eeable to the reveller as the sound 
of the lute and of the lyre. Such is the optimism 
of the unqualified mcdiciner, who paints over 
the ulcer with zinc ointuumt and trusts that all 
Avill be well, for he fears to use the knife. Sucli 
is the optimism of the clerk wlio tampers Avith 
the petty casii, hoping that th(^ manager may 
not clieck. These ojitimists deny the existence 
of evil, lest tliey should be summoned to combat 
it, and rleiiy also that sin calls for chastisement. 
As for danger, tlu'y thuik not of it vvliile. it is 
not apparenit, calling on llieir false gods to aid 
them in their sloth and cowardice, so that lliey 
may ree.eiA'c tlu' [lay of a man without doing the 
Avork of a man. “Trust in llumanily,“ say 
these, or in the “ progress of Education,’' or 
the “ increase of Enlightenment,” or llu' “ ad- 
vance of Democracy.” But these are but idols, 
Baals, and Beelzebubs, and A\'ill avail nothing 
in the last hour. 

Moreover, much of this o[)tiiuisn) is h'igned. 
I blame no priA'ato man who takers a sweet 
delight in delusion, but 1 blann^ those who, 
standing forth as leaders and mstructors of the 
people, call “ Peace ! ” “ Peace ! ” when there 
is no peacaa 8ueh were of okl the jirophets Avho 
spoke falselj^ to the Kings and Lords of Zion, 
saying that the power of the Chakhean shall yet 
be broken, and the exiles shall return A\Ith the 
spring. Assuredly they had their I'cward . . . 
ignominy and death. 8uch false prophets 1 have 
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likened to prostitutes, for they also sell a little 
present • pleasure for a little money, and In’; 
who purchases m.ay pmehase also an enduring 
affliction. 

Far be from me such optimism. But there is 
an optiiiiistxi other than this. There is the 
optimism that sees, and s(‘es eleaily, the coming 
dangci' a]id the coming disaster, but can see 
beyond tliis tliird wave of calamity tlic yu’omise 
<d' c'.alui seas. So dici tiie v<‘ritable prophets of 
Jeliovah s('e what must b<\ They saw tiie fail 
of the sacr('(i city, an<l the luin of the house of 
dcsso, and the ca]»t,ivity of the people, but they 
saw also that the <‘a]tti\ity should be redeemed 
ajid a faii'or city and an enduring kingdom. 
They saw tiie tmipile of the Lord a desecrated 
hea[> of stones, but they s;iw also tliat the Lord, 
no longer jaait in an ark ol eedai' wood in a 
secret sanctuary, should till with his glory the 
wliole universe. Tiieit; is the (diristian optimism 
which secs in tin- agony of body ami agony of 
soul a. eonllict- in which there are c-rowns for 
him w ho contends valorously, winch sees in sin 
redemption, in llie corporal death the liberation 
of the soul, in the shame of tlu- (toss the splen- 
dour of the theophany — ay, in hell itsidf, love 
made manifest. 

Without laying elaini to any such clear vision 
as was gianted to the seers and the saints of 
old, may not. one who has once and again raised 
his head from contemjilatioii of tiie mire at his 
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feet to the stars, aver that he believes that Chance 
is not Lord of All ? If that is optimism, -is it not 
also in accordance with optimism to believe that 
things Avhich arc worthy of death must ])erish, 
that lies arc, after all, only lies, and have no 
endurance, that the house of tyranny cannot 
stand and is, though after a while, ruined, and 
to look forward to a time when the fool shall 
again he clad in his motley, and the villain once 
more set in chains, and the sage and the hero 
exalted ? Is it pessimism to look foi’ward witii 
certainty to such a mutation, although these 
things cannot h(' done without the eiiiision of 
blood and the effusion of tears V 

What would such an optimist think about 
crime ? He would not dcjiy the exist(mc(' of 
crime, alleging that a criminal is one- diseased 
in mind or bod}', or is the innocamt victim of 
the errors of others, or of the organisation of 
society ; nor would he lor»k forwai'd to the 
abolitioji of crime by abolition of m hat lie sii[)- 
posed to he tlie causes. lie would isrognise, 
and witli pain, that there* are* juen, sam* and 
healthy, who deliberately <‘hose to do wrong, 
not only the wrong Aviuch is prohihitt'd by the 
statute book, but the wreuig whicli is prohibited 
by the conscience. Altliough lu* might admit 
that much crime is caAiserl [)y t-lic faulty organi- 
sation of society ajid by the ignorance of law- 
makers, yet he would recognise that there is a 
fund of rebelliousness in man Avhich Avill from 
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time to time make him stand oiit against the 
laws, however wise, of a society, liowever perfecst. 
This rebeUioiisness, he would believe, eannot be 
eradieated by education, or repre^ssion, or ethical 
handbooks, or tl)c spread of den\c)eracy, or the 
blessings of peace, or any other pt'nny panacea. 
Man, he Avoukl think, is not perfect, or perfectible 
by any mechanical means, and he would not 
therefore look forward to any time when there 
Avill be neithej’ olf('necs nor olTencka's. Rut ho 
would recognise that this lebclliousness is often 
merely the urge of that daring and restless spirit 
which ha.d led man u]) from the marsh and the 
jungle to his prestmt lordshij) over ])hysieal 
nature, and he might av('11 believe that in a 
})]anet vhere there vAcre no criminals there would 
be no heroes and no saints. He w ho believes in 
the destijiies of man, and hopes that he will 
under a c('rtain guidance advance to yet nobler 
destinies, pcJ'c^eivcs in indolence, apathy, de- 
featism, and acquiescence, hoAvever innocent, 
only the otlour of the sepulchre, and sees in 
energy the })OAver that lives and Avorks. But 
this energy is sometimes misdirected. Does, 
then, the lightiAing strike only the guilty ? 

Moreover, IcaAung for the time the contem- 
plation of this vision of the radiant future (to 
A\liich a[)parently we shall attain in time if only 
wo cut (mough throats), and considering the 
actual ciiminals we pursue, capture, and hang, 
it is suri)] ising how' much gootl tlierc is in the 
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worst of them. I omit the case of certain vowed 
servants and instruments of positive evil, to 
which I have above alluded, for those cases arc 
rare everywhere, and peculiarly rare in India, 
but among our human criminals there is much 
humanity. In one respect a man may be a 
villain, but in a thousand others he is much 
the same as you and I. “ Yet Edgar v as be- 
loved,” said the greatest villaiji in hetion. and 
so might say every other criminal of real life. 
It is for this reasem that one is often asbmislied 
to see how mucli goodness there is in a h(di\ous 
offender, outcast froju soci(4y, tlu' permanent 
guest of the jail, th(' destined prey of tlie gibbet. 
Such men arc ofteji hind fathers, true Juisbajids, 
loyal friends, and strict observei's of their tn\n 
moral code. Do v hat h(“ will, a (•rin\ina! is still 
a brother. Who can fail to draw fr(tiii tliis a 
hap])y augury V 

I ])ropose, then, to give in this vohiiae an 
account of certain murders eoncejiiing \vhich I 
have acquainted myself either b;\ actual investiga- 
tion, or by the; Jcports of others in wliom 1 have 
confidence. 1 have a])])]i(id foi' information to 
no secret and confidential authorities, but only 
to the public records. I have in general con- 
C(‘ahsl names and })laees, and have introduced 
fictitious details, so that in nujst cases it will bo 
inq)ossible to identify the alleged crime or the 
alleged criminals, ifut though I have allowed 
myself this neccssaiy liberty in ancillary and 
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immaterial matters, yet the main facts of each 
story ai<? true, or are at least such as were stated 
to be true by sworn witnesses. 

For reasons already stated at length, many 
criminals esca|)e all punishment in India, but, as 
1 sup])os(‘ by some sort of compen,sation, such as 
are eoin^ietetl in genei-al rc'ceive far severer’ sen- 
tences tlian the English brethren (’xpect. There 
is, however, an exception, ami that is in the case 
of murder. Not only do many olTences which 
are really nunders liiid from the tribunals a 
certain eletiu’ney which transmutes tfieni into 
much l(’ss serious (rimes, but the Penal Code 
awards to murdc^r in the first degrric^ two alter- 
native sentene('s — death and trans])ortation for 
lif(\ Murders ar(‘ rarely v(‘iy lu’inous in India, 
aird tlu rc; ar<’ sever’al authoi’ities vlio possess the 
poAS’cr to mitigate a senfr'uei’. Tire result is that 
tlu' death penalty is raic'ly actually inflicted. 

Tliis, however, is no argument lor abolition 
of that penalty. 1 am of the o])inion that this 
penalty must be I’otained, at least for’ the ])resent. 
It is indubitalrly a deterTC'nt in India, though I 
beli(’ve that statistics show that it is rrot so in 
certairr otlu’r countries. But though it must be 
retaincvl, it must be, ait[*li('d rarely, and oirly 
in the gj’avest eases. For this I’easoir it may 
be stated that most of the heroes of the stories 
in this book arc', still alive. 

Murders are capable of sevei’al classifications. 
One might, for- instance, consider them urrder 
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various heads, according to the means whereby 
they were perpetrated ; this is the medico-legal 
classification. Then there is the psychological 
classification, which divides them into certain 
classes according to motive, as, for example, 
murders for profit, murders for hate, murders 
for amusement, and the like. But this book 
not being a medico-legal handbook, or a, primer 
of psychology, I have not thought it neeessaiy 
to adhere to any strict system of classificaitioii, 
and have expatiated much at random over this 
garden of death. 
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V. 

ASSASSIN. VJ^ION. 

A^r assiissin may bo defim'd as one who commits 
murder out of a sense of public; duty. It is 
for ill is reason — namely, beea\isc‘ theie is an 
absence of felonious ijitention — that luany Avriters 
lefuse to class assassins among murdetc'rs, and 
that certain casuists liave laid dow n that it is 
possible to be an im]3enitent assassin and yet 
not to be in a state of mortal sin. The nioie 
general opinion is tbat though he Avho brealvS 
liuman hxAvs juust be; left to the penalt}' of the 
law, be his sc'lilc'ssness what it may, luweitheless 
thei‘C‘ is reasonable hojee that in that tribunal av liieli 
absoh’cs and condemns, unfettered by the com- 
mands of aJiy human legislature, some of those 
AA'ho haA^c; paid to the full their dc'bt to human 
justice may line! yiardon or but a slight censure. 

That is not to say that some assassinations 
are not perve-rse and wicked enough. Even from 
a conscientious assassin the most element of 
judges must demand at least good faith and 
due care and mquiry. This good faith, this due 
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care and inquiry, is too often sadly to seelc. 
Reviewing the bloody records of the' ages, we 
note that, in general, tlie active and eapalde 
opj)i-essor it is who dies a dry tleath, uhereas 
it is the amiable weakling, or too often even 
the upright and noble ])ublic servant, who, fear- 
ing no injury because he is conscious of no wrong- 
doing, falls an unprepared vietijn to the taroi's 
of enthusiasm. 

I have among iny records an account of one 
such ease. 

Mr K. was Collector — ^that is, ])rincipal Execu- 
tive officer — of Pandhujmrani. In the course 
of his duties Mr K. was com])cllcd to prosee\itc 
to conviction a certain notorious agilator, uiio 
had prepared and })ublished a book of seditious 
hymns, intended for use at ])i]grimageH and 
other religious festivals, with a view to jierveit- 
ing the [leasantry, and who Avas also alleged to 
have formed a plot for seizing a derelict fort in 
the southern territories. Moreover, I\lr K. had 
recently, and Avith perfect propriety, acquitted 
a Euj’opean oflicer falsely accused of homicidal 
assault on an Indian, 

At that time there Avas in the city of Pandhu- 
puram, the capital of the District of that name, 
an association of young men confederated for 
treasonable ])urposes. Such associations then 
existed in most large towns, but Pandhupuram 
was a particularly suitable locality. It is reckoned 
by the Hindus as a most holy city, and many 
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Brahmin families, ])eusioncrs and others, had 
settled there. Pensioners arc not wealthy, and 
the general rise of piiccs hit these faniilies very 
hard. The city was therefore full of idle dis- 
contented boys, too well-born to work with their 
hands, too numerous to find salaried emjjloy- 
nient. The town, being a j)lace of |)Llgrimage 
and possessing a pUaxsant climate, was a favourite 
resort, ami agitators and eon.s]!irators ruight, 
under the ju't'texts of religiou.^^ duty oi' of the 
need for a efiaiige of aii‘, easily ami without 
ex(;iting suspicion come ami go, hardly noticed 
in the throng of genuine worshi]>])ei's ajul holiday- 
makers, The Pandhu]xuian! organisation, there- 
fore, was more inpxutant than appeared at first 
sight, owing to the connect i<uj of sonu' of its 
members w ith foreign organisations. 

Among the other intx'rests of its nu'inbers was 
an interest in assassinat ion, and a. sort of languid 
and dilettante contemplation of some exploit of 
the kind. Various scheim's w(‘re discussed and 
some even inchoated, but none passc'd beyond 
the ju'climinaiy stages. It might be well to 
wait till others moved, d’he praise, no dord>t, 
is his who leads the way, but the position of a 
protomartyr, first ])UsiK'd mi and then abandoned 
by his fi'iends and abettors, is painfully like that 
of a dupe ! The existencf' of this association 
(lid not. escape tlu; notice of Covcriina'iit. The 
names of some of its mcimbers and the nature 
of its as]inations w ci-e not unknown ; but as 
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the organisation seemed one rather of theorists 
and amateurs than of practical men, and as tlie 
policy of Government was to allow tht^ utmost 
latitude to opinion (however pernicious and jn-opa- 
gajidist), no steps Avere taken to check its 
activities. 

When, howevei", the attention of poLiti(-al India 
was attracted to Panclhupuram by Iaao sensa- 
tional political eases, it was felt that sonusthing 
ought to be <lone, and that if no local man (;ould 
be found ready and AAdllhig to st7’iJ<e a resolute 
bloAV for freedom, some suitabli' ].<erson should 
be imported from the outside. The Pandliu- 
puram murder club had, as 1 have said, very 
fai’-reaching connections, and it was not long 
before its managers lieard of the name and 
ambitions of A. 

A. was a Brahmin lad, l>orn in a remote British 
District, but resident and domiciled for souu! 
years in a large toAvn in a nativ(‘ State. H(‘, had. 
thei’efore, had no ex{*erieuce of tlie opjaessions 
of British rule,'’ but had heard and lead much 
of them in and through th(‘ vernaeidar jiajuas. 
He Avas anxious to do his ])art in frt'eing the 
Motherland from her p(“rfidious I'licmies, and 
used to discuss this intention at large with his 
intimate friends. He aaus a student, little more 
than a schoolboy, slender and giacefid, with 
large and limpiil eyes, and accordingly found 
little difhciulty in obtaining as a jwotee.tor a 
certain merchant in the city. This merchant 
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encouraged him in his patriotic and religious 
ideas, and- found a certain perverted pleasure 
in caressing one apparently doomed to an early 
death. On one occasion, in ordc^r to test his 
constancy, he foiced his httle friend to hold in 
his hand and to rctam as long as possible a 
heated lamp-glass. Convinced by these and other 
tests that A. was strong to endure, he bade 
him amid tears and embi'a(;es God-speed. Is 
there not always sometliing of cruelty in love, 
tiven in the- love of friends ? 

The Pandliupuram club, therefore, despatched 
an emissaiy to interview A. and to report on 
his suitability. The rt>])ort was satisfactory, and 
A. was summoned to Paudhupm :uu. There in 
the darkness he wais introduced into the lodge. 
He passcfl with credit through the various tests, 
took a most tremendous oath, au’d was with due 
ritual matriculated into conspiiacy. A small 
committee was appomted to direct and assist 
him in bis furtlu'r career. 

The managers were of the o[)inion that it w as 
most yuoper that an attempt should be made to 
assassinatr> Mr K. A. wais not altogether satis- 
fied Avith this jaoposal, Avhich at first sight seemed 
])r(‘|)ostej'ous. Cy) to that time attemyits had 
b(‘eu made only on persons agamst whom the 
])arty of sedition eouM allege a griev'^ajico AAith 
some show of y ustification — some Executive ofli- 
cer, for examyde, who might be suy)i)osed to have 
executed too hai'shly y)lagiK' regulations ; some 
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police officer too active in detection ; some 
magistrate whose sentences might apfiear too 
liarsh. Mr K. was universally popular. He was 
a good Sanscrit scholai’, familiar witii and friendly 
to the many leai’iied and amiable Brahmins 
attached to the fo\indations abounding in Pan- 
dhupuram. ITis acc-uunts showed that lie was 
from his own means making allowances f.o sotne 
young Braiimin boys to enable thcfri to pursue 
tlieir studies, tie was also an active and ener- 
getic officer, and in India an active and energefic 
officer can, if his activity and energy Ik* wisely 
ajiplif'd, do so imicii for the liappiiiess of the 
people. i\Ir K.’s activity and eiK-rgv were, wisely 
applied, for he M as aecessible, he knew the habits 
and ])reju(liees of the people, and iie iiad no 
eye to his own self-advanc M.ient. 

1 asked,” says my corresjioiiflenL, one of 
my friends who wa.s elosrly in touch witli advanced 
movements in Paiidhutiuram vvlty tiie assassins 
had selected Mr K. as tiu'ir victim and not some 
other Government official, as, for instance, tlu' 
judge who liad tried .anil convieted the ruttorious 
agitator befori'-mentioned. He nifilied as follows : 
‘ A Collector is, in the eyes of the |)c‘oj)k;, a 
much more important ol'iieiaf than a judge, being 
in their eyes the ilirect ri'presentative of the 
Crown. To kill such an ollic.er, tlierefore, is 
spectacular, anti calls i>ublic atdention clearly 
to the policy of that party. It is, thei-efore, 
good projiaganda. St'condly, to kill a man who 
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is bur friend and who had always shown us kind- 
ness absolves us fi’oin the suspicio]! that we are 
gratifying personal resentment, and sets the 
purity of our motives beyond siis])ieion. To kill 
a bad king, for example, is no })roof of genuine 
republican sentiment ; the genuine republican 
would select as an cxajiiple some verilable fatlier 
of liis conntjy. 3'liirdly, Mr K. was not wholly 
free of blame. 3\ike, for exam])l(', the case of 
tlie agitator. What can a jifige do Avhcn a 
man is duly committed to his Court ? He must 
try the accusc'd, and eitlu'r acijuit or convict 
according to the allegations aiui tJu' evidence. 
If the legal guilt c)f the accused is established in 
o]M n Coin't, it would be sinful of tiu' judge; to 
ac(juit. howeviT strongly he might feel as a 
])rivate individua.l that the a(;cused was moi-ally 
innocent or indeed laudable. Wlx're. then, there 
has b(;en a fair trial, and the judge, has done no 
more than his duty, showing no bias, not strain- 
ing the law, being diligent and, in fact, doing 
justice according to his lights, liow shall we 
blame him V lint what obligation was th(;re on 
Mr K. to hunt down this accused ])erson, and 
drag into ligid a small volume of insignilioan t 
poems and make them the subjf^ot of a State 
trial ? This was not the .act of a friend, or even 
of an irnpaj'tial neutral. Be it, mt)reover, ob- 
served that it was the very friendship of jMi’ K. 
with us, and his very famiharity with Indian 
history and our rchgion which enabled him to 
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urge on Government so strongly the necessity 
of a prosecution.’ Such were the 'arguments 
advanced at the time, and these were sufficient 
to overcome the hesitations of A. There was, 
moreover, the consideration that the Collector 
was mucli more accessible than any other officer, 
and that his approacliing departure would make 
it certain that he would be frequently by night 
m the winding and obscure streets, where a 
determined assassin might hope for the; success 
and imtnunity of a Bothwellhaugh, Otlicrs were 
not so easy to come by.” 

Still, there were some religious scruples in the 
mind of A., but these were soon surmounted and, 
indeed, utilised by Ids instructors. My coirc- 
spondent Av rit(^s : — 

“ At the time when these murder clubs Avere 
in course of formation, but before this ])articular 
incident, 1 asked some of my friends how their 
members, being Brahmins and therefore in general 
bound by cash; I'ules not to shed blood, got over 
the religious difficulty ? I Avas reftarc'd to th(‘ 
Bhagawad Gita, and proceeded to study it. The 
Gita is a noble poem, but it is presented to us 
in a form very shocking to our artistic, ideas. 
It is an episode in the gigantic e])ic of the 
Mahabharata, and comes in at the pcant where 
the aged king is awaitmg the ucaa s of the upshot 
of the great battle between his sons and his 
nephews. The messenger af)pears hot from the 
lAattle, and instead of ilelivering his tidings in 
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a few words recites this long poem, which is 
the Bhagawad Gita. Tlie elfect is much as if 
some one had iiisertcxl a versified form of the 
Phacdo into the twenty-fourtli book of the 
Iliad, or the Book of Jol) into tlie Acts of the 
Apostl(;s. 

“ To us what appears to the defect in con- 
struction is so great that it almost destroys our 
power to a])i)juciate tlie poem, hid to an Indian 
(wliose artistic* canons arc* not as ours) the mattta’ 
pr(‘sents no dilHc ulty, and ho can, without sliock, 
switch olf liis inter(\st from the* battle to tlic 
theological and theoso])hical exegesis. 

''Arjuna, then, with his brethrcai, his armies, 
and his allicvs has marched to tlie seat of his 
anc.(‘sturs to rec over by battle his licritage fraudu- 
lently wrested from liim and wrongfully rc'tained. 
The armies of the iisur])ers also are marshalled 
over against him on this liay of battle which 
can have no morrow. The hosts await but the 
signal to engage. 

“ Arjinni hesitate<i. llis cause is just and 
victory cca tain. But who arc his eiiomies ? His 
kinsmen, blood of his blood, bone of his bone, 
the venerable chieftains of his race, the pre- 
ce])tors and exam|>les of his youth. What will 
jirofit him a victor’y over those with whom the 
Towards of victory are in general sliaicd, and 
therefore only pi'ecious ? Can any cause, hoAv- 
cver just, which must be gained by the effusion 
of blood, and of such blood, be really hallowed ? 

E 
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urge on Govemracnt so strongly the necessity 
of a prosecution.’ Such were the • arguments 
advanced at the time, and these were sufficient 
to overcome the hesitations of A. There was, 
moreover, the consideration that the Collector 
was much more accessible tlian any other officer, 
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members, being Brahmins and therefore in general 
bound by caste rules not to slu^d blood, got over 
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Bhagawad Gita, and in’oceeded to study it. The 
Gita is a noble poem, but it is ]U‘esentod to us 
in a form very shocking to our artistic ideas. 
It is an episode in the giganti(! epic of the 
Mahabharata, and comes in at the pouit where 
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of the great battle between his sons ajid his 
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a few words recites this long j)oeni, which is 
the Bhagawad Gita. Tlie effect is much as if 
some one had inserted a versified form of the 
Pliaedo into tlio twoiity-fourtli book of tlie 
Ihad, or f.lie Book of Job into the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

“ To us what appears to bo tlie defect in con- 
struction is so great that it almosf, destroys our 
])ower to appreciate the ])ocm, but to an Indian 
(wliose artistic canons are not as ours) the matter 
[iresents no dilticulty, and he can, without shock, 
switch off Ids inba’est from the battle to the 
theological and theosopliical exegesis. 

Arjuna, then, with his brethren, his armies, 
and Ids allies has marched to the seat of his 
ancestors to r('cover by bat tle his heritage framlu- 
leiitly wrested from him and wrongfully letaincd. 
The armies of the usui'jicrs also are marshalled 
over against him on this day of battle Avldch 
can havm no moiiow. The hosts await but the 
signal to engage. 

“ xVrjuna hesitated. His cause is just and 
victory certain. But who arc his enemies V His 
kinsmen, blood of his blood, bone of his bone, 
the venerable chieftahis of his race, the pre- 
ceptors and exaniple.s of his jouth. What vill 
piotit him a victory over those with whom the 
lewards of victory are in general shared, and 
therefore only precious '! Can any cause, how- 
evei' just, which must be gamed by the effusion 
of blood, and of such blood, bo really hallowed ? 

E 
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“ To liiin thus hesitating speaks his charioteer, 
who is in reaUty tlic god Krishna in mortal form. 

‘ It is tlie duty of all men,’ he says, ‘ to contend 
for the right, whether the triumph of the light 
profits them personally or not. To each man 
his own arms and his own means of fighting, 
but on the warrior class is laid the special duty 
of fighting to effusion of blood. This [icing a 
special command supersedes the geiuTaJ Com- 
mand of religion, which bids us cliei’ish those 
of our own blood and veiK'ratc the aged.’ Thus 
reassured, Arjuna iicgins the fight.” 

Having considered these argumeni.s. J again 
addressed my friend, saying: “ This iiipmciion 
directs men of the. uarrioi' caste to slied tiic 
blood of the enemies of faith and religion. Now, 
aidmitting for the moment tliat tiu' English ai'o 
the enemies of faitli and r(>iigion, ho\^ can this 
injunction justify men of ilie Ifiahmin caste in 
taking on themselves the panoply of the warrior, 
or in gras])ing the secret weapons of the assassin V 
Is it not jiroper for th<*m to light tlie laicmies 
of faith and religion with the w(.‘apons proper 
to them — namely, tiulr jicn and their brains ? 
Is not this Brahminical tiafiicking with murder 
an example of that very confusion of castes, 
that very adhartna to combat v hieh the god 
takes on himself a mortal form '! ” My friend 
said: “Read on, and you will see that at the 
time of the manifestation of the godJiead all 
things proceed from him and are again absorbed 



ASSASSINATION 


67 


in him. Thus, when the god manifests himself 
for the destruction of evil, there can he no dis- 
tinction of caste and caste, so that wluit is lawful 
for one caste is lawful for all, aiul what is incum- 
bent on one maji is incumbent on every man.” 
Having examined tlu* poem more closely, it 
appc'ai'cd tliat it was indeed ca])able of that 
interpretatit)!!, tliougli later ^•escensionists, shocked 
at the dangeTf)us antinomianism so easily de- 
ducible from such doctriiU', Jiad dcaa* their best 
to attentuate the meaning ol I Ik* oT'igiiial text. 

Thus one of the hig]u“.d. aud holiest of saemi 
l.)ooks served as an arsi'ual whence texts could 
be drawn which might confirm the hesitating 
resolution of A. : but tlu're was, in truth, shght 
need of askiiig for the blessing of V ishim on their 
attianpt. Tli<‘ conspirators weix' linkcid together 
in the scrviei^ of a darker and piimal deity, who 
is not (uirious what blood is shed, or who sheds 
it, so it be identifid. 

Having decided to kill, and having selected 
the victim, the mxt thing was to select the 
weajxm. Hctc there was small ciioiee. '^Fhe 
assassin is in general com[)elled to opt between 
the knife, the bomb, ajul the ])istol. Tlu* use 
of a knife by a weak lad against a powerful jnan 
surrouiifh'd Ijy friends was not advisable. In 
theory the bond) is an excellent weapon. It is 
easily caridfal, can be thrown from a distance, 
and does not indicate its point of departure. 
There weie, however, practical ditticulties. The 
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Indian at that tinie had no very trustworthy 
bomb at his disposal. It is true that a small 
treatise on the ait of bomb- making had been 
eirculated in India, the produetion apparently 
of some entliusiastic German anarchist. It con- 
tained formulas for the eonstruction’ of about 
twenty Jiigh explosives, with diagrams of the 
appropriate detonators, and a full description 
of various kinds of bombs suitable for use on 
particular occasions. There Avere, for instance', 
bombs to be used against regular tToo])s or in 
street riots, or for blowing u]i railway bridges, 
or for insertion in broughams or bathrooms, and 
there was an ingenious bomb to be constructed 
in a glass bottle, very usefrtl foi' striking panic 
in a church or theatr’e. The maker of this latter 
was adjured ter remember that tlie comrade who 
used it was almost certain to be lynched by tlie 
infuriated and brutal survivors, who bad ser'n, 
perhaps, their wives and daughter’s blinded and 
mutilated, and that he was bound tbereforr'. to 
be particularly careful to make the projectile as 
effective as ]iossiblc, so that the martyr' at the 
moment of evisceration might have the satis- 
faction of knowing that he had lacerated great 
numbers of the filthy emmiy. The Indian was, 
howxver, not a good chemist, anti found it very 
difficult to make use of formulas where meticu- 
lous accuracy in combination is iificessary if the 
resulting compound is to be saftt and effective'. 
The construction of good detonators was also 
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beyond his technical skill, and he was further 
hampered' in respect of the shell of the bomb 
by the fact that at that time tliere were few or 
no foundries in Indian hands. To approach a 
European or Goanese ii'onmaster w'ith a set of 
su,s])icioiis draAvings, and to ask for tlu' delivery 
in a ceitain time of the article tluTc repre- 
sented, AA as certain to di’aAv doAvn an un])lcasant 
and inquisitorial visit fiom the ])olice. Thus 
the assassin Avas forced to fall back on the 
])istol. 

Thus, though file bomb has played its part 
in the political progress of India, it AAas (in spite 
of the panegyric of Tilak), on the whole, not a 
satisfactory a\ capon. Its exjAlosive aa^is crudely 
compounded and highly eccentric in action. Its 
detonator geiH'ially did not detonate, and the 
container Avas often a brass pot tamped vith 
clay, or a cocoanut shell held together by glut', 
and lasliings. Such, fo]' (‘xample, AA as the missile 
eni])loyed at a later date in the attem])t on the 
A'ieeroy at Ahiiicflabad. The assassin there, 
taking u]) his ])osition tuavr a certain Ashram, 
\A hence a road ran back through ruins ajid mean 
buildings to the country, wait('d till the Vice- 
j'cgal procession, proceeding along the main 
boulevaj-c| under the shadow of the city Avails, 
came o])posite to him. He theiA Hung his bomb, 
and immediately disappeared dow n a side path 
and Avas seen no more. The bomb fell on the 
Viceregal umbrella of state, and thence rolled 
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innocuous and unheeded on to tlie road. No 
attempt was madc^ to stop the assassin, either 
by the plentifiil populace, who, seeing him run, 
thought tlicy were well (piit of a kiiave, or by 
the Viceregal escort, who wei’c pi',j;alysed by 
surprise and etiquette. Tlie jwocession j)ass('d 
on and the mob followed it, leaving the cocoa- 
nut dei('.lict by the side of the load. Ihescnily 
it was perceived by an old nmnicijial swi'cpcr, 
who. desirous of a free an<i refreshing diink, 
picked it up and struck ii one(' or tv\ ie(‘ against 
the Avheol of a sanitary cart', ddie bomb, losing 
])atience, exploded, blowing off the hand of 
Buddoo. Tie wiped the mutilated stump in the 
dust, and continued his bemtiet'nt activities. 
The victim was widl pensioned, and th(' (dieery 
people of Cu'/.ei'at (aijoyed a hearty langl; at 
Maratha heroics, which had dune nothing but 
make the fortuiu' of an old seavengc-r. d'lie 
incident had, however, some furthor cimserpiencc's, 
Avhich 1 may hcr('aft<a- relate. 

In the meantinK' it is clear that to avoid sin h 
fiascos the resolute assassin was tlii'own back 
on the use of the automatic and revolver. But 
the.se were not ovi'r easy to (-htain. 'I’lu' Covern- 
ment of India had in those <!a\s a siwere Arms 
Act. Its object in this legislation, aimed at 
preventing the giaiei'al possession of lethal Aveapons 
by its subjects, was not so much to prevent 
armed attacks on its anthoiity, for little is to be 
feared by an established Government from un- 
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disciplined mobs armed wiili sliot-guns or sport- 
ing rifles, -as to render the communal and religious 
riots, which even in tliosc benighted days did 
occur', less bloody, as also to protect its unwarlike 
subjects from raids by annc'd marauders. The 
rules are how much relaxed, but evc'Ji now the 
})ossessi()n of concealed weajrons is not pf'rmitted, 
exce])i in very special ch'cumslances. In those 
days it- was (juite impossible f<<r any Indian to bo 
legally in possession of reve.lv(Ts or automaties. 
The murde r clubs tri(‘d their b('st to arm them- 
selves with suitabh' weapons. Some were sold 
by unscrupulous Kui'opeans, sonu' were stolen, 
some. Vicj'e sumggied. but the su]»ply was not 
anything like equal to the demand. 

The story of one lot of Browning pistols has 
a certain interest. An Indian named Cl. was 
anxious to qualify as a tailor aceoiding to Kng- 
lisi) methods. He worki'd his way to England, 
ami got SOUK' sort or o<'CU]>ation in tlic desired 
tmiployment. Tie was jniserably poor, and shared 
a room in some hl.ist End slum with three com- 
patriots. Each of th(' four bought one large 
loaf every wer-k and shared it fraternally. A 
certain Indian ('inploycci by a certain organisa- 
tion then domiciled in London ajrproached C. 
and offererl him board and lodging in a certain 
hostel nr exchange for jrart-time sci'vnce as a 
cook. Th(! offer was acce})ted gratefully, and C. 
resided for some months in these comparatively 
luxurious quarters, till, in fact, he had qualified 
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in his art. He now wished to return to India, 
and his patrons gave him permission to depart, 
saying, however, “ We have shown you kmdness, 
and it is now your tui'n to do somotliing for us. 
Go to Paris, sec M. N. there, and do wliat he 
tells you.” C. had no option hut to comply. 
In Paris he was granted an interview with M. N., 
who. j)roducing a (ioiisignment of twenty-five 
Browning pistols, asked liim to smuggle' them 
into India for him, and to deliver tlu'm to a 
certain destination. C., on being asked sub- 
sequently why lie Jiad consented to do a thing 
dangerous in itself, and in any ease unbei^oming 
to a loyal and well-disj)osed subject sucli as he 
was, Te])lied, “ What could I do ? I'liese pe'()])le 
had claims on mi' by reason of their lios])itality. 
Having eaten their bread, I must do tlu'ii' will.” 
At that time the French Government wa^ voik- 
ing in great harmony with the British (lovein- 
ment in respect of Indian exiles, but the visit 
of C. appi'ars to have escapi'd the vigilance of 
the Surete. and ('., with the ])istoIs and their 
ammunition embedded in his bundle of tailorhig 
samples, passed thi'ough the Bombay Customs 
unsuspected and unquestioned. Tlu^ jiistols vvi're 
delivered to their legitimate consignee, and wei'e 
thence distributed to jilaec'S wlu're it apj^eari'd 
they would do most good. All were ultimately 
hunted down by the ])oliia', and the story of the 
various fates and fortunes of these weajKms and 
their possessors will, if ever disinterred from 
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Departmental archives, form a veritable saga of 
detection. • 

If I am not in error the pistol nsed at Pandhu- 
purara was one of tins consignment. The neo- 
phyte was taken out some distance along a 
fairly unfi'cquentcd road, and had some prac- 
tice; shots at a ]hpal-troc. Ammunition was 
scarce and could not be wasted, but he found 
small difficulty in managing the unfamiliar 
weapon, and his marksmanship, which was in 
any case surprising when one reflects how tricky 
and perverse are these automatics, seemed a 
fuithei- proof, if proof was needed, that his 
entet'])riso was ajeproved by the gods. 

The man, the arms, and the resolution being 
thus pi'ovided, and the victim selected, the next 
tiling was to find an ojiportunity. In this they 
had small difficulty. Here I shall again quote 
from the account of my informant. “■ Mr K. w as 
on the eve of transfer to an important post in 
another city. He* had bioki'ii up his house and 
had despatched his family to tlie ncAv station, 
and, while he was wmding up ins jiresent charge 
and could hand over to Ids successor, was staying 
with me. 1 had also in my house Mr Z., a young 
civilian fresh out from England. As is usual 
in the case of officers under transfer, faiewell 
parties were offered to Mr K., and as lie was 
a very jiopular otKcer, who had been long m the 
District, and had confeiTcd benefits on all classes, 
these ])arties were very numerous, even the 
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humblest communities uushing to give Jiim god- 
,si)eed. On the night in question he was invited 
to a special pcrfornianco at the tlieatre, for he 
was an amateur and cncourager of tlie Jiithan 
drama. He and Mr Z. were to dine at tlu^ house 
of a friend, and to go on thence with two ladies 
to tlui theatre. I saw him just before he set 
out. and congratulated him on tlie number of 
betel-nuts he dreav from ids pockets. foT’ gilded 
betel-nuts are the valueless and ])rieeless syml)ols 
of respect and affection. I myself A\as invitefl 
as a guest to the theatrical ];erfoi'manee, i)ut 
being well aavare of the existence of the murder 
club, both from current fanu; and from somces 
of information peculiar to jnvself. it was my 
praeti(;e to refuse all invitations wliieh call('d 
for a visit to tlie city l»y night. 'Fhat any 
tlanger meiraccd Air K. nevci’ enten^d my 
head. 

That evening after (iinner 1 was sitting read- 
ing in my study, wlaai a servrmt came in and 
said that there was a distuibajice in the city, 
which lay about a mile off. It was not my duty 
to rc[)ress the commotions of tlu; |>opulace, but 
in tlie circumstances J Ihotight it well to go 
down in order to see what was happening and 
what was expedient. Walkittg, therefore, across 
the old parade grouiui, 1 had not gone more 
tlian a hnv hunrlred yards bilore I tnet a pro- 
cession of two ladies witli Mr Z. and the Indian 
city police oflicer walking. Behind them were 
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four men caiTying a stretcher. On the stretcher 
was the c(Jr])se of Mr K. 

It aj^jeared that shortly after entering the 
theatre', Mr K. and his jiarty had moved along 
the gangway through the auditorium towarils 
the reserved seats. While h(' was thus in rlie 
thi'OJig, some }H'rson oi' persons had discharged 
a pistol or [tistols, apparently a llrowning, at 
point -hlajde range'. The Iheuvning ])istoI is small 
and it! aj»))earane(' loy-liht'. Imt it has great 
hallisti’- [lowers, and its nirkel bullet is higiily 
]K'netrat ive. Struck by seven bulh'ts, I\Ir K. 
fell to till' grotni'l and dii'd iilmost imnu'diatcly. 
Th(' (•ro!\e|',‘d tticatre- fell into confusion, tind in 
that I'onfiision it was im])ossible to tijtjirehend 
o!' even to rt'cognist' the' asstissin. In that dis- 
aster the' companions e>f Mr K. elhl and said 
nothing unweirliiy the'ir race. While' eme laely 
sii])poited t'lie head eif the licae! man, the other, 
('■^corted ley tin' vnimg civilian, v, e'lit enit into 
tiie elai'kness and uniiuown dangc'r to seek assist- 
ance. 

Sue'h eeas the story teeld to me by those noc- 
turnal trave'lleu's. Having as.surcel myself of the 
ti'ancpiillity of the city, and seen the ladies to 
tiieir home, anei having taken the eeupse' to its 
eiwn liome anel transferre!d my quaileu's there, 
I awaiteel deve'loj)mejits. The rest of the narra- 
tion is not relevant for ]>resent j.nu'jjoses.” 

Dh'd Abner as a fool dietli ? I tliink that 
this man died rather as one wortliy of envy. 
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To live in peril of assassination leaves no man 
unaSected, but it is impossible to tell beforehand 
how imminent peril of death Avill affect him. 
I have known the most stupid and unimaginative 
clods broken up by the terror of imagined death, 
while men of keen susceptibility and vivid powers 
of imagination often feel a tingling exhilaration 
in that presence felt but unseen. In other cases 
the stupid man goes stupidly to his doom, and 
to the man of nerves the King of Terrors is a 
King of Terrors indeed. »Some t'xhaust them- 
selves in vain ])recautions, vain because none 
may advance or retard the assigned Jiioment, 
and because against a resolute assassin brazen 
tOA\er.s and domestic guards avail not ; others 
put on a bold recklessness which th(\v imagine 
to be courage, but which is in fact tlie bravado 
of despair. Thtsse enormities A\'ere not. seen in 
Mr K. He took leasonable precautions and n<.» 
more. He did his allotted task calmly and 
manfully. He died instantaneously and withoid 
pain in the tlower of his ag(‘, smroimded by 
friends even in the moment of a stut of trium})h. 
His killing excited univ(Tsal hoiror, and it was 
noticeable that the Indian press, u Inch on these 
occasions generally vibrates with the com-ealed 
exultation of a pack of ghouls attiaiding in tlu^ 
disguise of mourners at the funejal of a well- 
fed citizen, abstained on this occasion from its 
usual comments. But to return to the assassin. 

The assassin A. had attended the theatre with 
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two delegates from the murder club. The latter 
had taken no part in the actual crime, but were 
equally implicated. The three sej)arated, and 
A., slipping out of the theatre, made for home 
and safety. He was, however, soon arrested. 
This, if the' story told at the time of his arrest 
be line, was duo to an accident worthy of record. 
PaiidhuY>uram is some seven miles from a rail- 
way, but is easily reached fj’om two railway 
stations. One of tht^se is at the village called 
Dewkaran, and the other at the village called 
Harsol. At. Ilarsol there is a large depot of 
Britisli trooYJs, many of tliem drawn from the 
L(jn(ion area. Tli(‘ Govenimcnt therefore, think- 
ing tJie name Harsol too dithcnlt, (uilh^d the 
cantonment, and consequently the station, by 
the name of Dewkaran. Consequently, when a 
station came to b(' built at the village of Dew- 
karau, that Jiame was ahi'ady occuj)ied, and 
the station was called Pan(lhu})uram Road. The 
Hidian ])easant is su})erl)ly indilferejit to the 
nomenclative whims of his rnlers, so that, for 
instance, the names of Tughlakabad and SJiah- 
jelianabatl have Y»ejished while tlu‘. names of 
Dellii ajid Agra endure, and even Hyderabad in 
till' Deccan is still called by the local Hindus 
by its old name of Jiliagnagar. I'd the villager, 
tJierefore, Harsol remained Harsol, and Dew- 
karan lemained Dewkaran. A. made straight 
for the raiUvay. He intended to board the train 
at Harsol village, and asked for that station 
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by tlio name given in the railway guide — that is, 
Dewkaran. He was direeted to tlie, village of 
Dewkaran — that is, to the station of Pandhu- 
]>urani Road. He had a long wait here, and 
the station is small and trallie is li)nited and 
well watched. Tlie attention of the ])olie(^ ollieer 
in charge was attracted to the singular circum- 
stance that a strange Drahinin boy w as travelling 
alone at a late hour of the night aw'ay from 
Pandhu])uram. (V)nsc(juenlly, when the news of 
the assassination reached him, he teh‘gra|»hed 
on to a junction some hours U]) the line to search 
and arrest. A. was accordingly arrestt'd ami 
brought back to Pandhujuiram, w here', after some 
hesitation, he made a very ingenuous confession. 

T have in general fouivl Indian criminals, and 
])articularly Indian political criminals, very yu'ojio 
to confess, if tactfully ajid sym))at helically in- 
teiTOgated. Tlu; Iitdian criiidnal is. in any case, 
much inoi(; incliuerl to confess, than we are, a 
peculiarity due partially to his fatalism, which 
teaches lum that tJie gaiiu' is up and that it is 
useless to struggle, and partially to a h.ope that 
leniency may bo shown by his caytor if cou- 
tritioji is shown. There is also the fear of toi- 
ture, or at least of pix'ssure, ap])lied to relatives 
and neighbours. i>ut, for wdiatevcj- j'eason a 
conf(‘ssion is made, there is in general much 
truth in it, and an ('xperienced oflicer has in 
general no difficulty in asraataining what y)arts 
are true and what i)arts are lies. It. is to be 
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remembered tliat such a confession can foi-jn 
merely a basis for investigation, for a confession 
made to a police officer is not arlmitted to pro- 
bation in a court of law. In the ease of political 
criminals tlicre is also the tendency tt) glory in 
their deed, ■particularly when, as is usual in the 
East, politics and religion are iiiextricahly mixed. 
The Loi'd has chosen us weak instruments to 
ebect His miglity ])urposes ; should we conceal 
the favour wliich Kc has done us by this desigjia- 
tion V d’hen there is the (letente, the general 
relaxation of the will, which has been screwed 
up too tight belw(‘.en the time when the act was 
(hhermiiu'd and its acconi[)iishnient. In this re- 
laxation all pu\v(‘r, including the ])ower to be 
reticent, tciuporai'ily vanislies. (hiided by this 
inge/mous statement, the: able i)olice. offieers and 
magistrates, who wei'c soon on the spot, had 
little difficulty in unrav(dling the whole story, 
and it was not lotig before jiot only the com- 
panions of A., Imt also the members of the 
murder club, wei-e under anest. 

It is related of a eeitain Dulvc of Modena that 
be wrote to his Minister, " 1 luive caught three 
Jjiberals, send me tin' Itangman.’ This sc'iitence 
is always (jiioted as an ('xaiuj)l(' of tlie reaot.iotiary 
tyranny of that potcjitatc, but the truth is that 
the Coutiiu'ntal inodes I’equire that wlien a eom’t- 
niartial is convened tlierci should always be in 
attendance the officer whose tluty it is to carry 
out the sentence, so that there may bo no delay 
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between sentence (should such be passed) and 
execution. So rigorous is that rule^ that the 
proceedings of a court-martial held without easy 
access to the executioner are null and void. The 
phrase, therefore, i»)crcly meant that the Duke 
intended to try his prisoners by court-iiiartial ; 
it (iid not mean that he intended to condemn 
them xmjustly. The rule is salutary, and is, as 
a matter of fact, in force in the case of whkit 
arc known as frontier outrages. If it is necessary 
to have a special court and special procedure, 
in the case of political crime, then let the Court 
be composed of upright soldiers, guided but not 
controlled by lawyers, and let the j)rocedure be 
summary and the execution (if such be decieed) 
immediate. Hut as a matter of fact, in States 
where justice is well administered, there shonld 
not, in the case of ]iolitical crime, except in the 
case and at the time of armed and furious sedi- 
tion, be any need of sjjecial tribunals at all. 
Political crime might to be punished swiftly and 
certainly, but then all crime ought so to be 
punished. If the legal pro(;eduic and the con- 
stitution of ihe ordmary tribunals be such that 
political crime cannot be punished i)i'omptly and 
with due severity, then most certainly tlui law' 
and the Courts are inadequate to deal with 
ordmary crime, for political crime! is in general 
far easier of probation than ordinary crime. 
What is w'anted, then, is a general ovoi'haul of 
the whole adjective criminal law, and not the 
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erection of special tribunals. In the present 
case both the assassins and the conspn-ators were 
brought to trial before a most august special 
tribunal, having its seat in one of the greatest 
cities of tJie Kiujiire. The trials were necessarily 
protracted, and while they caused the delibciu- 
tion, tlie impartiality, and gravity of British 
justice to he gcaierally admired, ycd too many 
susceptible youths ff)rgot their hoiTor of the 
crime in admiration of the criminals and envy 
of tluir assuni])tion of the princi])al lolcs in a 
tragedy so s])lendKlly staged. All three prin- 
ci])als were convicted and condcjmu'd to death. 
A. is said to liava; expressval his contrition at 
liaving killed K.. whom he now learned to bo a 
good man, but the otluTs blanu'd the tyranny 
of the ()lov('rnnu'nt wliich had taken three lives 
for one. 

Til!' lengthy pioceetlings in the two cases of 
tJie I.*andhu])uraii\ murder and tlio Pandhuxmram 
conspiracy furnish the stiuk'ut with valuable 
materials in respect of the numtality of the 
assassin and tiie c:ons])irator. It is, I fear, not a 
v'ciy agreeable study, and one lises from it with 
a fc'eling of hopelessness and of strong compas- 
sion, not only for the victims, but for the cul- 
prits, victims themselves of unhealthy physical 
and mental surroundhigs. 

Let us begin by etymology. Assassin is de- 
rived fi'om the Avord hashish, which in Arabic 
mctans any plant. To the Oriental the plant par 

r 
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eoccellence is hemp, cannabis Indica. The eflfebt 
of the drug prepared from the exudations of 
Indian hemp is, if taken in accordance with the 
admonitions of the experienced, apparently to 
destroy the limitations of time and space. Thus 
to himself “ the subject of the Emetald King ” 
appears to have passed from this phenomenal 
universe into a universe not conditioned by 
these illusory accidents. To such a man death 
is nothing, because it can do no more and no 
less than the drug has already done. We poor 
mortals dread death because it is the threshold 
of the unknown, to the ganja smoker it is merely 
a dark passage from the known to the known. 
Such a man, therefore, will shrink neither from 
inflicting nor from suffering death in a cause 
which he considers just and holy. Thus it was 
that the fedawis or devotees of the House of 
Ismail, launching this word ‘ assassin ’ on to a 
startled universe, were the scourge of the Frank 
and Moslem princes of the Near East, till they 
were extirpated by the sword of the Mongols 
and of Baibars. The organisation of the fedawis 
perished, but the assassin remains. 

This transcension of the limits of time and 
space, to which the drug enables the ganja 
smoker to attain, is also the first step on the 
mystic path, and that universe where there is 
no time or space, which is the paradise of the 
drug-taker, is the first halting-place on that 
interminable journey. It is true that the ascetic 
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frequently has recourse to uiechanical means, 
and not 'least to ganja, to free himself from 
the bonds of this world, but tlie use of such by- 
paths is condemnable and condemned. The 
mystic attains his ends by different means. I 
do not intend to expatiate on this topic, for it 
is not safe for the ordinary man uninstructed, 
arrogant, actuated perhaps by vulgar curiosity 
to take even the first steps on the way. To 
sweep and garnish the guest-chamber may be 
wise, but it is not wise to fling open the doors 
to the night and to let enter what will. 

This, however, may be said, that it is not 
wise for the ordinary man to brood too long and 
too deeply on any one subject. Such brooding 
is unsafe for all, and is particularly dangerous 
Avhen there is some mental instability. Homi- 
cides are often men who have brooded too long 
and too deeply over some real or fancied griev- 
ance. If the grievance be one affectmg the 
homicide as a juivate individual, we call that 
homicide a murderer ; if it be a grievance affect- 
ing him as a citizen of a city, whether that city 
be some body politic or the church or humanity, 
then we call that homicide an assassin. 

It is, of course, the case tliat just as all mur- 
derers are not the instruments of a dominant 
idea, for many murderers commit the crime after 
careful calculation of the chances and prudent 
weighmg of risk against profit, so it is not true 
that all assassins are men of warped mentahty. 
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Thus, for instance, in antiquity the duty of 
tyrannicide was so inculcated into’ generous 
youth that among all the companions of the 
dagger, from Aristogeiton to the slayers of 
Carinus, there was not one whose spiritual home 
was a mental home. Christianity and Islam are 
both so hostile to murder, the one on account 
of its doctrines as to the sanctity of human life, 
and the other on account of its prohibition of 
anticipating the will of God, that the sane and 
normal assassin is there more rare. Yet even in 
those states he exists. Felton and the extreme 
Covenanters and Cameronians were gloomy fana- 
tics, but in no way insane. Charlotte Corday 
seems to have been a normal girl. Some of the 
Irish assassins appear to have agreeable guests 
at the hospitable board. Alexander Berkmann, 
who missed being an assassin only by his ill- 
luck, appears from his books to have been a 
man of strong and sane intellect. The political 
principles of these men were no doubt erroneous, 
but, fortunately, to possess erroneous principles 
in politics is not yet an indicium of insanity, 
or even of feeble-mindedness. It is not, there- 
fore, correct to say that all political assassins are 
degenerates. 

Still excluding gloomy fanatics on the one side 
and mere maniacs like Damien and Ravaillac on 
the other, it is true enough that it is among 
morbid youth that the assassin-master finds his 
readiest recruits. Great vanity amounting to 
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megalomania, loquacity, addiction at times to 
solitary brooding, at times to hectic gaiety, 
abnormal sensitiveness both physical and mental, 
and often clear indications of perverted sexuality, 
these are the marks of the potential assassin. 
Such were Gerard and Jaureguy, and such were 
many of our Indian assassins. Poor boys of good 
family, they were unable to many, and it is not 
good for an atlolesctnt Oriental to be celibate. 
Excluded by tlicir caste from many lucrative and 
interesting occupations, they were in general, 
owing either to poor physique or to deficient 
intelligence or to a nervous irritability, impatient 
of discipline, incai)able of qualifying for a learned 
profession, or for Government service. Many of 
them had devoted themselves to a dark ritual 
trying to the strongest nerves. Take such a lad 
at a suitable moinent. Expose him to continual 
repetition of the same theme : “ You are un- 

happy, and so is all around you. The reason of 
this rmhapjnness is the oppression of the Govern- 
ment, and the anger of the mother insulted and 
violated, as she now is, by foreigners.” Leave 
him to brood. The thought would become 
dominant, and projected from his own conscious- 
ness the image of the Satanic, Government would 
appear in visible form filling the habitable mii- 
verse. Because of it his food becomes tasteless, 
his sleeps arc no sleeps, the love of parents and 
sisters and friends is poisoned to him, the sun 
and the stars give no benign hght, the genial 
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rains bring no refreshment. How can we destroy 
this horror ? The Government is all-pervading 
and omnipresent, and one camiot, by the arm 
of the flesh, destroy a system any more than 
one can destroy an idea. Some concrete symbol 
of the evil spirit must be selected and destroyed. 
Let us therefore prepare the sacrificial altars, 
for when the altars are dressed the victim will 
not be far off. 

It remains to be said that a system whose 
representatives are contuiually exposed to assas- 
sination requires amendment. It may be a bad 
system, in which case its clear duty is to commit 
suicide as soon as possible, or it may be a good 
system, but in that case there must be some- 
thing wrong with its propaganda and publicity 
department. It was the hope of the statesmen 
responsible for the Indian reforms that, by asso- 
ciating the representatives of the people with the 
operations of the Government, misunderstandings 
might be dispelled, and the purity and benefi- 
cence of its intentions made manifest to all. 
These results have hardly yet l)een attained, but 
we may reasonably hope that in free India purely 
pohtical disputes may be decided at the hustings, 
or at worst on the field of battle or on the scaf- 
fold, and that there will be no need for dissidents 
to emphasise their dissent by use of the dagger, 
the bomb, or the pistol. 
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ASSASSINATION. 

{Continued.) 

The Pandhupuram assassination was a political 
murder. It is true tliat, as usual in the East, 
religion was mixed with the politics, so that it 
is not very easy to disentangle them. Probably 
the assassin himself considered that he was 
acting in defence of his rehgion, and regarded 
himself as a martyr and not as a tyrannicide. 
Still the immediate cause of the assassination 
was the performance by Mr K. of two ordinary 
Executive or judicial acts, which were considered 
by the assassin to be politically unjust and 
oppressive. The assassination therefore cannot 
be properly classed as a religious assassination. 

Religious assassinations pure and simple are 
not very common in India, though they do occiu’, 
and have in late years, with the embitterment of 
religious feelhig between the various communities, 
occurred Avith greater frequency than of old. 
The culprits are invariably Muhammadans, and 
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the victims are, in general, members of other 
communities who have perverted a Muhamma- 
dan, or have in some way insulted the Mussul- 
man faith. Up till recently such outrages were 
in general confined to the frontier districts, 
though the Wahhabi murders of the ’seventies, 
and an occasional unpleasant incident in the 
Moplah country, proved that it is impossihle to 
assign to fanaticism a fixed habitat. The frontier 
outrages were kept in bounds by a special pro- 
cedure and a special punishment. The ghazi or 
religious assassin of the frontier gave no trouble 
to the detective staff. He was anxious to be 
arrested and executed, so that he might the 
sooner share in the joys promised to martyrs. 
The law therefore provided that in such cases 
the offender, immediately on arrest, should be 
tried by a summary process, and on conviction 
should be immediately executed, precluding thus 
all possibihty of a rhetorical glorification of 
murder, or the seduction of susceptible youth 
by the arts of advocacy. The law further pro- 
vided that the corpse of the assassin shoultl be 
reduced to ashes and scattered to the winds. 
It was impossible, therefore, for his admirers to 
show their admiration by making his tomb a 
place of pilgrimage, and as cremation is a custom 
of idolaters and polytheists, its application to 
a corpse did, in the opinion of the vulgar, prevent 
the soul from enjoying the full glories of Paradise. 
The certainty of immediate death in this world, 
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and the possibility of the poena damni in the 
next, rendered it certain that only the most 
ardent fanatic would tread the mart5rr’s path, 
and the mischief was thus kept within reason- 
able bounds. In recent years, since certain 
Hindu religions have begun to proselytise, and 
have made many efforts to attract hack to the 
Hindu fold certain communities, wliich, though 
nominally MusUm, yet retained the memory of 
theii' Hinduism, and many of their caste prac- 
tices, assassinations of prominent missionaries 
have from time to time occurred, but they are 
even now not frequent. It must be observed 
that though religious assassination is confined to 
Mussulmans, yet it would he quite reasonable 
for the head of a family in any respectable non- 
Muslim or non-Christian community to put to 
death quietly and without scandal patria potestate 
any member of his family who had accepted 
Islam or Christianity. But these are ordinary 
murders and not assassinations. 

“ I was sitting,” says one of my correspondents, 
“ after dinner outside my tent in the cool of 
the night, struggling not ineffectively with those 
winged, legged, stinging, and malodorous crea- 
tures of God which love light in the darkness, 
when I heard a sound of booted footsteps, and 
thereafter a swishing as of feminine garments. 
I looked up in surprise, and there entered from 
the darkness into the circle of light cast by the 
lamp a soldier. Seeing that he was a Muhamma- 
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dan, and a non-commissioned ofi&cer of a dis- 
tinguished regiment, I asked him to sit down, 
and, after salutations, inquired his business. 
He said, ‘ I have brought the girl and want a 
receipt.’ This caused me much surprise, not 
being one who had the reputation of a squire 
of dames, and not expecting such philanthropy 
in an Indian officer. I therefore inquired further. 
It appeared that the havildar was stationed in 
the neighbouring village, which was also a rail- 
way station, his duty being to receive and for- 
ward goods despatched by train and destined 
for his regiment, which was stationed at a 
remote inland cantonment. He Avas a smart, 
handsome, young officer, and in any case ‘ the 
son of the quarter plcaseth not the eye.’ 

“ There was in that village a certain shop- 
keeper of the X caste. This shopkeeper had a 
daughter of the inamageable age, but not 
married, nor likely to be in that remote place. 
How things had come to that })itch I do not 
know, but on the night in question the girl, 
dressed in her best and with all her jewels, had 
appeared in the quarters of Zabardast Khan, 
my visitor, and had begged him to marry her, 
expressing her willingness to embrace Islam. 
On the pretext of finding a kazi he had induced 
her to follow him, had laden her into a cart, and 
had brought her straight to my camp. He now 
asked me to deal with the matter, and in par- 
ticular to give liim a receipt showing the exact 
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hour when he handed over this delicate charge. 
The matter seemed somewhat beyond the sphere 
of my duties, but he was very pressing, and to 
avoid scandal I said I would deal with the 
matter. I therefore praised his discretion, gave 
him his certificate, and allowed him to depart. 
The matter of the girl was more difficult, as 
when she discovered she was abandoned she did 
not take the matter at all philosophically, and 
I knew little of her language. However, ulti- 
mately I bestowed her in good hands for the 
night. The next day I asked certain experienced 
persons what was the meaning of this affair. 
They said that the girl belonged to the X caste, 
and that the X caste, though not over-strict in 
respect of irregularities that may take place 
within the caste itself, yet would by no means 
tolerate any sort of exogamy on the part of 
their women ; and that further, it invariably 
killed all members of the caste, men or women, 
who accepted Islam. This being so, iny mihtary 
visitor had no desire to figure eitlier as principal 
or assistant in a sensational murder case, and 
had therefore hurried to rid himself of his charm- 
ing but dangerous visitor in circumstances which 
could leave no doubt that he had neither en- 
couraged nor profited by her act. Having ascer- 
tained these facts, I found it necessary to dispose 
of the girl, who was now in a state of dull and 
hopeless despair, perfectly passive, and wholly 
incapable of initiative. There being no help for 
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it, I sent for her father, whom I knew well, 
and reasoned with him, saying that he was 
much in fault in keeping a girl of that age in a 
desolate village, and that he should be thankful 
that nothing worse had happened. He said he 
would take her home gladly and treat her kindly, 
and would send her to his father’s house, which 
was in a great city. So 1 appioved of his design, 
but added that 1 should require of him from 
time to time an account of her wellbeing. He 
took her away, and I wrote to certain of my 
friends in that great city to keep an eye on the 
girl and her family. Six nmnths after she was 
dead — of fever as it appeared. Such were in those 
days the customs of the X caste : it is more 
liberal now,” 

I remember also the case in which a very 
depraved young person, a widow, belonging to 
the wealthy and important Y caste fled from 
her husband’s home (which was in a native 
State) and took refuge in British India, where 
she professed Islam and enterc'd into numerous 
matrimonial alliances. The family used very 
mighty levers indeed to have her arrested and 
extradited on a bogus charge of theft, but the 
general opinion was that on her arrival in her 
home town the criminal case would be dropped, 
and the matter disposed of in a much more 
summary and primitive manner. The supposed 
intentions of the family were rather commended 
than blamed even by the Muhammadans. The 
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intentions, however, of the family were frus- 
trated by an accident, and the peccant widow 
was permitted to lead her own hfe, without fear 
of what drastic discipline a family can apply in 
such cases. 

These are all instances of old date, and I 
daresay people are more accommodating nowa- 
days to the spirit of the age. But these murders 
(if they were such) or similar murders, concern- 
ing which there was no doubt, were not to be 
classed even as murders from intolerance. The 
victim had brought disgrace on the family, and 
the disgrace must be wiped out. The victim 
indeed would have been exposed to equal risk 
had she strayed from the strict patli without 
changing or attcmjrting to change her religion. 
The apostasy merely aggravated the crime by 
making it notorious and irrevocable. At the 
present conjuncture it is still essential that the 
family should be kept strong and united, and 
that the caste should be able to control that 
vast area of behaviour not affected by the criminal 
law. It would therefore be perhaps hardly 
proper to class these cases with the genuine 
murders, for they are rather of the order of 
informal executions. Far less therefore can they 
properly be reckoned among the religious assas- 
sinations or oven the rehgious murders. 

So far, then, religious assassination is not a 
very common crime in India, within the limits of 
which country the frontier districts are only by 
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an accident included. There is one sect, however, 
which does from time to time commit religious 
assassinations, and an account of their motives 
and actions would appear interesting and in- 
structive. 

I once found set down on my board a certain 
probate case. It appeared that a well-to-do 
Muhammadan widow, belonging to a powerful 
family of merchants, had died leaving a will 
by which, among other bequests, she had be- 
queathed about five thousand rupees to certain 
specified charities. Prima facie, on the applica- 
tion and affidavits, the genuineness of the will 
and the capacity of the testatrix seemed amply 
established, but it appeared that very peremp- 
tory caveats had been put in by several members 
of the late husband’s family. The objections 
were numerous and most diverse. The testatrix 
had never made the will, wliich was a mere 
forgery. Some one had held the dead hand of 
the testatrix, and had thus written her signature. 
The testatrix had imagined she was signing a 
will of a perfectly different nature, but a slit 
had been cut in the paper of the genuine docu- 
ment, and the will now propounded had been 
subterirnposed, so that her signature had been 
obtained by trickery. She had been forced by 
threats to execute the will propounded, or had 
had such moral and religious pressure put on 
her as to amount to coercion. Such or similar 
were the objections taken to the will, and it 
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seemed to me very surprising that a question of 
the disposal of what was after all a property 
very insignificant in comparison with the wealth 
of the family should cause so much heat. More- 
over, it appeared that eminent counsel were 
briefed on bach side, and the array of witnesses 
was appalling. I said to the clerk : “ This 

seems likely to be a long and troublesome case, 
so you must fix three clear days for it.” He 
replied : “As your Honour pleases, but perhaps 
some of the witnesses may not appear.” Sure 
enougli on the day of trial the only witnesses 
who appeared for the executors were the European 
nurse, a Parsi doctor, and a Hindu pleader ; 
the other witnesses (about twenty in number, 
and all Muhammadans) were absent. All of 
them sent excuses. Tliree of them were on their 
death-beds. Others were attending the obsequies 
of some near and dear relation. Some had taken 
a vow to pay a pilgrimage to a distant shrine, 
and the last boat for Basra was just leaving. 
Some were summoned as witnesses in some other 
matter by distant and superior Courts, and two, 
if I remember right, were in jail. Surprised by 
this universal defection, I looked more closely 
into the matter, and the truth then appeared. 
The deceased woman had married into a family 
of Khojas, and had adopted the tenets of the 
Khojas, though her father’s family had aban- 
doned them. According to the rehgion of the 
Khojas, it is not lawful for a testator to bequeath 
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sums of money to any particular charity : he 
must leave what he wishes to charity in general, 
and it is then the right and duty of the head of 
the sect (or his local representative) to apply 
the bequest as may seem good to him. The 
wUl therefore as propounded, leaving’ as it did a 
largish sum assigned to particular charities, 
amounted, in tlic opinion of the sect, to public 
act of apostasy on the part of a prominent 
member of the sect. Those therefore who were 
called to testify to the genuineness of the will 
knew that they were being called to testify to 
the genuineness of the apostacy, which, according 
to Indian ideas, no man would do unless he 
approved and abetted the act of the apostate. 
Such witnesses therefore would themselves be 
tinged with the guilt of apostacy, and as at that 
time feeling was running very high in the com- 
munity on this subject, they had, or thought 
they had, an excellent chance of being mur- 
dered. Hence their reluctance to appear. 

It is in the present juncture of affairs worth 
while to explain at some length what the point 
at issue was between the Khojas and other 
Mussulmans ; for the question of tlie Khilafat, 
though at present dormant, lias been and will 
be again a question of vital interest not only 
for the Mussulmans but also for any power 
which numbers Mussulmans among its subjects, 
or which may be compelled to enter into political 
relations with any Mussulman State. 
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• The prophet Muhammad died leaving no direc- 
tions as to the appointment of his successor. 
He, no doubt, had not fully made up his mind 
as to who was the most suitable to assume tho 
heavy but glorious burden of the Khalifat, and 
was probably in expectation that some fiirther 
revelation would be sent down. In the agonies 
of death he appears to have made some attempts 
to declare his will, but these attempts were 
frustrated, and the city of Islam was thus left 
without a head. A head must be found imme- 
diately, but who and how was he to be selected ? 
One section of the faithful urged the claims of 
Ali, cousin and son-in-law of the prophet. The 
others said that there must be a free and open 
election by the close associates of Muhammad. 
The latter party Avon the day. Ah stood for 
election, but was rejected on the grounds that 
ho refused to agree that he, if elected, should in 
doubtful matters be guided by the opinions of 
the elders. 

This method of choosing a temporal head (for 
the Khalifat is not a spiritual headship only) 
was perhaps in accordance with the anti-mon- 
archical and aristocratic ideas of the pure Arab, 
and with the democratic spirit of Islam, but 
as the religion spread outside the bounds of 
Arabia proper into lands where the inhabitants 
Avere used to strong hereditary monarchies, the 
feeling that an elective Khalifate Avas a fraud 
on the hereditary rights of the prophet’s family 

G 
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became ever stronger. Moreover, there are in 
fact few worse means of selecting a Ufe-monarch 
than by election, especially if the electors are, 
as here, few in number, heads of clans divided 
by deep racial and tribal feuds, and in no wise 
enamoured of a strong master. In this case also 
the usual difficulties did not fail to appear : 
selection of weak old men, heads of factions, 
deep-reaching fissures in the body politic, civil 
war, assassinations. Ultimately the Khalifate 
became practically hereditary : first in the family 
of the most bitter opponents of Muhammad, and 
ultimately in the family of Abbas, uncle himself 
of Muhammad, and for that very rc^ason a rival to 
the house of Ah. Thus Ali and the descendants 
of Ali stood for twelve generations as claimants 
actual or possible to the lordshi]) of Islam over 
against the actual possessors of power, who at 
once hated and feared them. History accord- 
ingly presents no such long-drawn-out tragedy 
as that of the liousc of Ali, the fine flower of 
Arab and Moslem princeliness gifted with every 
quality of a ruler except political cajmeity. Thus 
able neither boldly to seize or definitely to 
renounce the diadem, the Imams of the direct 
Alid line knew few days and evil. Finally, the 
last representative of this direct line vanished 
from among men, and the oppressors could now 
breathe freely. 

But though the direct line of the Alids had 
thus come to an end, collateral branches of the 
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family existed. Thus Jaafar, an orthodox Imam, 
descended that is in direct line from Ali and 
Fatima, and so from Muhammad, having two 
sons, Ismail and Musa set aside liis elder son 
Ismail, and appointed his younger son Musa to 
the apostolical succession. This transfer of 
apostolic right was accepted as legal by the 
vast majority of the followers of Ali, but Ismail 
by no means admitted its validity, and he was 
not without adherents. Warned by the fate of 
their kinsmen, Ismail and the descendants of 
Ismail withdrew into obscurity and remained 
concealed, but the claims of the line of Ismail, 
not only to the succession to the house of Ali 
but to the inheritance of the Khalifate, -were 
zealously though privately preached through 
many years by a series of devoted missionaries. 
Ultimately a concatenation of extraordinary 
chances led to the succtission of this despised 
and obscure branch of a great house to the 
Khalifate, first in Africa and then in Egypt. 
The malignity of the orthodox Sunni historians 
and theologians asserted that the Fatimites were 
not genuine descendants of Ismail or of Ali, but 
impostors. This assertion is, however, in my 
opinion, merely malignity and unworthy of serious 
refutal. The direct line of the Fatimites (and 
therefore of Ismail also) perished at the hands of 
iSaladin, but in the long period of Fatimite 
sovereignty there had been occasional departures 
from the strict line of hereditary descent. Those 
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therefore among the Moslems who regarded the 
Imamate as descending according to the strict 
laws of heredity might well hesitate whether 
their allegiance was due to the ruhng prince or 
to the rightful heir whom he had extruded. In 
this way there came into existence numerous 
sects of the Ismailis. The most important of 
these sects is that headed by His Higlmess the 
Agha Khan, who is indubitably the representative 
in the direct line of the Fatiinite Sultans of 
Egypt, and so of Ismail, and so of Ali, and so 
back from noble to noble to the dawn of history. 

The Ismailis differed from more orthodox 
Mussulmans in that they relied much on peaceful 
propaganda. Their missionaries penetrated every 
Islamic country, preaching in secret the doctrines 
of tlie sect and the pre-eminence of the line of 
Ismail. Some centuries ago some skilful emissary 
succeeded in converting a community of the 
Hindu merchant class to this form of Islam. 
The Ismaih missionaries allowed much latitude 
to their eonverts, provided that the pre-eminence 
of the Imam was fully recognised. The Khojas 
(as these Hindu converts were called) therefore 
retained their identity as a separate caste, and 
with it many Hindu customs and even super- 
stitions. Further, certain decisions of the British 
Courts forced on to the community a whole 
body of Hindu civil laws which were incon- 
sistent with the general Mussulman law, and 
indeed wholly ahen to the spirit of Islam. Thus 
the Khoja was marked off from the rest of the 
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Mussulman body as an object of suspicion and 
contempt. He accordingly did not share the 
ruin that fell on the Mussulmans in general when 
the temporal power of the Mussulman princes 
was broken, first by the Marathas and then by 
the British. On the contrary, to the bonds which 
already united Khoja with Khoja — ^namely, a 
common caste ancestry and a common heretical 
religion — there were now added the bonds that 
unite together those who are the objects of a 
common dislike, ostracism and possible persecu- 
tion. (The parallel cases of the Jews, the Parsis, 
the Quakers, and the Raskolniks may be remem- 
bered.) By their Islam the Khojas were freed 
from many of the restrictions which hamper 
Hindu traders. Yet that Islam was not the 
cripphng rehgion into which the dead hand of 
tradition has converted orthodoxy. Thus they 
were capable of adapting themselves to changing 
conditions, and conditions in British India through 
the greater part of the nuieteenth century were 
continually changing in favour of the trader, 
the speculator, and the entrepreneur. Moreover, 
their local seat was precisely on the very western 
seaboard of India, which was becoming the most 
suitable arena for the efforts of the trader, the 
speculator, and the entrepreneur. Moreover, 
their Imam was high in the favour of the civil 
and military chiefs of the new dominion. Thus 
it is not a matter for surprise that the com- 
munity of the Khojas became wealthy and 
important. 
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Becoming wealthy and important, it became 
to a certain extent sceptical. It is to be noted 
that it is generally the rich and not the poor 
who resent exactions. Thus it was among the 
wealthy burghers of the Middle Ages that heresies 
were most in favour, for heresies in general 
attack the established Church and its tithes and 
offerings, and for the most part teach tliat faith 
is sufficient for salvation. Similarly it was tlie 
rich and prosperous peasants who objected to 
the payment of the feudal dues and royal and 
clerical exactions wliicli were the characteristics 
of the ancient regime. Some of the Khojas 
began to feel that their Imaui might be the 
veritable representative of the Holy House, and 
entitled to the lordship of the human race, but 
that was no reason wliy he or his deputies 
should strip them, living and dead, to the 
bone. Certain of the more opulent and advanced 
members of the community therefore showeii a 
tendency to secede and join the ranks of Alid 
orthodoxy. 

The local story as to this secession I give as 
it is locally told, premising that the narrators 
were no friends to the Ismailis or to the Shias, 
that I have read sometliing very hke the story 
as having happened elsewhere in j)erfectly dif- 
ferent circumstances, and that the Ismailis deny 
strenuously that it represents in any way Ismaili 
customs or beliefs. 

In the city of Darya Bander a wealthy Khoja 
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came to die. Even according to the most favour- 
able view he was not a pious man, for he had 
made his first money by dealing in hquor, and 
had accumulated a large fortune by lending 
money to the local fishermen at 75 per cent per 
trip. He had attempted to atone for his sinful- 
ness (much to the disgust of his heirs) by very 
large donations during life to the head of the 
religion, and there had been issued to him some 
sort of paper showing that he had paid all that 
was rcqiured from him. According to the story, 
this paper was in terms a letter or tazkira ad- 
dressed to the guardian of Paradise, saying 
that the recipient was m a state of grace, and 
directing that special privileges should be shown 
to him in the abodes of glory. The IsmaiHs, 
however, and their head deny that it is the 
practice of the Imam or of any of his authorised 
deputies to issue any passport of the kind, and 
the so-called tazkira was probably no more than 
a receipt for monies paid. The principal heir, 
however, already disgusted at the large pay- 
ments which his father had made in his lifetime, 
was now infuriated by further demands ammmt- 
ing to a considerable proportion of the already 
sadly reduced patrimony. These demands were 
made by the local chiefs of the sect, and were 
supported by the threat that in ease of refusal 
the usual after-death ceremonies would not be 
permitted, and that the whole family would thus 
be disgraced. 
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G. A., therefore, the son, went down to th6 
meeting-place of the caste, and collected his 
fellow - behevers around him, and when they 
were gathered in numbers ho said : “0 my 

brethren ! I have had an evil dream. Yesterday, 
as you know, I buried my dear fathet, and last 
night his spirit appeared to me, and it was in 
the semblance of a man who is in the foulest 
of conditions. So I said to him : ‘ 0 my father, 
is it weU with thee ? But he rephed : ‘ How 

should I be well, and I am Uke this ? ’ But I 
said : ‘ O my father ! are you not in Paradise, 
seeing that we have paid all that was incumbent 
on us in respect of you, and seeing also that we 
had provided you with the fairest of passports ? ’ 
But he said : ‘ Hear now, O my son, and judge 
for yourself. When I was well dead and buried 
and relieved from the straitncss of the tomb, my 
soul flew hence, and ceased not from flying up- 
wards till I came to the gates of Paradise. So I 
knocked, and one came out to me. He said : 
“ Who are you ” ? So I told him my name, 
and my tribe, and my faith, and my Imam. 
But he said : “ We know nothing about you 

here.” I said : “ But I have paid much money.” 
He rephed : “ This is not a tavern that he 

who pays can enter at will.” I said : “ See now 
how you are in error, behold this passport ! ” So 
he took the passport and looked at attentively, 
turning it round in his hands, as one does who 
is reading a difficult script. Then he whistled. 
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and there came out two black demons armed 
with clubs, and he said to them : “ This is the 
fellow,” and shut the gate. But the demons 
came down on me with a beating the sister of 
death. When they had beaten me sufficiently 
they flung me out and downwards, and their 
laughter was intolerable, so now I am in hell.” ’ 
Thereon the spirit of ray father vanished.” 

The assemblage looked at one another in 
silence for some time till one of the elders said : 
“ This is a nightmare, an imbroglio of dreams.” 
“ Ah ! but,” said G. A., “ when I awoke in the 
morning and my heart was heavy in me because 
of this dream, I found lying on the bed this 
paper, and I remember that the spirit of my 
father, as he w^as vanishing, flung it at me in 
wrath, and I took it up and looked at it, and 
behold it is the very passport which I placed 
in the hand of my father’s corpse and which is 
buried with him.” The elders, having heard this, 
conferred one with another, and one of them 
said : “ There is no help for it, but we must go 
to the graveyard and exhume the body of your 
blessed father. If, then, we find in his hand 
the passport which wc buried with him, then 
this is nothing but an imposture and a device 
of the devil ; but if not ...” So they went 
and dug up the grave, and found the corpse. 
No passport was there to be seen, but on the 
contrary the face of the corpse was turned to the 
east, as if it was the corpse of a star-worshipper. 
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and the shroud was disarranged and tom, and 
on the flesh were the signs of a tremendous 
beating. So they filled in the grave, and sat 
for some time silent in consternation, till the 
eldest of them said : “ There is no profit in this, 
my brethren. Is it not enougli that we should 
pay all these fines and exactions, and the tenths, 
and the charities, but we must also go to hell as 
a supplement ? Rather let us abandon the faith, 
and choose as our Imam the vanished Imam of 
the Shias, who is not on earth, and therefore 
cannot desire a share in our Avealth. Thus we 
shall be saved by faith alone, and our pockets 
will remain filled.” 

Such is the story that men tell as to the 
secession from the Khoja community. I know 
not whether the details are true, but what is 
true is that G. A. did head a secession, and that 
three months after, as he Avas entering the 
Exchange at Darya Bander, he was stabbed and 
killed, and Jiis assassin w as not found. 

Such was the story of one very celebrated 
rehgious assassination, and though such inci- 
dents are very rare, yet they do occur, and are 
sufficiently frequent to make men A’^ery careful 
as to hoAV they attack the Ismailis or the Ismaili 
faith. 

In the Middle Ages the Western Ismailis of 
Masyaf in Cilicia Avere well knoAvn to our ances- 
tors and to their enemies. The knightly Saladin, 
ever Auctorious, shrank from a conflict with an 
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Invisible Empire, whose regent indeed sat serene 
and secure in his inexpugnable and cloud-capped 
fortress, but whose emissaries could make their 
presence felt in the most private and guarded 
recesses of the royal camp ; Coeur de Lion 
turned the daggers of the assassins against his 
dangerous rival, the Marquis of Montserrat ; the 
story of Eleanor and the first Edward is well 
known. Alamut in Persia was remote from the 
stage on wliieh the world tragedy of the Crusades 
was enacted before the eyes of all men, and 
accordingly the exploits of the main branch of 
the sect are loss Jvuown than those of the line 
of Abu Sinan, but they were numerous and dread- 
ful. It is this tradition which surviving through 
the ages has made events of old time, lamentable 
things and things done amiss in Persia and 
Egypt and Arabia, dealers of death to men of 
our generation and country. 

The malignity of orthodoxy attributed to the 
Ismailis the possession of a secret and subver- 
sive doctrine. Orthodox writers relate in all 
seriousness that the sect was organised on a 
hierarchical system that the lower Orders w'ere 
encouraged to become and remain pious though 
heretical Muhammadans, while the superior Orders 
were gradually indoctrmated with a dualistic or 
nihilistic faith. The statement is absurd in itself 
(for if Islam was false, what claims had the house 
of Ali to particular veneration ?), and obtains 
no confirmation from the history of the Fatimite 
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Sultans, or from the subsequent history of the 
Ismailis. 

The Ismaihs, as far as can be ascertained, 
differ from the orthodox Mussulmans on two 
very material points. They do not beheve in 
absolute predestination, and they believe that 
the Divine Reason is incarnate in the Imam of 
the moment. It is certainly not for such of us 
as are not Calvinists to assert that those who 
disbelieve in absolute predestination are neces- 
sarily irreligious, and capable of any atrocity, 
or for a reUgion, in which Arianism has from time 
to time been so strong, to assert that those who 
separate the divine energy from the divine sub- 
stance are not monotheists. There is thus noth- 
ing in the doctrine of tlie Ismailis which by 
itself should make them particularly inchned to 
assassination. 

It is true that the Church is organised on a 
hierarchic basis, and that the identity of the 
Imam was kept secret, and that the doctrines 
of the sect are not published to any inquirer. 
But the unhappy history of the house of Ali 
made the concealment of the person of the 
Imam an absolute necessity. The Ismaihs are 
not the only sect who conceal their tenets ; and 
a hierarchical organisation -was most useful to a 
sect which was at its beginning surrounded by 
deadly enemies, and which in the days of its 
splendour controlled the half barbarous tribes 



ASSASSINATION 


109 


of the Sahara and the soUdly orthodox inhabitants 
of Egypt. 

To attribute, then, this tolerance of the practice 
of assassination, which exists amongst certain of 
the Ismaihs, to the demoralising effect ot some 
secret and subversive discipline, applied to young 
and enthusiastic apprentices, is improper. At 
first sight it might seem that the Ismaili views 
as to the character of the I'.namate might account 
for much. As I have said before, the schism 
between the Ismailis and the Alids in general 
arose on this very question. The father of Ismail 
set him aside from the succession in favour of 
his brother, though Ismail was the elder, on the 
ground that Ismail was a drunkard and debauchee. 
This, say the Ismailis, was beyond the com- 
petence of the Imam of the time. The Imaraate 
passes from father to son according to the strict 
laws of inheritance, and if the Imam so indi- 
cated is really a drunkard and debauchee, then 
that is a proof not that th’unkenness and de- 
baucheiy disqualify for the Imamatc, but rather 
that tliey are not inconsistent with it. In fact, 
seeing that the Divine R.eason is incarnate in 
tJie Imam of the moment, how can any act of 
his be sinful ? In the same way ignorant people 
might caricature tJ\e doctrine of the infalhbihty 
of the Pope in his official capacity by representing 
that it asserted also his impeccability in his 
private capacity, and by alleging therefore that 
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good Catholics must approve of the enormities of 
the Alexanders and the Johns. 

In theory, therefore, it might seem that if the 
Imam of the moment were to direct one of his 
followers to assassinate a particular person, then 
that follower would feel that there ‘would ho no 
sin in such an assassination, and that to accom- 
plish it would be rather a virtuous act. Biit no 
rehgion, however powerful, can always compel 
its adherents to commit acts which are contrary 
to instinctive morality. Man is a great casuist, 
and will find a thousand excuses for avoiding 
acts which, he is told, are virtuous, and for com- 
mitting acts which, he is told, arc sinful. In these 
days especially, Avlicn faith has grown cold, I 
doubt much whetlier tlie commands of the 
Imam, or rather of his competent deputies, 
would he sufficient to arm the most enthusiastic 
Khoja Avith the assassin’s dagger. Moreover, 
whatever may have been the habits of the 
Imams or of their deputies in the days of Hassan 
Gabah and Abu Sinan, the Imams of the present 
day would Jio more incite the assassin against 
their enemies than the Archbishop of Canterbury 
would grub out the relics of a Nonconformist’s 
ears, or the Synod of the United Presbyterians 
cite prominent Episcopalians to their bar, and 
murder them if contumacious. 

That devotees and fanatics, however, should 
often disobey the commands of their master is 
not surprising. There was among the followers 
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of Ali a sect which venerated Ah so highly that 
they cursed him. Ali the man, they said, had 
betrayed the Godhead within him by reason of 
his humility and weakness. It was his duty to 
seize the Khalifate by force of arms, and to 
shed the blood of his enemies with the temporal 
sword. He failed in his duty, and was tliere- 
fore worthy of anathema. Thus it might well be 
that a fanatic, seeing some enemy of his Imam, 
might strike down that enemy, even in defiance 
of a special prohibition by the Imam, attributing 
such prohibition to the teini^oral and carnal 
Aveakness of his master. 

Considering these things, therefore, it would 
aj)pear Iioan powerful a passion is love, so that 
in tlie service of the beloved a man will break 
all laws, and set at naught even the commands 
of the beloved. Further, it would appear that 
men love the concrete more than the abstract, 
find the symbol moie than the thing symbolised, 
and a jjerson more iiian an idea, facts which 
framers of constitutions and theologians are apt 
to forget. 
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HUMAN SACHIFJCR. 

Sachifioes are of two kinds. The first and less 
common case is the sacrifice of atonetnent, where 
the votary conceives that liis God is or should bo 
wrotli in consequence of some offence and attempts 
to propitiate Him. In this case it is clear that 
the m<uc valuable and rare is the sacrifice, the 
greater will be the satisfaction and the more 
complete the atonement. The second and more 
common case is the sacrifice of j)lacation, where 
the votary, wishing to make the God favourable 
to his intended action, or wishing to shov'^ him- 
self grateful for favours already bestowed, at- 
tempts to please and, if I may say so, buy Him 
over to his side. It is clear that in this case 
also, the more valu.able and rare is the sacrifice 
the greater will be the placation. It is not 
necessary to consider a third case (which, more- 
over, perhaps rather falls into a subordinate 
class in one or other of the two main categories), 
that is, where a part is offered as redemp- 
tion for the whole. In this case the offering 

H 
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being specific, no question of rarity or value 
arises. 

Now certainly the most precious offering that 
can be made by man is a human being. Accord- 
ingly we find the sacrifices of men either for 
atonement or for placation offered as occasion 
demands by very advanced races at epochs of 
high civilisation. Both kinds of sacrifice were 
known to, and occasionally practised by, both the 
Greeks and Romans : in the case of the Greeks, 
at Marseilles, as late as the reign of Nero ; m the 
case of the Romans perhaps as late as tlie reign 
of Aurehan. The altars of Jehovah were not 
unstamed with human blood. Tlie idea of atone- 
ment at any rate is dominant in the Christian 
rehgion, and has passed into our penology. 
Thus it is not a subject for wonder that both 
in Scotland and New England (to cite only two 
instances) it has occasionally been difficult to 
ascertain whether a ciiinuial has been put to 
death because he was a criminal, and thus 
subject to human justice, or because he was an 
enormous sinner, and therefore a pollution, the 
shedding of whose blood was an acceptable 
sacrifice of atonement. If I am not much mis- 
taken, the feeling which lay behind an election 
cry very popular after the Avar Avas the feeling 
that the whole Avorld was polluted with blood 
and sin, that the Divine powers were wroth and 
must be appeased, and that they could be ap- 
peased only by the blood of one imperial victim. 
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■ The Hindu religion is a magical religion. That 
is to say, by virtue of the performance of a 
particular rite the god can be compelled, in 
his turn, to the performance of a particular 
action. Both the atonmg and placatory sacri- 
fices therefore are here in strict order, though 
the placatory sacrifice is more common. In the 
case of the. true gods human sacrifice is not 
necessary. The gods do not require it, but they 
do not abhor it. Nay, more, wlien it has been 
offered to them in a particular place they resent, 
and will punish its cessation. In the case of the 
darJicr gods, and particularly the gods of the 
outcastes and magicians, human sacrifice is 
highly acc(!ptablc, and is indeed necessary if 
the full benefit of devotion is to be won. This 
superstition has penetrated to a certain extent 
into Islam, where, except in the Mecca ritual, 
sacrifice is rvliolly unknown. Thus even highly 
orthodox pi inces like the Tan Id Sultans of 
Ahmedabad and the Adil Shahis of Bijapur 
ordaiiKsd or tolerated the immurement of living 
boys (as a sacrifice to the Earth Spirits or to 
KaU) in the walls of newly built fortresses. 
The fanatical Tippu is said to have solicited 
the gods of an empire which had passed from 
him with precious blood shed in an unhallowed 
and unlawful ritual. But these were matters of 
great emergency, and the act was highly ex- 
ceptional. Allah does not delight in the blood of 
men, except in that shed in the open field of battle. 
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Ritual murder therefore is to all intents and 
purposes confined to the Hindus, and it is diffi- 
cult to say whether it is of frequent occurrence. 
There are indications that it is more common 
than is supposed ; but as it is not to the interest 
of any one to denounce or detect it,’ cases very 
rarely come into Court. Still, unofficial murders 
of this sort do occasionally transpire, and they 
are in general interesting both to the criminolo- 
gLst and the comparative mythologist. 

In the Sadr Bazaar of the large city of Madama- 
bad lived a certain pious teli or oil-presscr. He 
was strict in the duties of his religion, and a 
very charitable man. His business was not 
large, but he always seemed to have funds at 
his disposal for works of piety and beneficence. 
Madaraabad was at one time the frontier fort 
between two powerful monarchies, and the whole 
country therefore for leagues around had been 
in old days subject to the raids of predatory 
horse. Moreover, when invasion was seriously 
threatened, it was the habit of the weaker pow er 
thoroughly to devastate the country, sweeping 
off men, women, and children, burning the 
villages, filling in the wells, and destroying the 
standing croj)s (if any) and all the grain stores. 
Thus the advancing enemy would march through 
a mere desert, and find his operations against 
the main strength of the kingdom seriously 
hampered. In such circumstances it was but 
natural for wealthy men to bury their ])roperty 
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iii gold and silver and precious stones, hoping 
that, when peace came again and the villages 
could he rcoccupicd, they would find it intact. 
In some cases, hoAvcver, it might happen that 
the owner died while in exile, and did not com- 
municate the secret of his hoard to any one. 
Thus there was in the district round Madamahad 
a great mass of buried treasure. The oil-man 
was said to be expert at Finding and recovering 
such treasures, and it was to his success in tliese 
endeavours tliat the opinion of the vulgar attrib- 
uted his wealtli and munificence. 

Nevertheless he was not popular, and there 
was good reason for- Ids unpoirularity, if the 
story which came ont at Ills trial was true. 
Inasmuch as he was acquitted of the offence 
for wliicli lie was tried, he must be supposed 
to have' been innocent, but it is jirobable that if 
he was not the guilty person some one else was, 
and the tale may therefore be accepted as true 
in the main outline, though ])resumably false in 
respect of the identity of the criminal. I merely 
repeat the evidence as given in Court. 

Buried treasure is not left without a guardian. 
In the case of a small hoard the earth spirits 
regard themselv^es as entitled at least to the 
usufruct of it, and will not readily surrender 
the possession. In the case of large and valuable 
deposits, such as might be concealed by princes, 
nobles, or ^rriests, it would be usual for the 
owner to kill the persons of a servile or inferior 
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class who had assisted him in the necessary 
work of excavation and transportation. Not 
only would this keep the secret of the hiding- 
place well concealed, but it would also provide 
powerful and mahgnant evil spirits (of people 
violently and unjustly slaughtered), who would 
form admirable guardians of the treasure. It is 
for this reason that great princes in general 
confide the secret of the hiding-place of their 
treasures only to low-caste men, who are in 
general on familiar terms with gods, the masters 
of the demons. It stands to reason therefore 
that he who would find and seize a concealed 
treasure that is not his by right of inheritance 
must placate the demons, whether those demons 
are merely earth spirits or the siiecial guardians 
of the treasure. 

The oil-man had command of the services of a 
boy who, when in a .state of trance, had par- 
ticular ability in descrying concealed treasures, 
and, what is more unusual, of givmg such very 
precise details as to their situation that it was 
not very difficult to locate them. The oil-man 
had thus found several buried treasures, and had 
become master of them, never, he said, having 
found the spirits very implacable, and never 
therefore having to go further than the sacrifice 
of a cock or a goat. Others said otluTwise, but 
that was a matter of rumour. Now, however, 
he had located a very valuable hoard indeed, 
and had even approached the chamber itself. 
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but had always at the last moment found the 
difficulties insuperable. Prayers, incantations, 
and the sacrifice of birds and animals proved 
vain, and it was necessary to play his last card. 
He determined to sacrifice a superior victim. 

Having come to this resolution, he determined 
to do it in the best form possible, and it is agreed 
that for a sacrifice to the earth gods or the 
demons it is best to select a boy not yet come 
to the age of maturity, and one who was bom 
feet foremost. Such children are not very 
common, because they are apt to die at birth. 
After mucli research, however, he found one, 
aiid one who by a hap])y chance was hving in 
the same Sadr Bazaar as himself. The boy was 
the son of a low-caste woman, a widow, and was 
pleased and unsuspicious at the overtures made 
to him and the small presents of sweets and 
toys, delightful to a child of poor parents, which 
the oil-man lavished on him. As he won his 
confidenc'.e the oil-man invited the lad to his 
house till he was familiar there. When he was 
so familiar, and a fortunate planetary conjunc- 
ture had arrived, the treasure seeker proceeded 
to business. He dressed the child in the apparel 
with the ornaments and cosmetics appropriate 
to a bridegrooxn, and then paid him the worship 
due to a god. Having performed this part of 
the ritual, he took the child (who thought this 
dressing- uj) great fun) in an open carriage, and 
drove along the main road leading to the station. 
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About half a mile down the road was a forest 
of acacias, a favourite resort for the young 
people of Madamabad. It was a beautiful 
evening, and the acacias were mere masses of 
gold and green. Turning off the main road into 
a cart track, the oil-man descended with liis 
little friend and discharged the carriage. The 
boy was in a high state of delight, for he had 
never been in a carriage before, and Indians of 
all classes adore driving. The two went together 
into the recesses of the wood till they came to 
a place for the jmrpose. This was a clearing 
where there were some stumps of cul-tlowui 
trees. Here the oil-man j)ro(luced tlu’ee betel- 
nuts, and placed them on three stumps to repre- 
sent the principal gods of the Hindu Pantheon, 
and paid them due worship. He then jnocieeded 
to business. At tliis ijoint a thii’d ])erson inter- 
vened. The oil-man, being a res])ectable Hindu, 
could not shed blood, and had indeed no know- 
ledge as to how to use a large kjiife. He hatl 
therefore hired a Muhammadan butcher. TJie 
two bound and gagged the hoy, and the expert 
then cut a large wexlge of Hesh from the up])er 
part of the right arm, allowing the blood to run 
freely till the ground was saturated. The idea 
apparently was that the giiardians of the treasure 
who were invoked would be attracted by the 
agony of the child and by the smeU of the blood, 
and would hurry to the spot, when they could 
be conveniently fettered to an acacia-tree, always 
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the favourite resort of evil spirits, till the removal 
of the treasure. Having recited the charms and 
the boy being now dead, and the blood therefore 
having ceased to flow, the oil-man paid the 
butcher a small fee (one rupee, 1 thmk) and dis- 
missed him, and returned to the city bazaar. 

The sequel, though not poT'haps relevant to my 
subject, is interesting. The corpse was soon 
found, and inquiries wore set on foot. The 
mother of the child, who had not been con- 
sulted by the oil-man far less compensated, was 
indignant, and related what she knew of the 
friendship between her dead son and the oil-man. 
The carriage <lriver was found, and gave evidence. 
Finally, the butcher was aj^prehended, and turned 
King’s Evidence. The accused was put on his 
trial, but Avas acquitted oil the grounds that the 
only direct evidence against him was that of his 
accou)plice the butche]’. The butcher Avas next 
put on his trial ; but here there Avas a dilemma. 
If his story Avas true, then he was jn’otected by 
the pardon issued to him as an approver. If 
his story was false, then as the sole evidence of 
his guilt was his own confession and statement 
made at the trial of the oil-man, then the Court 
was being asked to convict him on admittedly 
false evidence. So he also was acquitted. The 
people of Madamabad did not fail to attribute 
this happy result to the favour w'on by the 
accused by means of their dark ritual, and to 
the same cause was attributed also the discovery 
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and acquisition of the treasure. The reader will 
no doubt have observed the pubhcity with which 
this affair was accompanied, and will see never- 
theless how little evidence was forthcoming of 
indifiEerent persons, and will thus have no diffi- 
culty in understanding that ritual murders, 
carried out with a little decent dissimulation, 
are not in the least likely to give any trouble to 
police or tribunals. 

Another case where good fortune (of a kind) 
attended a case of sacrifice is the case of Krishni 
and Parvati. Here again the evidence against 
one of the girls was not wholly satisfactory, and 
it must be taken that in her case the guilt was 
not so heavy as was alkjged. The story here 
given is the story as it appeared in the police 
investigation. 

Krishni, then, and Parvati were two young 
women of the ])easant class, and great friends. 
They had been married for some time, and had 
had no children. There was really no need to 
despair, for they were both healthy and strong 
young women, but the waiting seemed long to 
them. They had not that position in their 
homes that they should have, and which they 
would have as soon as they were mothers of 
sons, and the other young women whom they 
met at the village well or at the temple or at 
occasions of joy and sorrow were already hinting 
at their sterility. At this conjuncture there 
appeared in the district a certain holy man. 
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The girls were not rich ; they could not afford 
the experiments tried by wealthy young women 
in their case ; they could not, that is, pay a 
pilgrimage to the shrine of some renowned 
Muhammadan saint, or to any holy Hindu city, 
but they collectefl sufficient money to make a 
handsome offering at the knees of the peripatetic 
ascetic and asked bis advice, which he gave to 
them freely. In camsequence of that advice 
they asked little Lakslimi, the eight-year-old 
daughter of one of tlieir neighbours, to come 
with tliem for a short jaunt along the river-bed. 
The river is a holy river, and flows through the 
village lauds, and certain pools are favourite 
places for primitive bathing picnics. Nothing 
loth, therefore, little Lakshmi trotted off with 
her two aunts, who beguiled the way with 
pleasant stories, delightful to the ears of a child. 
At one point the river swee^is round in a semi- 
circle, and at the summit of the arc there is in 
the high bank a fault in the stratification. At 
this point therefore there is an outcrop of some 
reddish rock, which is in its turn fissured. At 
this time, it behig the season of the rains, a 
small stream was issuing from this fissure, and 
united itself with the main river. AU such 
samgams or meeting-place of streams are sacred, 
and that this was, owuig to the pecuhar physical 
features, peculiarly sacred was made evident 
by smearings of vermiUon, symbols of rustic 
devotion. It was, in fact, the favourite haunt 
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of the water-nymphs. Here, then, one of the 
girls at any rate threw Lakshmi to the earth, 
half strangled her, and then battered in her 
skull with a stone. Having thus won the favour 
of the water-nymphs, the two young women 
returned to their homes, convinced that in a 
very short time they would reap the reward of 
their labours. 

Hindus, though like all Orientals they speak 
contemptuously of women (as slaves speak of 
owners whom they dread), are ncvertlieless ex- 
tremely fond of their daughters, and tlie ])ensant 
class is not one of those classes wliere tlui posses- 
sion of a marriageable daughter is a dire pecuniaiy 
disaster. Accordingly the parents of Lakslimi 
were most angry at tlic cruel fate of then little 
daughter, and stirred up the authorities to make 
a searching investigation. There was also a feel- 
ing in the village that the action of the young 
women was ill-advised. Here had been the water- 
nymphs for ages, acting as tutelary deities of 
the river, and arranging that it filled in diu; 
season, and did not overflow, protecting villagers 
and cattle from drowning, and the^^ had been 
quite contented ^vith occiasional olfermgs of 
flowers and fruit. Now they had been given a 
taste of blood. Who could tell what the conse- 
quences might be ? Might they not insist on the 
continuance of so pleasing a worship V It would 
be impossible to meet such demands. Might 
not then the nymphs, finding themselves de- 
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frauded, reject the usual humble and bloodless 
offerings, and avenge themselves on the village, 
bringing ill-luck, death, and destruction where 
they had hitherto been beneficent ? The villagers 
therefore co-operated with the authorities in 
their investigations, and the guilty parties were 
soon detected. They were put up for trial. One 
was acquitted on the grounds that she had taken 
no actual part in the killing. The other was 
found guilty and formally sentenced to death. 
It was not expected that this sentence would be 
carried out by leason of the sex and youth of the 
offender, anrl it was thought that a substantial 
sentence of imprisonment would meet the ends 
of justice. The Executive Government, however, 
took a very lenient view of the offence, and, with 
the same clemency which is shown in the case 
of erring women who kill their new-born children, 
commuted the sentence to one of a few months’ 
confinement. Thus these young women may be 
accounted on the whole fortunate, though whether 
they came by theii' desires and became the 
mothers of sons I do not knoAv. 

Similar forGine, however, did not befall Murli- 
bai. Murlibai was a woman of forty-five. She 
had had twelve children, all of whom had died 
in infancy. In despair she also listened to the 
advice of the wamlering saint, and Avas confirmed 
in her intention by the action of Government in 
the case of the two yoAuig persons mentioned 
above. One had been acquitted by the Courts, 
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and one had been discharged after a short deteli- 
tion. This seemed clearly to indicate that 
Government was not inclined to take a serious 
view of ritual murder. The victim in this case 
was a boy, the woman’s own nephew, to whom 
she had always shown herself a kind and de- 
voted aunt. The sacrifice took place, not to 
the water-nymphs but to Vetala, tlie King of 
Demons, whose image (a rough stone placed at 
the point of intersection of two lines of smaller 
stones representing the army of Demons) is 
generally to be found on the outskirts of most 
villages. In the present case it was situated not 
far from a well, where the fa7nily, which A\"as 
opulent for that class, was collected for the pur- 
pose of cultivation. The woman called her 
nephew out of the encampment at night on 
some pretext, and, taking him to the place of 
the Vetala, killed him and ate portions of his 
body. Arrest soon followed, and on arrest con- 
viction, and on conviction sentence of death. 
In this case Government did not interfere, and 
the sentence was carried into effect, though, in 
my judgment, Murlibai was more excusable than 
the others. 

The assocation of water-nymphs with human 
sacrifice is to our ideas grotesque. But the 
Indian water-nymph is by no means akin to 
the gracious Naiad. If she had carried off 
Hylas, it would not have been for amatory pur- 
poses. Originally she may have been the goddess 
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of’ some worshipping pre- Aryan race, but in 
these days she is little other than a special mani- 
festation of the goddess Kali, and she is regarded 
rather as malignant than merely neutral. 

I was once riding hi company of certain 
village notables along the bed of a certain 
stream. Not far from the village we came on 
what was obviously a grave in the bed of the 
stream. Hindus do not generally bury their 
dead, and Mussulmans use special cemeteries. 
In any case it is not usual to use the bed of a 
stream for a burying place, though a memorial 
might w^ell be put up in the bed of a sacred river. 
Inquiries were therefore made. “ Oh ! " said the 
headman, “ that is the grave of Ainukji, who 
was strangled by a water-nymph.” This story 
did not seem very satisfactory, and inquiries 
were again made on the hnes tliat Amukji had 
sentimental reasons for lingering at night in a 
spot, deserted no doubt but easily accessible 
from the village, and had met his death at the 
hands of some uidignant husband. Nothing, 
however, w'as discovered. Six months after- 
wards I passed again by that spot. This time 
there were tw'O graves where there had been 
one before. “ And who is buried here Y ” 
“ Fulanji.” “ And what did he die of ? ” 

“ Strangled by a water-nymph.” Further in- 
vestigations were made, but ui vain. Both men 
had been out at night on some innocent agri- 
cultural errand. One was a bit of a lad, but 



128 


THE COMPANY OP CAIN 


the other was an inoffensive old man. Both 
were found strangled in the early morning. The 
villagers were informed that if the water-nymphs 
strangled any more people, a special police 
party would be told off to reside in the village 
(at public expense) to protect the residents. 
This was sufficient. The water-nymphs were, 
though malignant, after all reasonable. 

It had always been a sur])rise to me why the 
educated Indian is so fond of Wordswortli. 
Because they are both panthei.sts might bo the 
answer. But pantheism is a vague Avord. Wheat 
ought Peter Bell to have seen in tlie primrose V 
“ Every blade of grass,” says the Persian poet, 
“ is a letter of the credo.” This kind of jjantheism 
teaches the observer to sec the operative power 
of God immanent in the i)henomonal universe, 
and to dciducc from the nature of the creation 
the nature and purposes of God. Thus from the 
creation of a primrose such a pantheist may 
deduce a ereator having a pur])osc‘ and wishing 
that man should be happy. For why is a prim- 
rose beautiful V Man can do without beauty — 
millions do. If it be said that what is beautiful 
to man is also beautiful to eeitain insects, and 
that the primrose is made beautiful to attract 
those insects and not to please man, then the 
pantheist asks why man (leveloped the same 
sense of beauty as a bee ? Or if it be alleged 
that the beauty of a primrose is the result of 
a mere fortuitous aggregation of cells and a 
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fartuitious arrangement of the retina and the 
brain of the beholder, then it may be asked 
how many millions of chances to one were there 
that that fortuitous aggregation of cells w'ould 
not convey to that fortuitously adjusted retina, 
and so to the brain, that impression of faint gold 
and tender g7een, and transient grace, and aU 
that lowly loveliness that we see in a primrose ? 
So the yiantheist of these northern and Avestern 
chines. Hoav far he is right I am not concerned 
to inquire. But to the pantheist of fiercer lands 
the plienomenal universe conveys no sueh gracious 
message. There nature is wonderful anrl majestic 
indeed, but not benign, or if there is benignity 
it is the benignity of a Sultan who, attended by 
his purse-bearer and by his executioiier, dis- 
tributes now largesse to his subjects and cares 
not, and now death and cares not. Thus the 
object of the Oriental pantheist is to get aAvay 
from the phenomenal universe altogether, re- 
garding it not as a mirror in which we see darkly, 
but as a glittering and shimmciing veil of illu- 
sion. The One to him has neither creative AAfiU 
nor power, and he Avho merges into the One is 
merged and lost for ever as a drop of rain is 
merged in an infinite ocean. It is in this Avay 
that the Oriental pantheist looks at nature and 
the powers of nature, seeing there no trace of 
veritable Godhead. Small AAnnder, tlieii, that 
the poAA^ers that preside over and wield the 
energies of nature may be majestic or may be 

I 
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grotesque, but are ever malign. Seek not here 
Naiads and Oreads. 

Such, then, are some of the reasons for which 
people offer human sacrifices. Connected with 
this subject are two other subjects, sati and 
traga. 

Sati or suttee, as our enlightened ancestors 
used to call it, is well known. It was the practice 
whereby a widow, wishing to be reunited to her 
husband, and to live with him for several ages 
in Paradise, burned herself on his corpse. It 
was never very common, and was aboUshed by 
the British Government about 1835, much to 
the disapproval of the orthodox, both Indians 
and Enghsh. A woman who now attempts to 
commit suttee is theoretically punishable as 
one who has attempted to commit suicide, and 
those who encourage her, aid her, or incite her 
to do so are theoretically punishable as mur- 
derers. In old days the reasons why women 
were encouraged to do this act were numerous 
and varied. Besides the religious motive, there 
was a question of material interests. The widow 
of a Hindu who died, leaving property of his 
own and having no children, had, as long as 
she was virtuous, something more than a hfe 
estate in the property. She could, and often 
did, apply the property itself to her maintenance 
or to pious purposes. The next-of-kin might 
hope in the case of a young widow to accelerate 
his succession by seducing her, but if he failed 
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in this he saw himself condemned to a long 
lifetime of expectation. All this trouble was 
saved if the widow could be induced to bum 
herself. Then there was the question of prestige. 
Only highly respectable families expected this, 
act of sacrifice from the widows of the family, 
and such families looked with much disapproba- 
tion on upstarts who claimed the privilege of 
the pyre. One petty princelet in the early 
part of the nineteenth century caused five of 
his wives to be bmned after his death, and the 
great princes looked on this extravagance much 
as the great nobles of France looked on the 
diamonds and splendid escort of the priest’s 
bastard, the Duke of Valentinois, as a shocking 
example of parvenu push. Thus formal and 
true suttee, which requires the immolation of 
the widow on the pyre which consumes the 
body, or at any rate the relics, of her husband, 
is now rarely practised. Informal suttee is not 
very uncommon, but is hardly to be classed as 
a religious rite. It occurs when some yonng 
widow, unwilling to bear the stigma of widow- 
hood and to undergo the hardship and degra- 
dation which is her lot if her husband died 
leaving no property and no children, in a moment 
of despair or petulance, performing no religious 
ceremony, and, stiU worse, without feeing priests, 
drenches her garments with inflammable sub- 
stances, and forms at once the pyre and the 
sacrifice. Such cases are always hailed with 
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great and triumphant applause by the most 
enlightened orthodox papers. After all, suttee 
is a peculiar national custom, and must be trea- 
sured by all true Nationalists as part of the 
precious inheritance which Mother India has 
handed down from father to son through long 
generations. 

Traga is not familiar to the West, and indeed 
I am not aware of any practice at all similar 
existing among us. Possibly the sacrifice by 
Mcsha, King of Moab, of his son was a case in 
point, and there are legends told in the near 
East about the peculiar powers of the descendants 
of Judas. Briefly, he who kills himself or another 
in order to bring the divine displeasure on some 
person who has wronged him is said to commit 
traga. A threat to commit traga is by the Anglo- 
Indian law punishable as a sort of blaclvinail. 
The act itself would, of course, be penal under 
the ordinary law relating to murder or suicide. 
Sporadic cases of traga have occurred, and do 
occur, throughout India, but as a general rule 
it is confined to a few castes in a few provinces. 
It is, of course, necessary for the fear of traga 
to be effective that the man who is killed should 
be sacrosanct, and that man to be intimidated 
should regard him as sacrosanct. Thus while 
the threat of a Brahmin to Idll himself would 
not be regarded with indifference by any Hindu, 
such a threat would be perfectly ineffective to 
alarm a Muhammadan. The offence therefore 
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was never very common, and is now less so than 
ever, owing to the growing hardness of men’s 
hearts and the general break-up of caste dis- 
cipline. 

Traga, like many things in the East which 
seem at first sight ridiculous and horrible, had 
its uses. Thus there is a comn\unity called the 
Bhatts whose profession is that of genealogists 
and bards. These were and are possessed of the 
same sacrosanctity as that which was accorded 
in the Middle Ages to heralds, and for much the 
same reasons. To slay, then, or cause to be slain, 
a Bhatt was an inexpiable sin. To wrong a 
Bhatt, therefore, to such a degree that he was 
driven to suicide or to the murder of his wife 
or child (being tantamount to killing a Bhatt) 
was also an inexpiable sin. Therefore the Bhatts 
framed certain caste rules which made it obli- 
gatory on the Bhatt wronged in any of certain 
particular ways to kill himself. The result of 
this was that the wildest and most ferocious 
tyrant dare not, for the life of him, inflict on 
any Bhatt any of the scheduled injuries. The 
schedule was fairly extensive, so the Bhatt lived 
in comparative immunity from many of the 
wrongs and injustices which were the daily 
portion of the hero and the sage. 

One of the injuries which required the wronged 
Bhatt to kill himself or his dependants was the 
refusal to fulfil a treaty which the Bhatt had 
guaranteed. Such treaties were therefore not 
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the scraps of paper which other most holy treaties 
are apt to become when imagined necessity speaks. 
Equally secure were safe conducts, and even 
ordinary commercial contracts. In the glorious 
days of the eighteenth century, when Maratha 
lawlessness had broken down what stUl remained 
of the rather rickety structure of Muglial justice, 
there was really no means whereby civil con- 
tracts could be enforced by legal process. The 
wronged party to a bargain could sit and starve 
himself at the gate of his debtor in the hopes 
that fear of divine displeasure would comiiel 
the defaulter to fulfil his contract, but the de- 
faulter might not tliink the divine displeasure 
hkely to be very hot m the case of an extor- 
tionate usurer or importunate widow. Besides, 
starvation is unpleasant. Or the creditor might 
have numerous friends whom he could despatch 
one after the other to remonstrate with the 
defaulter, as the United Netherlands used to 
remonstrate Avith recalcitrant cities. But the 
debtor might have an efficient gate-keeper, or 
the creditor might have no friends. The guarantee 
of a Bhatt, however, could be had by the poorest, 
provided he agreed to pay to the Bhatt a small 
percentage of the profits. If such a contract 
was broken and the defaulting party persisted 
in default, then the guaranteeing Bhatt, without 
hesitation, either ripped himself up or hanged 
or drowned his wife or child. The defaulter was 
now guilty of the slaughter of a Bhatt, and was 
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iwt only damned in the next world, but, what 
was to many more serious, an outcast in this. 
Very few dared to run this risk. Thus the 
Bhatt became in certain areas the universal 
guarantor and security, and thus many families 
built up a fine banking and broking business. 
The caste prospered so much by the exercise of 
this prerogative that they were careful to keep 
it in full vigour ; if it was necessary to use it, 
it was used, and therefore it was hardly ever 
necessary to use it. Little by httle therefore it 
fell into desuetude, but it stUl exists, and may 
on occasion come forth to the astonishment of a 
generation wliich has forgotten the sufferings of 
its ancestors. 

One very remarkable case of traga is recorded 
in the annals of the great city of Asarpur. When 
the Marathas came into possession of this ancient 
capital they found its glories and, what was 
worse, its wealth greatly diminished. It was 
no longer the meeting-place of the nations ; its 
fertile territory had been reduced to a desert ; 
its opulent suburbs, the abodes once of thousands 
of cunning workers, were the abode of the beasts 
of the wild. Nevertheless it was rated at so 
much revenue in the books of the Central Govern- 
ment, and so much revenue it must produce. 
Thus the governor of the city was driven to 
strange courses to meet the expectations of his 
superiors. One of the expedients adopted was 
to put a heavy fine on adultery, a source of 
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revenue likely to be productive enough among 
a gay people where wealth is generally accom- 
panied by valetudinarianism. The city was 
filled with a gang of inquisitive, enterprising, 
and hard-working spies, delators, and agents- 
provocateurs. The names of erring spouses 
would be reported to the police, and a heavy 
fine levied, nominally on the peccant lady, 
actually, of course, on the injured husband. 
This was not altogether an act of injustice. 
Has not with us a husband to pay his w'ife’s 
costs in conjugal causes, and is there not much 
truth in Muhammad’s dictum that it is in general 
the husband wdio is responsible ultimately for 
his wife’s lapse ? The revenue agents, 
however, went further. If they found a woman 
whose family was wealthy, and who was up to 
that time chaste, they w’ould launch against Ikt 
an experienced and reliable seducer. If this 
failed, they would make a false case against her. 
supported with such wealth of detail as to time, 
place, identity, and circumstance that Rliada- 
manthus himself would have been deceived, and 
in this case the judge was by no means a Rhada- 
manthus, but was remunerated by a share in the 
fines. Eventually one particularly impudent spy 
selected as a suitable victim a young lady of 
good caste and family, married no doubt to an 
elderly man, but the mother of children, pious 
and notoriously chaste. A false accusation was 
brought against her, supported by false evidence. 
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and her husband was heavily fined. The accusa- 
tion was so preposterous, and the tyranny so 
self-evident, that her reputation suffered not at 
all ; but the family was not rich, and the fine 
was a burdensome exaction. A few months 
afterwards a second prosecution was instituted 
against her. She took leave of her husband and 
children, and collecting her friends told them 
that she could no longer live in this world of 
oppression, and bade them be of good courage, 
because tyranny is never of long duration. Then 
she bathed herself, and put on a white garment 
and prayed. In the rieantime the servants had 
raised a pyre in the courtyard. When all things 
were accomplished she ascended the pyre, and 
having lighted it with her own hands, was in a 
few moments burned to ashes. 

This was towards the evening. The people of 
the quarter took this thuig heavily, and gathered 
in masses outside the fortress of the governor, 
uttering menacing and seditious shouts. The 
governor collected what force he had, but it 
was not large, and he was thankful for the 
coming of the night, which caused the crowds 
to disperse. That night all the spies and police 
agents took refuge in the castle. Next morning 
the news had spread to the whole city, and the 
while city was in an uproar. In Asarpur the right 
of the town mobs to rise and to expose to what is 
called Jialan — that is, destruction, the abode of 
any enemy of the Government or any oppressor 
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— is almost a recognised constitutional right, and 
this almost legal process was now apphed to the 
residences of the Maratha chiefs. 

When the outlying mansions were sacked and 
burned, the mob, amoimting to tens of thou- 
sands, collected around the fortress. The for- 
tress was strong, but was not well gafirisoned, 
and not provisioned at all. The heart of the 
governor failed within him, and he beat a parley, 
and asked the leaders of the mob to state their 
demands. They demanded the execution of the 
spies and informers, particularly of those directly 
responsible for bringing the curse of innocent 
blood on the city. The governor refused, but 
offered to expel the guilty men from the city. 
The wretches were mounted on camels with 
their faces to the tails, and paraded with a 
strong escort of troops through the principal 
streets of the city, accompanied, of course, by 
an ever-growing and ever more infuriated mob. 
Finally, they were taken to the southern gate of 
the city. When the procession got outside the 
city walls the camels were halted, and the de- 
linquents were forced to dismount. The escort 
then turned to the right about, and marched 
back into the city. The mob immediately tore 
in pieces the whole gang of informers, and re- 
turned placated and satisfied to their houses. 
That was the end of the purity campaign in 
Asarpur. 

A simple memorial was raised on the spot 
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where the victim of calumny had perished, and 
her spirit is still adored by the women of the 
city. 

That is an example where traga was fully 
justified, both by the provocation and the result. 
Here is another story of a very different kind. 

A certain young woman was left a widow with 
an only son. She belonged to a caste w'here 
widow remaiTiage is allowed, and after some 
years of widowhood married again. Slie was 
happy in her marri.age except for one tlii)ig. She 
adored her son, but, having no cdiildren by her 
second mamage, found that her husband was 
very jealous of the boj\ The existence of the 
boy, coupled with liis own childlessness, seemed 
to form a standing reproach to his manhood. 
He did not actually ill-treat the child, but was 
continually scolding both the child and the 
mother on the occasion of any little childish 
naughtinesses or misbehaviour. Eventually the 
corpse of the child was found floating in a well 
not far from the house. The circumstances were 
such that suicide or accident were impossible, 
and the authorities investigated the case on the 
lines that the husband had in his jealousy and 
rage murdered the boy. As the investigation 
proceeded, hoAvever, it became more and more 
apparent that the husband could have had 
nothing to do with it, and at the same time it 
became more and more evident that it was the 
mother who had drowned her child. Confronted 
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with the evidence, she not only confessed but 
gloried in the deed. Life had become intolerable 
to her ; she had determined to die, but was 
resolved in dying to bring the curse of woman 
and child slaughter on her husband, wliom she 
now hated with all her soul. TJiis case eventu- 
ally went up before an Indian judge who came 
from a part of the country where the custom 
of traga was unknown, and it was very difficult 
for the Crown lawyers to convince the Court 
that the Avoman was not only speaking the 
truth, but was acting, according to her hghts, 
in a very natural and reasonable way. A clear 
distinction must here be draAvn. In any jjart 
of India a woman in those circumstances might 
have murdered her own child in order to impli- 
cate an enemy, in this case her own husband, 
in a murder case Avliich she knew' to be false, so 
that he might be decent]}^ and expeditiously 
hanged. Hut this AAas not the desire of this 
A\ Oman : she wished to be hanged lierself, and 
she Avished her husl)and to hve — to live for ever 
branded Avith infamy and with the knoAvledge 
that for the murderer of Avife and cliild there Avas 
prepared hereafter a tremendous chastisement. 
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VIII. 

THE BLOOD-FEUH. 

Thure aro two kinds of bloocl-feud, tlie blood- 
feud proper and tlie vendetta. The blood-feud 
jiropor is found in a state of society where tlie 
elan organisation exists, and where there is no 
central government, or u hcre the central govern- 
ment is not strong enough or is at any rate im- 
willing to do justice betucen citizen and citizen. 
In such a state of society the blood-feud is a 
necessary and useful institution. In the first 
place, it binds together all the members of a 
liarticular clan into a firm h'ague of self-defence, 
thus giving to the citizens that mutual help and 
suppoit as well as control, which, in more ad- 
vanced states of society, they expect from the 
State, and also it guarantees that the })oorest 
and weakest members of the clan — the orphans, 
the widous, the brotherless girls— uiU find in 
the clan so strengthened a powerful protector 
and, if necessary, an avenger. The wager of the 
blood-feud in general acts openly, and his opera- 
tions are rather of the nature of ivar than mere 
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murder. The institution of the vendetta exists 
where there is no clan system, and merely re- 
quires members of the same family to avenge 
one another. The practice once prevalent is 
extremely difficult to eradicate, even when there 
exists a strong central government which can 
be relied on to do justice ; the wager of the 
vendetta does not act openly, he assassinates 
and conceals the deed. His object is more or 
less to punish a wrong done to himself, whereas 
the object of the blood-feud is to punish a wrong 
done to society. The one says, “ You have dared 
to kill my father. I hate you, and shall avenge 
myself.” The other says, “ You have killed an 
old man, and a member of this tribe, and blood 
must have blood.” 

The blood-feud does not and never did exist 
in India proper. It was unknown even where 
one might expect it — ^that is to say, among the 
noble and warlike Rajput clans and the immi- 
grants from the Afghan frontier. That this is 
so is due to many reasons, but principally to the 
fact that there Avas abvays some authority higher 
than the clan whose interest it Avas to suppress 
disorder. On the frontier, however, and in those 
districts to AA'hich the frontier clans resort, the 
blood-feud is found in full force and effect. I 
remember one case which struck me at the time 
of its occurrence as an example of the truth of 
the Homeric saying that “ iron itseK plucks on 
a man.” There was a certain fertile valley 
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running down from the hills, and some little 
distance from the point where it entered the 
plains was a considerable market town. The 
valley was owned by the two clans, the Sons of 
Ahmad and the Sons of Fazil, and these were 
now friends and shared a common village site 
and a common mosque and well. That this had 
not always been the case was proved by the 
many fortified mansions dotted about the valley, 
the hving apartments attainable only by means 
of an easily removable staircase. Each mansion 
was built of thick sun-dried mud, which would 
turn any projectile short of a cannon baU, and 
each was provided with one or more towers 
loopholed and crenellated for musketry. But 
the old days were forgotten by the men, who 
used to meet in friendly converse when the 
day’s work was done and the prayers were said, 
and there was a golden hour of leisure before the 
darkness of the night. The memory of old days, 
however, had not died out of the memory of the 
women, and particularly of the old women, who 
often were heard to mutter something about a 
degenerate race of hermaphrodites, and to ex- 
press their surprise that women were now bearded. 
Many a child had listened, with the rapt atten- 
tion of a child, to tales of tremendous wrongs 
and tremendous revenges, when the sword and 
not the pen of the lawyer’s clerk was master. 
There was thus a Uttle factitious ill-feehng be- 
tween Ahmadzai and Fazilzai, but nothing seri- 
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oua, and in any case the Ahmadzai was far the 
stronger clan, and could, if the old days had 
returned, easily have wiped out its rivals. 

Such was the state of affairs when Lutf Khan, 
a Fazilzai, set out to the town to do some shop- 
ping. He was a respectable, hard-working, young 
man, and had not bothered himself much about 
tragedies of bygone days. True, he had now aikl 
then been taunted by young men of the other 
faction, but had given as good as he had got. 
There had been an unpleasant incident about 
a beloved goat, but that had been made up. 
On the whole, life seemed good to him. 

One of his errands was the purchase of an 
axe, for there was in his garden an old mulberry 
tree which had long since ceased to bear fruit, 
and which merely cumberetl the ground. The 
winter was corning on, and fuel Avas needed. He 
therefore, on arriving at the market town, went 
to the shop of the merchant who sold hardware, 
and asked for an axe. The merchant produced 
sorne specimens, the soulless machine-made pro- 
ductions of Birmingham and Pittsburg, but none 
of them pleased him. At last, in the recesses of 
the shop, the merchant discovered and drev' out 
an Indian axe. Lutf Klian at once took to it. 
The blade was not large, but was made of pure 
Indian iron, which indeed does not long retain 
the edge, but when sharpened is very keen. 
Loving craftsmansliip had engraved a labyrinth 
of strange arabesques on the upper part of the 
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blade and on the ring. The haft was rigid, but 
not with the dull sullen rigidity of common wood ; 
there was a sort of tense suppleness about it as 
of a weU-tempered sword, or of a horse w’hen it 
collects itself for a jump, or of a giil when you 
hold her in your arms. The balance was perfect, 
and the weapon seemed to grow into the hand. 
Lutf Khan gladly paid the price, and went home- 
wards rejoicing and swinging the axe in his 
hand. As he walked, so he said, tlie axe seemed 
to talk to him. What it said may be deduced 
from the fact that he walked straight back to 
the pubhc mceting-placc of the village, w'here 
the people were gathered about the time of sun- 
set, ami witli his hatchet killed twelve of the 
elders of the Ahmad zai, all men of name, defence- 
less, suspectmg nothing. 

Blood-feuds do not in general burst out in 
quite so spectacular and unexpected ca manner, 
but they are difficult tilings to stop, as punish- 
ment is not deterrent. It is for this reason — 
namely, that to punish a man who at the dic- 
tates of the tribal conscience has killed the tribal 
enemy goes no way at all to eradicate but rather 
encourages to bloom the evil flower of tribal 
hatred — that our tribunals are not over well- 
suited to deal with this crime. Therefore in such 
of the tribal territory where there exists a ma- 
chinery suitable for the purpose, all such cases 
are referred to the decision of a council of elders, 
who can investigate not only the actual murder 

K 
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but all the circumstances which led up to it, 
and can within reason pass such orders as may 
seem just and equitable. Thus it may well 
happen that a member of the Kutb clan has 
killed a member of the Ashraf clan, and is arrested 
and called before the council of elders. The 
council of elders, after full investigation, wox^ld 
decree that the family of the murdered m^n 
should pay £500 and a couple of giils to the 
family of the murderers, and that this transac- 
tion should be accepted by both sides as :i final 
settlement of accounts between the clans. The 
award might to us seem prej)osterous, but might 
well be most just and projjcr, for it might well 
be that tliis final murder by Kutb of Ashraf 
was the consequence of .a long seiies of aggres- 
sions and injustices perpetrated by Ashraf on 
Kutb, and the elders, totting up the series of 
murders, ravishments, invasions, and fire-raisings 
on this side and on tliat, came to the conclusion 
that, at the foot of the account, Ashraf was 
debtor to Kutb to the (*xtent mentioned. Those 
equitable avards do often put an end to old 
and grievous animosities, and the stipulation as 
to the girls has a particulai’ly beneficial effect. 
Inasmuch as every young man of thc'se tribes 
has the right to marry his cousin, it follows that 
marriage outside the tribe is in general very 
rare. Hence a great concentration and exacer- 
bation of tribal feeling, and a lack of any points 
of contact between tribe and tribe. The jwf 
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conmihii had a mighty effect in Romanising the 
States allied to Rome, and these forced inter- 
marriages may in time make the Pathan and the 
Biluch remember that he is a Pathan or a Biluch 
and not merely the child of such and such a clan. 
When, if ever, this process is thoroughly accom- 
plishefl, interesting things may happoi, which 
need not now be considered. 

Such is the method in which tribal law deals 
with trilnd offences, and it is obvious that it is 
much safer to wage the blood-feud in tribal 
territory tijan in such districts of India as those 
in which the ordinary tribunals exercise jurisdic- 
tion. A Britisli Court sitting with or without 
a jury is not well adapted for examining nice 
points f>f tiilia.1 honoui*, and would certainly 
refuse to trace the l)loody annals of a feud wliich 
had lasted a century. It is bound by its very 
(ionstitiitioii and by' the law wdiicli it administers 
to contine itself to a consideration of the actual 
offence bc'fore it. If Ahmad is accused of the 
murder of Mahmud, it will ascertain, first, 
whether Ahmad did in fact kill Madmud, and 
secondly, w'hcdhcr, if so, the killing amounted 
to murder, and will i)ass sentence according to 
its findings. It will certainly not consider (for 
example) whether fifty yc'ars ago at a woddiiig 
feast Mahmud’s grandfather struck Ahmed’s 
great-uncle with a slipper. Thus, perhaps, it is 
not a very suitable mechanism for doing true 
justice between man and man in this case. 
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T remember one very unfortmiate case which 
befell a certain Mahmud. He had a blood-feud 
with a certain Ahmed, a man of wealth and posi- 
tion, owning lands both in British and in tribal 
territory. The manor-house of Ahmed was con- 
veniently situated for easy access to his property, 
and it stood more or less on tlie boundary betwo«n 
tribal territory and India proper. The gateway 
and main part of the house at any rate opened 
on to the lands of war. Mahmud, therefore, 
seizing a suitable occasion, when most of Ahmed’s 
family and servants were away on some law 
business, having collected a band of his well- 
wishers and mercenaries, well-armed, brandish- 
ing torches and shouting theii' war-c ry, attacked 
in the dead of night that manor-house and forced 
the doors. Ahmed rose from his sleep in the 
front courtyard, and lied with his enemies hot 
on his track. The manor-house A\ as large, and 
full of winding galleries and courts ^^■ithin courts, 
and Ahmed doubled and ran uith the agility 
and cunning of despair, but the jnurderers pur- 
sued him with wdioop and halloo, cutting do\Mi 
all that would have stayed them, aud forcing all 
doors. Finally they ran him to earth in an 
isolated cook-house and killed hiui. They then 
returned to their homes willing to obey the 
commands of the council of elders. Unfortu- 
nately, it turned out that the cook-house, being 
behind the mansion, was about hve feet inside 
the boundary of British India, so that the actual 
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murder had taken place, not in tribal, but in 
British lands. The case was therefore not triable 
by the council but by the British Courts, which 
took a very serious view of the crime. 

These questions of venue and the like much 
puzzle the simple-minded Indian. He is used 
to a system of criminal procedure which worked 
very summarily, and was pruicipally anxious to 
make certain that criminals did not escape punish- 
ment. To make sure of this end, it did not 
trouble tnucli about refinements, and it was 
strongly of the opinion that it was much better 
that a thousand innocent men should perish 
rather than tJuit one guilty man should escape. 
If an innoctait man was put to death by some 
mistake, that was very unfortunate, but, after 
all, it was tJie victim’s nasib, and the victim died 
a martyr. On the other hand, the escape of one 
criminal might endanger the whole common- 
v'ealth, and be the cause of the death of hundreds 
of thousands. When one reflects that one Gavrilo 
Prinzep can cause thc' death of 7,500,000 men on 
the field of battle alone, one can see what the 
Oriental penologist means. But with us in the 
West, where the criminal jurisdiction of the 
State is derived from the financial rights of the 
king, these refinements seem essential, and for 
many years the more ludicrous and arbitrary a 
rule was the more it was prized, because it gave 
an opportunity to the skilled brains of counsel 
to score points for or against the principals, and 



150 


THE COMPANY OF CAIN 


there is no amusement in playing a game where 
there are no rules. Later on, of course, the 
existence of these rules was prized as forming 
a bulwark against the arbitary action of a mis- 
trusted Executive. Up to the reign of Henry 
tlie Eighth it was possible (if you liad an accom- 
modating enemy) to stand, say, in Wiltshire, 
and discharge' an arrow at him while in Hamp- 
sJiire, and having killed him <lefy the law. You 
could not be tried in Wiltshire, because the death 
had not taken place there, and you could not be 
tried in Hampshire because you hatl not been in 
that county when the crime was committed. 
I'he difficulties which beset the judges who tiled 
the re!gicides are obvious. In which king's reign 
did the martyred Charles ]ierish 'i As late as 
the eighteenth century a merchant w ho, w ishing 
to realise on his insurance, induced a master to 
scuttle a ship in the Channel, could Jiot be tried, 
because his part of thc^ offence \\as committed 
in the county of Middlesex, Avheri'as the casting 
away took yiluce within the jurisdiction of the 
admiral. I’licre is still, 1 belicwn’, a house in 
Tmibridgt' Wells when' a debtor could for long 
defy his creditors, for the county line passed 
through his house, and he could move from Kent 
into Sussex by passing from his bedstead to his 
washstand. We have slowly got rid of much of 
this chicane, once valuable, now a nuisance, but 
too much remains even in India, and in the case 
above-mentioned there was much scope for the 
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learned ingenuity of counsel. Eventually it was 
held that all the raiders, whether they had or 
had not actually entered British India, were 
criminally liable for the acts committed by any 
one of their number, and were therefore all 
triablt! by the same Court which could try any 
one of them — that is, by the regular (Jourta of 
British India. Consequently all received sen- 
tences commensurate with the gravity of their 
offence, and formal justice was satisfied. Yet 
I often wonder whether, had it been ]iossible to 
go into tlie matter from the very beginning, it 
might not hav(‘ ajipeared that thorc^ Mc-re ex- 
tenuating circumstances. To argue fiom the 
heinousness of the crime to t!ie giavity of the 
provocation is unsound but natural, but there is 
alw'ays at any rate a suspicion that he who 
t;ommits an enormous erinie has had some very 
strong jiiotive, and it is always possible that, if 
that motive were ascertained, it might prove 
that the crime was not morally' so heinous as 
at first appeared ; but this investigation is per- 
haps beyond the competence of human tribunals. 

It is worthy of remark how the idea that the 
person entitled to avenge a civil injuiy is the 
person injured or his representative and not the 
State — that is, the whole body of citizens, lingers 
on in very advanced civihsations. That is the 
idea which, as I have said, justified the blood- 
feud. It is found, for instance, in the Muham- 
madan law. Even now it is the right and privi- 
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lege of the next-of-kin to a murdered man to 
accept the blood fine from the murderer. If the 
fine is paid and accepted, then the murderer goes 
free. It was the existence of this provision 
which led to a serious misunderstanding between 
Italy and Afghanistan not so long ago. As a 
general rule, however, the poverty of the assassin 
and the malignant vindictiveness of the heir 
(especially if that heir is a woman) prevents the 
discharge of the criminal in search of a fresh 
field for his lionourable labours. With us tliere 
was the appeal of murder, once a most valued 
right of the private citizen, then somewhat blown 
upon, and finally exploded amid bitter laughter. 
In this form of action the accused person (who 
had already been acquitted in a dispute between 
our sovereign lord the king and the prisoner at 
the bar) had to run the peril a second time, on 
the suit, not of the king, biit of the next-of- 
kin. So strongly were the rights of the private 
prosecutor preserved that in case of a con\'iction 
the king had no power of pardon. 

I now leave the subject of the blood-feud 
proper and descend to the vendetta, merely 
expressing a hope that some political officer of 
the frontier or of Irak will record for the benefit 
of posterity the etiquette of the blood-feud and 
the manner of its appeasement. 

I have observed above how persistent in 
civilised states of society is the idea (which 
really belongs to the tribal state) that a crime 
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is primarily a wrong done to the sufferer or to 
his representative. Scientific penologists, from 
Beccaria downwards, being, I suppose, inhuman 
and bloodless intellectuals of the professorial 
type, tend to forget this, and in their anxiety 
to ‘ reform the criminal ’ and to ‘ protect society ’ 
are apt to forget that in our fallen state vindic- 
tiveness is a common passion, and that, however 
much we may deplore that man is as he is, 
nevertheless it is the part of the statesman to 
deal with man as he is, and not with man as 
he ought to be, or perhaps hereafter may be. 
No penal system that does not partially gratify 
the natural vindictiveness of the injured person 
is a satisfactoT'y system, however humane, de- 
terrent, and sanatory it may be. A penal code 
which does not i)rovido swift, certain, and severe 
punishment for wrong-doers is a bad code, how- 
ever skilfully it may be drafted, however impar- 
tial and deliberate may bo the tribunals which 
it erects, however cautiously it admits or rejects 
probation, however determinedly it may protect 
the fives and fortunes of the citizens arraigned. 
It will be found that where the Courts and the 
procedure which governs them are not such that 
punishment is swift, certain, and severe, injured 
persons avlII not trouble the Courts. Judge 
Lynch will erect his tribunal over against the 
palace of republican justice, or the vendetta will 
confer on the same man the office of judge, jury, 
witness, and executioner. 
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Indians are vindictive in a manner and to a 
degree of which we in England have no concep- 
tion. In England the man to be dreaded is the 
man on whom you have just inflicted an injury. 
Look out, then, for the hasty blow or the un- 
premeditated shot ! Not so in India. There 
the injury inflicted rankles and festers. The 
injured Indian will turn away respectful, silent, 
and smiling, but wait a few years ! In another 
connection it may here be observed that our 
l*enal Code, Avhich regards .is an extenuating 
cireumstanci'. not the extent of tiie injury done to 
tlie criminal, but its reeent7iess, shows how little 
versefi in Oriental ]7sychology u'csrc its fiamers. 

In part this vindietivent'ss is, I suppose, due 
to some physiological peculiarity, in i)art it is 
due to the constitution of Indian society, where 
a man is always in the closest eoutacd wdth his 
friends, relations, and fcllow-castemen, to the 
habits of that society which allow perjietual 
jeering at .and taunting of the unfortunate, and 
to the continual ‘ egging ’ of the aa omen. One 
may sec in the Norse sagas placable men Avho 
were living in a similar state of society, goaded 
by the same stimuli to the most monstrous acts 
of revenge. 

A. kills B.’s father, seduces his wife, violates 
his daughter, or swindles him of money. B. com- 
plains to the authorities. Perha|)s the injury is 
one for which the law provides no redress. Per- 
haps after long months of committal proceedings. 
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sessions trials, appeals, references, revisions, re- 
mands, and retrials the offender is acquitted. 
There in the same small village hve the wrong- 
doer and the wronged. They meet every day, 
day after day for years. The friends of the 
wrong-doer triumpli over the injured man, the 
friends of the injured man say that only a coward 
and a eunuch would sit down with the insult. 
The neutrals arc only too <lclighted to find some 
amusement in the long day.s and tedious nights, 
and what more amusing than to see a proud 
man writlie under hints, innuendoes, and hitter 
barlinage ? Is it a matter of jtiarvc;! that the 
injured man l)roods and broods till he sees red, 
and until there awakens in hitn that dreadful 
thirst tliat can be slaked by blood only 1 

B. now kills A. He is perhaps acquitted, and 
it is now the. turn of A.’s representative to bum 
with thf! unawenged wrong, to endure the triumph, 
the maligmuit chaff, and tiic instigation. The 
vendetta is now well alight, and may go on 
smouldering or blazing for a century, as fresh 
and inflammable fuel is foil to it or withheld 
from it. It will not end, except with the total 
eradication or migration of one family or the 
other. The vendetta may be waged with all 
arms from perjury to privy fire-raising. I have 
known one village where the people did not 
trouble to stack the fodder because they knew 
it would be burned, but, of course, the favourite 
method of revenge is secret murder. 
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Although vindictiveness is a characteristic of 
almost all Indians (and be it remembered that 
this defect is counterbalanced by a capacity for 
gratitude to their benefactors which is far beyond 
ours), and though accordingly murders for re- 
venge occur everywhere and constantly, yet the 
formal vendetta, the degraded and perverted 
blood-feud, is not common, being confined to a 
few districts and to a few castes in these dis- 
tricts. The vendetta is clearly not necessary 
where people either, owing to timidity or to 
lack of manliness, will sit down after pmiisli- 
ment received. There was, for instance, a cer- 
tain band of Lamanis encamped in a forest. 
These Lamanis are a peculiar wandering tribe, 
not apparently Indian as would appear by their 
physiognomy, and, unhke most wandering tribes, 
not criminal. Their ancestral profession is that 
of drivers of ])ack-bullocks, and aU the great 
conquerors of past ages, from Timur to Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, would have found, had it not been 
for the services of the Lamanis, that brilliant 
strategy, a valorous and well-armed host, and a 
righteous cause are not enough for victory^ with- 
out a trustworthy commissariat system. The 
coming of the railways has to some extent cut 
into the profits of the profession, but the feeder 
roads of India are villainous, and there is still 
much scope for the industriousness of the Lamani. 
It is their habit to encamp in forests and places 
where grazing is good, and to pasture their cattle 
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there while fodder abounds, and in the fair season 
to leave their wives and children and property 
in their encampments while they themselves go 
far afield with their bullocks to ply for hire. One 
such band of Lainanis returned at the end of the 
fair season to its encampment and found that, 
a few days before, it had been raided by a party 
of a certain criminal tribe, the Nooscmcn. The 
raiders had thoroughly looted the camp, had 
carried off all that they could find that was not 
too hot and too heavy, and had burned the rest. 
Had they stopped there all might have been 
well, and the Lamanis (a law-abiding race) might 
have expected the slow operations of British 
justice. The Noose-himters had, however, gone 
too fai'. They liad outraged tlie women. The 
Lamanis value their women, whom they treat 
with great respect and adorn with the quaintest 
of adornments. The Lamanis consulted over the 
matter, and decided that they must deal with 
the matter summarily. They went, therefore, in 
full force to the nearest encampment of Noose- 
men, without worrying much as to who were 
the actual perpetrators of the raid, caught six 
young men, took them out into a remote part 
of the forest, tied them hand and foot round a 
keg of blasting powder and set to the match. 
The six young Noosemen w'^erc, of course, blowm 
to pieces. Information reached the officials, and 
inquiry was made, but nothing could be proved. 
The keg was, it was alleged, part of the Lamani 
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loot, and the men who had stolen it, imagining 
it to be liquor, had attempted to broach it by 
the light of a fii'e, and had thus met their deatli 
tlu’ough their own crime and their own foolish- 
ness. The truth could not be proved, but was 
well known. Ever since that day a Lamani 
camp has been sacrosanct, and the most reckless 
and desperate robber gives it a very wid(' bertli 
indeed. The Noosemcn, though criminal, have 
no love for 0 ]jen fighting, and, being criminal, 
have no love for Courts. Thus the matter ,stay('<l 
where it was, and rejn isals wer*^ not attem])ted. 

Among castes who arc not so ])lacal)le or so 
cowardly, and where there is no gii'al advantage 
on this side or the other, the vciidctta is a dread- 
ful thing. The Indian is or was prohibited from 
carrying lethal weapons properly so oaih'd, hut 
the necessity of agi’iculture com])els every man 
to possess a hatclut, a .scythe, a sickle, or a bill- 
hook, and the Indian peasant, walking in a 
country infested with wild beasts oi' snakr's <jr 
mad dogs, may legitimately carry with him some 
such lethal means of defence. At certain seasons 
of the year the Indian pca.sant is compelhid to 
spend his nights out of doors, often ahjiu*. He- 
must guard his crops, he mu.st tend tla; sheej), 
he mu.st grind and boil the sugar. At thesr* 
times of the year he puts up a little hut of rnUlet- 
stalks, and spends days and nights far from the 
protection of the crowderl village. He is perhaps 
alone, or if he has friends with him, all sleep 
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at night on low bedsteads, with their heads well 
wrapped up in fold upon fold of thick cotton 
cloth. Nothing is easier than for the enemy, 
creeping up silently through the thick crops, or 
along the tieej) ravine, picking liis way cautiously 
tlnough the encuiubered encampment, under the 
brilliant liglit of Orion and the other stars, wdiich 
make wonderful the moonless night, to stand at 
last motionless, silent, and tense by the pallet 
of tlu! sleepei'. lie bends down and looks fixedly 
at the motionk'ss form till lu‘ is satisfied. Then 
thre e swift blows with the bill-hook on the bellv 
azid ne(‘k, and the exultant murderer plunges 
into the e()V('it, while the encampment breaks 
into hideous elauioiir behind him. 

It would b(! (litfieult to imagine how demoral- 
ised beconu's a community where the practice 
of tlie vendetta is established. All communities, 
where the gambling sjurit prevails, arc demoral- 
ised, l)uf here every tlay, for the man with an 
enemy, is a gambler’s day, where the stakes are 
life and death. Men work, of course, because it 
is their habit, an<l who can tell '! But what 
profit is there in thrift, in industry, in good 
citizenshij), in neighbourliness, in parenthood, 
and the kind offices of man to man when none 
can be certain that he ■will see to-inon-ow's dawn V 
Who can estimate the misery of women who 
have not that thing which women value most, 
security, and who at any moment may find them- 
selves widows and their chiklren fatherless ? In 
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war, at least, the enemy is open and known, and 
the vahant man may hope for victory, and the 
prudent man for avoidance of defeat, but against 
the secret murderer what courage and what 
prudence avails ? In a society demoralised by 
tfie vendetta, therefore, one finds in the highest 
degree the coiTuptions incident to a demoralised 
society. It concerns the State, therefore, very 
particularly to end tlic vendetta, but the State 
is helpless. 

There is rarely any evidence. The murder 
takes place, as I have said, generally in sue!) 
circumstances that there are no witnesses. If 
there are, they are not believed. 1 remember 
once when tlie murderer was somewhat delayed, 
and did the act by the fir.st grey light of coming 
day, a woman sleeping woke u]) sudchmly, saw 
the murderer stanrling over the coi'j)se of her 
husbanfl, and winced. The murdeier turned his 
eyes on hei’ for a moment and Hcd. At the 
trial sIk^ identified the prisojun' at tli(' bar, an<l 
(Avhen asked how she could remember a man 
whom she had seen in such circumstances once 
only and in so doubtful a light) cried aloud, 
saying, “ O God, do you thiidv I could twer 
forget his hideous eyes ? ” But th(' jury did not 
believe her, and, indeed, ] am informed that in 
the eyes of the inurdenT by violence, at the 
time of the slaughter, there does invariably 
appear a peculiar red gleam. In any case the 
town-bred jurymen know nothing of the sharp- 
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ness of the eyesight of the village dwellers, and 
how bright is the light of the unaided stars. 

But, as a general rule, there is no evidence 
fit to be believed, for indifferent people will not 
give public evidence in a quarrel which is none 
of theirs, fearing that they may attract to them- 
selves the hostility of wagers of the vendetta. 
Cousequently, Avhen evidence does ajipear, it is 
in general that of furious partisans of the mur- 
dered man, and such evidence is hardly worthy 
of credit, for be it remembered that perjury 
and ficititious capital charges are both favourite 
means of waging the vendetta. 

It is not so long ago since a High Court was 
horrified to find that it had been for years con- 
firming death sentences passed by a Sessions 
Court in a certain district, all of whicli sentences 
had been obtained by the wilful and corrupt 
perjury and sinister eonspiracy of a small gang 
of men who had hit on this means of pmiishing 
their enemies and protecting their friends, and 
liad earned on this business for years Avith im- 
punity. This was not a true case of vendetta, 
but it shows how jiowerful a weapon perjury 
can be to him who wishes to satisfy his grudges. 

The Courts are therefore helpless in the matter 
of the vendetta, and their interference is apt to 
be positively noxious. Thus, suppose that family 
A. has killed thirteen members of family B., 
ami that family B. has killed fourteen members 
of family A. It is clear that A. is one down. 

L 
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A. now kills one of the B. family. The score is 
level, fourteen all, and there is some hope that 
‘ good men ’ may now interfere and point out 
that honour is now satisfied, and that neither 
party can taunt the other. In this case it is 
possible that the vendetta may now end. But 
at this point the police interfere, and arrest the 
murderer, who is hanged. A. has now lost fifteen 
men, fourteen murdered and one hanged, whereas 

B. has lost fourteen only. There is no hope of 
any pacification till A. has Idlled one more B. 
and eluded justice. 

One very remarkable case occurred, the type 
of many, but very suitable for quotation. The 
A.’s in this case were in a very bad position. 
The B.’s had killed about ten men more tlian the 
A.’s, and the A.’s were now reduced to a very 
few adults, with an undue proportion of old men 
and women. There seemed no liope at all that 
they could in any way kill enough of the B.’s 
to make the game at all equal. In these circum- 
stances arose the grandmother of the tribe, say- 
ing, “ I am a useless old woman, and 1 liavc! seen 
many of my children killed, and life is not SAveet 
to me and I would gladly go hence, but hoAv 
can I die and rest in peace Avhile our enemies 
w'alk about, fearing nothing, and the blood of 
our people calls in vain for vengeance; ? Listen 
now to me, and do as I bid you, and you shall 
see the punishment of your enemi(;s.” 

Accordingly next day the old woman was 
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found lying outside the village, in a field belong- 
ing to one of the B.’s, shockingly battered about 
the head and body with heavy blunt instruments. 
Strangers found her and charitably took her to 
the nearest town where there was a hospital. 
There she was treated and came to. The police 
were informed, and they recorded her statement 
and sent to the magistrate, who recorded her 
dying evidence in due form. She had, it appeared, 
gone out of the village in the early morning to 
seek for a straying goat, and had followed the 
tracks of the animal to the field where she was 
foiind. There she had happened on the principal 
man of the B.’s ; an altercation had followed, 
she accusing him of stealing her goat, and he 
accusing her of predial larceny. During the 
altercation the five sons of the chief man had 
come up and in the dispute which foDowed 
all had attacked her with heavy iron-bound 
sticks, beaten her cruelly, and left her for dead. 
Her injuries were such that it was a marvel she 
had reached the hospital. Having made her 
statement, and expressed her forgiveness of her 
enemies, she closed her e3'es, and with deep 
thankfulness surrendered her soul to her Creator. 
The chief man of the B.’s and his five sons were 
duly arrested, evidence abounded, and the in- 
vestigation was nearing its end, when it sud- 
denly was discovered that at the very time of 
the assault the head-man and two of his sons 
had been under detention in a distant lock-up 



164 


THE COMPANY OF CAIN 


on some minor charge. There was obviously 
something wrong, and the investigation pro- 
ceeded on different lines. Then the truth came 
out. The murderers of the old woman were her 
own sons and grandsons. At her instigation, 
or rather at her command, they had beaten her 
with clubs, and left her dying in a place Avherc 
she must be found, with the intention that sus- 
picion should fall on their enemies, whioli sus- 
picion would be turned into certainty by the 
dying statement made by the eliiof conspirator, 
the intention being that thus Government would 
be forced to do for the A.’s n liat they could not 
do for themselves — that is to say. put to death 
l)OS3ibly live, certainly one, of the hated B.'s, 
The plot failed of success only by a niiracl(% but 
it did fail, and now it was the turn of the A.’s 
to pay tlie price. That vendetta died out for 
want of two opposing parties. It is not, tliere- 
fore, a matter for wonder that tint Courts look 
w'ith grave suspicion on the evidenc-e volunteered 
in a case of vendetta. 

Thus the criminal law, substantive' and adjec- 
tive, of the British Courts is not very wi'll suited 
to put down the vendetta. Conscious of this the 
Courts sometimes attem])t to aecommodate them- 
selves to circumstances, requiring, that is, a less 
high standard of proof anti less cogent eviden<;o 
in cases of vendetta than in ordinary cases. This 
1 apprehend is a mistaken and porvf;rse opinion. 

Probation which is inadequate in one set of 
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cases cannot become adequate in another set of 
cases, merely because more adequate probation 
is not to be had. That is really as much as to 
say that in the case of red-haired murderers we 
will convict on evidence which we should not 
regard as satisfactory in the case of black-haired, 
still less of bald men. 

Vendetta is to be nijjped in the bud by 
seeing that the ordinary Courts do (within 
hmits) gratify that vindictiveness which is 
natural to man. A man who is reasonably 
certain that the law will avenge him will 
not trouble to avenge himself. A good penal 
system, therefore, which docs in general inflict 
swift, certain, and severe punishment on wrong- 
doers (that is to say, on wrong-doers who 
ai*e recognised to be such by the public sense of 
the community) will jirevent the vendetta from 
coming into cxistcn(;e by rendering it unneces- 
sary. Where, however, the practice is estab- 
lislied, it cannot be eradicated by a penal system, 
however excellent, which punishes the criminal 
will only in the person of the actual oflendcr, 
and only when that criminal wdll is transmuted 
into action. There is nce<l here of the inquisi- 
torial system — that is to say, of a wise blending 
of police investigation and judicial power, as 
also of strong executive measures, both of pro- 
phylaxis and repression, such measures, that is 
to say’, as the exaction of heavy security from 
suspects, registration of such persons, and re- 
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stricted domicile, together with the imposition 
of heavy fines on areas where offences of this 
kind have been committed with impunity and 
a ruthless enforcement of the responsibility of 
the local officials. It was by measures like these 
that the criminal organisations of the Thugs and 
Dacoits were bj’oken up, but things are not so 
easy in the present case. The Thugs and Dacoits, 
once their operations were hampered, were poor 
men and without inlluciK^e. The wagers of tlie 
vendetta are in general rich and intlucmtial. 
Moreover, tlicsc spt'cial measures, if tliey are 
not to be a greater curse than the mischief whicli 
they would stop, must be administered by a 
very special class of officer, such as is not now 
generally to l)e found. Finally, wliat would the 
enlightened Indian press say to a measure wliich 
cut dow'ii tlic profits of tlie gentlemen of tlie 
long robe ? 
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IX. 

WOMEN. 

It would be impossible to write a book about 
murder and its motives without including a 
section on women, for as she is a giver of life, 
so also is woman, and has been from the days 
of Dinah, a bringer of death to husband and 
lover, and is herself a victim. In India the 
motives for the killing of women are in general 
different from the motives operating in England. 
In England wife murder is very rarely due to 
jealousy, and is caused either by mere brutality 
or by the desire of the husband to rid himself 
of an incnibus, and to see himself at Ubertj" to 
marry some other woman. The desire of the 
male to subject his mate to ph3'sical ill-treatment 
(the existence of Inch would, in the eyes of 
the unprejudiced observer, at once differentiate 
man from the lo^er animals) is found so rarety 
in India that it may for practical purposes be 
regarded as wholly absent. One case, and one 
case only, of unprovoked brutality is in my 
memory. The necessity of killing a wife in 



168 


THE COMPANY OF CAIN 


order to make room for her successor does not 
exist in a polygamous comitry, where, moreover, 
divorce is in general easy. In India a wife is 
killed only because she is unfaithful or at least 
suspect. 

Before expatiating on this topic I profess that 
as I have ever been the champion of Indian 
women so I am their respectful admirer. Of 
the charm of the girl children none can doubt. 
It is impossible to s])eak too liiglily of tlie devo- 
tion and loyalty of the Indian nife and mother 
of men of the working classes. 

To the society of young ladies the European 
is not in general admitted, but it lias been my 
privilege to meet from time to time, at the 
houses of my Eui'opeanised friends, young female 
persons of birth, breeding, and education. I 
pronounce them altogether charming. They are 
modest, and pos.scss the dignity fitted to their 
rank, yet are endowed with a spirit and gay 
blitheness apja-opriatc to their age and sex. 
They are cjiiick in intelligence, bright in con- 
versation, and in all that they do and are pre- 
serve a delightful femininity. They an* all 
violent Nationalists, but that adds to their 
charm. But to dojiict a charming woman in 
words is to photograph the w'aterfall, to carve 
in marble the rainbow or the dewdrop. 

Two things have often occurred to me after 
such visits. First, how gre-at a waste it is that 
so many millions of their sisters are condemned 
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to premature wifedom and maternity on the 
one hand, and to illiteracy on the other, can 
never attain to the physical and intellectual 
superiority of these few fortunate ones. The 
loss of man-power to a nation in war is a grievous 
loss, but what about the loss of woman-power 
by misuse V India might perhaps do great things 
if woman was there the prize and not the burden, 
tlie deity and not the sacrifice. 

Again I think it is perhaps well that in the 
future few of our young men will seek a per- 
manent home in India. Were they to do so, and 
were the bonds of caste and custom to be but a 
little relaxed, it could not but be that many of 
these sojourners would seek brides among the 
(laughters of the house of exile, and no good 
luck has ever yet attended the blending of two 
disparate races. 

These being my sentiments towards Indian 
women, they cannot be accused of hostility and 
contempt, and it is therefore to bo hoped that 
the most violent Indian Nationalist wiU not 
accuse me of “ libelling Indian womanhood ’’ 
when 1 admit that some Indian women are 
guilty of inlidelity to their husbands, and for 
that reason are sometimes killed or are a cause 
of death. Do not (as the readers of Miss Mayo’s 
book are apt to do) judge of the rule by the 
exception, and condemn the whole gi’anary be- 
cause one or two grains are rusty. In all lauds 
the conjugal yoke is heavy on the necks of 
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women, and in India perhaps it weighs more 
heavily than in other lands. Small wonder, 
therefore, that there, as elsewhere, there should 
be rebels against that yoke. The wonder is 
that rebels are not more numerous. It is desir- 
able to expatiate someAvhat on this topic, and 
if it is clearly understood why women some- 
times transgress, it may not be necessary to 
cite numerous cases of individual transgression. 

Both the infidelity of women and the marital 
jealousy which leads the husbantl to punish that 
infidehty with death are the effects of the triumph 
over the reason of the passions, and joarticularly 
the passion of love. This triumph seems to show 
that there is stiU a great deal of the animal in 
man, and to indicate that we are yet a long 
way from perfection. A man who loved as the 
angels love v'ould, I suppose, be glad that his 
consort, finding his society disagreeable, had 
sought companionship els(?u'here. But at present 
tliis noble resignation is not as yet much admirerl 
anywhere, and least of all in India. 1 shall for 
the present omit from consiflcration the divine 
element, which the poets and ])hilosophers t(‘ll 
us exists in human passion, and shall confine 
myself to a consideration of the animal elcjnent. 
I shall thus endeavour to ascertain sojne of the 
physical causes which may make a marriage 
unhappy ; in the first place among civilised 
men in general, and secondly, among Indians in 
particular. It may thus be decided whether 
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women in being unfaithful are not sometimes 
obeying the half-heard call of a sacred duty. 

There was a time when we thought that man 
was not as the beasts that perish. He differed, 
we thought, from the other animals not only 
by reason of his superior physical development, 
but by the possession of a certain attribute 
which they liavc not. In fact wc believed that 
at some point of his evolution he, having lost 
his prehensile tail, developed an immortal soul. 
Thus we were led to believe that there was a 
divine purpose in the imivcrse. If that were 
the case, then we were perhaps not to be blamed 
if we believed that morals were not a mere 
matter of evolution and of contest between the 
egoism of the individual and the altruism neces- 
sary to a creature that lived in societies. If 
that were so, it seemed that it might well be that 
cliastity niiglit be a virtue in itself, and incum- 
bent, without regard to expcdienc}^ being one 
facet of tlie supreme virtue to which we were 
impelled to aspire. But I am for the present 
convinced ))y the arguments of our dmnes and 
philosophcT's, and recognise that it is ignorant, 
superstitious, and reactionary to treat man other- 
wise than as a Yahoo, a refined Yahoo no doubt, 
and one with AA'it enough to conceal his essential 
Yahoodom, but a Yahoo all tJie same. 

Treated from this scientific and evolutionary 
standpoint, the question appears easy of solution. 
Nature’s first and last command is increase and 
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multiply. She requires new life at all costs, and 
for apparently no other reason than that new 
life may in its turn pass on the torch of exist- 
ence to yet newer hfe. She requires therefore 
that young things should be fostered and tended 
till they are able by their own efforts to preserve 
their existence, M'hicJi time in general comes at 
the same time that they in their turn arc able to 
set about the serious business of reproduction. 
If this law is applicable to all animals, and man 
is an animal and notliing more, then it is Iiiglily 
probable that this law is ap])lic able to man also. 
But the conditions in wliieh man now lives are, 
on the whole and in geiieral, such that his r<']iro- 
ductive powei's are not usi’d to tlie full, and 
hence arise defraudation and ])eiversion of in- 
stincts and conseqiu'iit inconvenience's. 

What were the original conditions under wliich 
man became man, and in wJiicli lie livc'd for ages, 
happy and sinless as a beast is sinlt'ss ? It is 
difficult to say with certainty, but easy to con- 
jecture. The theories of the evolutionists appear 
to me quite untenable, and it is here perhaps 
permissible to use the deductive methorls. Con- 
sidering the observed physical peculiarities of 
men and women, and [lostulating that nature 
endowed them with those peculiarities to fit them 
for the environment in which they were intended 
to live, what should we su])posc that that en- 
vironment was V 

Men in all ages and of all races have been in 
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the habit of killing each other furtively or openly 
about women, and men of aU ages and of aU 
races have from time to time found it necessary 
to kill women. In these respects they seem to 
differ from animals. Among animals, male fights 
with male at the mating season, but rarely to 
the death, and the killing of females is almost 
unknown. It is worth while of those who so 
strongly insist on our simian origin to investigate 
whj-, in this respect also, we have dei^arted from 
the laudable customs of our ancestors. 

In the sciences of probability it is interesting 
to divine th(‘ ])robable course of future events 
from existing conditions. But it is also part of 
that science, and a more interesting part, to 
trace back from the occurrence to the possible 
causes and fo ascertain Avhich of these was the 
most ]n‘ol)able cause. Similarly, as regards the 
(h'velopmeut of man, ii. is amusing work for the 
])hiloso])her to mak(' his forecast (whether opti- 
mistic or pessimistic), knowing full well that 
two or three Ihousand years hence people will be 
much too busy with their adual troubles to blame 
or praise him for his previsitm. In the same waj', 
if the red turiK'd u]) fifty times running at Monte 
Carlo, the punters would be so busy committing 
suicide that they wouhl not worry about Tod- 
hvuiter. 

Now it is just as amusing to look at man as 
he is, and then trace back in imagination and 
try to ascertain what \sere the causes which 
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placed him in his present position of felicity. It is 
a more sporting amusement also, for it is possible 
that at any moment some scientific or archaeolo- 
gical discovery may be made which may confirm 
or explode the theory based on deduction. In 
the same way, if one saw two or three hundi'ed 
gamblers coming out of the Casino and inquiring 
the way to the nearest lethal chamber, one might 
deduce that there had been an extraordinary run 
of one colour, and it would bo, of course, easy to 
ascertain by inquiry at the tables wliether there 
had or had not been such a run. 

Looking now at the |)hysic;al peculiarities of 
men and women, I should deduce^ that homo 
sapiem came into existence in some large tropical 
oceanic island. Homo ■'<api(:nH was there for 
many ages organised into famihes, consisting of 
about fifteen females and out* mak'. The com- 
munication between the sex(*s took jdace in the 
same conrlitions as those in which communica- 
tion between the sexes takes jdace in the case of 
all other animals. These unions were in general 
fertile, and the female was tabu from th(> be- 
ginning of expectant mothcrhoorl till the child 
was Aveaned or died. The father of the flock 
killed or attempted to kill all 7nalo babies, but 
it occasionally happened that one w as spared or 
was concealed by its mother. Su(;h accidental 
survivors were, however, invariahly ('xp(‘lled from 
the flock as soon as they were abk? to take care 
of themselves. 
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The island was fertile, well wooded, abounding 
in fruit, copiously watered, and surrounded by 
shallow seas rich in shell-fish. There were some 
dangerous animals, such as large snakes, but not 
a great number of the large carnivores, and in 
particular no packs of hunting animals. Thus 
it was easy for a family to find food, even for 
the weaker members, sufficient to maintain itself 
in health and fertility, tliough it might be that 
three-quarters of the females were simultaneously 
in no condition to undergo privation or hardsliip, 
or to make violent efforts to protect themselves 
and their young. The climate was unhealthy, 
which circumstance, together with the exist- 
ence of some deadly animals, kept the numbers 
of the families witliin bounds, and prevented 
the population from pressing on the means of 
subsistence. 

The conditions were such that the father of 
the flock must needs be a valiant, robust, and 
intelligent creature. He had not only to provide 
his large family with their daily food, he had 
also to protect it against deadly animals ; also 
his rivals, the ejected young males, were con- 
tinually on the watch to oust him. As soon as 
his physical and mental faculties began to falter, 
aggr ession would begin on the part of these bold 
bachelors. For some time he would be able to 
repel his would-be successors, but the time 
would always come wffien youth must be served, 
and the old hero would know' the bitterness of 
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defeat. Thereafter it would be his part to dwell 
in cehbacy and isolation, filling the Avoods with 
the impotent roarings of an incorrigible old 
rogue, a pest to himself and a danger to the 
other dwellers in the forest. I myself some- 
times in the smoking-room of my club . . . but \ 
to return. 

Those who believe in the simian origin of man, 
and have acquainted themselves with the phy- 
sical peculiarities of men anti Avomen as laid 
doAAUi in the Avritings of cx])tTts, Avill set; that 
such a Garden of Eden would exactly suit the 
requirements of our first human ancestors, and 
that no other conceiA'ablc environment Avould 
have suited tliem. To touch merely on one or 
two points. Nature Avas bound to recognise the 
facts that woman, even the toughest and fiercest 
saA^age Avoraan, is not ea])able of great fc'ats of 
endurance or of b(!aring continuous and seven' 
hardships wliilo engaged in the dutit's of mother- 
hood, and tliat the Jiuman child is very hel])Iess 
and incapable of fending for liimself for at least 
six years after his l)irth. Man, just emerged 
from the ranks of tlu; apes, having lost the 
agility of the ape, and the rapidity of that 
animal’s adolescence;, l)ut at the same time litth; 
advanced beyond tlie ape in his actual domination 
of nature — that is, with no tools, or fire, or 
domestic animals, or true language-— could never 
have survived had he not been placed in very 
suitable surroundings. If mjt so placed, the 
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process of evolution which developed his inteUi- 
gence at the expense of his muscles would have 
been a pejorative and not a meliorative process. 

When an organism is suited to its environment 
it does not change. It is to be supposed there- 
fore that this Age of Innocence lasted for hun- 
dreds of generations. There was enough struggle 
to prevent the race from degenerating, but the 
struggle did not become so severe that the race 
could not survive, while at the same time no 
efforts were likely much to improve matters. 
From this insipid perfection our ancestors \\'ere 
rescued . . . bow '! It is not certain. Perhaps 
some natural catastrophe, j)crhaps some change 
in diet or some rudimentary discovery in dietetics, 
])erhaps some s1oa\ improvement in the chmate, 
perhaps the invention of some weapon fatal to 
the wild beasts. iVnyhoAV the population began 
to increase, and to press t)n the means of sub- 
sistence, and Eden became too strait for the 
people. Natural selection now began to operate 
Avith effect, and man, ever becoming more in- 
telligent, more entei’prising, more inventive, found 
himself botli compelled and able to migrate 

across the seas to the continent. Hence in the 

* 

course of ages he spread OA^'r the habitable 
globe. The old tribal family life uoaa- became 
impossible. In sterile countries, in harsh climates, 
in regions infested with ferocious monsters, it 
was impossible for one male to protect fifteen 
females and their resultant progeny. The tribe 

M 
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must now needs bo strengthened by allowing all 
the young males to grow to maturity within it. 
These, on attaining maturity, mu,st necessarily 
desire the companionship of females, and it was 
in much of tlic liabitablc globe the work, and the 
hard woih, of one man to look after. ])rotect, 
and feed one woman and her cluldren. Hence 
change of emdronment tended to |>roduee monog- 
amy and the limitatitm of families with us, and 
polygamy with infanticide in tlic- East. In each 
case pejoraticf' seleidion set in. In both cases 
breeding took jilace from tlu* less Autal (larents, 
and under conditions unfavonrahlc ha- the pro- 
duction of most (“xccilcnt t>tfs])ring. Even the 
polygamy was of a pejorative character, it being 
only in geneial the' rich old men who could in- 
dulge in a plurality of wives, and they by that 
very indulgt'nce excluded many young vigorous 
males from all hopes of posti'iity. Polyandry, 
which did at h'ast ensun* that the children boi*n 
should be vigorous children of rolaist pan'iits, 
uiifluly limited th<' number of potential mothers, 
and hence of possible childrcj). thus weakening 
the race bj' dcpoj)ulation. ^lasculine jc'alousy 
has, moreover, banished the oA'ert practiei' of 
polyandry to a f{;w remote and bachwarfl tracts 
of the world’s surface. Considering therefore the 
matter from a purely evolutionary and f>hilo- 
sophic standpoint, it may be ju'onounccd that (as 
the Spartans asserh'd) adultery is necessary to 
the republic, so long as it is furtive and prolific. 
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Being prolific it ensures that robust children 
should be propagated by parents in the vigour 
of their age ; being furtive it ensures that those 
children should bo fostered and educated in the 
sacred asylum of a pious and monogamous house- 
hold. 8o clear docs this seem to me that I some- 
times wonder that the same poet wrote the “ In 
Memoriam ” (which shows that he beheved in 
evolution) and “ The Idylls of the King,” which 
shows that he disapproved of adultery. He 
should rather have chosen as his hero Lancelot 
than the blameless king. If, then, we are to look 
at this question front a purely evolutionary and 
materifdistic ]ioint of view, then it must at least 
be admitted that woman has certain instincts 
which cannot, in the prestmt condition of society, 
find legitimate gi-atificatioji, and that it is there- 
fore not a matter for marvel that she is some- 
times tem])ted to gratify them illegitimately. 

The Oriental's views about women are not ours. 
He consider^ that woman is highly specialised for 
maternity. To her, he thinks, virginity is not a 
sacred state, and sterility the worst of reproaches. 
Maternity is, however, not obtainable without 
fliscomfort and pain and the fear of death. To 
this discomfort, pain, and danger, none, he 
thinks, wtuild submit herself witliout v('ry strong 
inducements. In part, that indueeuient may be 
economic, but in the main it is furnished by the 
violent urge of the instinct which impels her to 
submit to the necessary preliminaries. This 
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instinct exists, he says, at all ages from the time 
when the child becomes conscious of itself, but 
is, of course, strongest during those years ^\hen 
maternity is possible. It is, he says, highly 
necessary that during those years that instinct 
should find a legitimate outlet ; but if that is 
impossible, then an over-riding (“heck must be 
apiihed, either by meehanical means or tlu^ 
fear of deatli. He differs therefore from the* 
evolutionist in not. considering adultery as a 
eugenic device. 

This practice of killing women out of jealousy 
seems to show that there is still too much of th(“ 
animal about man to justify the hope that he 
will be in the near future p{'rf(!cted by the com- 
plete extinction of the ape and tiger, which, we 
are told, gibbers and roars in the satntliest and 
sagesit. The truth is that though th(;re may 
well be such a thing as that stellar and inccjr- 
poreal love of which the poets tell us, yet that 
di\dne passion sees itself compelled to manifest 
itself through teirestriul and physical organisms, 
so that theie being a sort of meladmi'i betw een 
the divine and human elements the whole mix- 
ture becomes one, so that it is neither wholly 
divine nor AvhoUy human. 

In the East the physical or human elements 
have perhaps assumed an undue pr(‘ponderance. 
It would be unjust to deny that the Oriental 
also sees sometliing of divine in w’onianhood. 
That knightly' passion, of w hich w(‘ in the West 
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boast ourselves, is after all derived from three 
main sources. The principal source is perhaps 
the worship paid for so long to the Divine Mother. 
But that worship is originally a cult of super- 
ficially Graecised Syrians, and no one is unaware 
of the importance of the female energies in the 
mythologies of the East. Even Muhammad 
was nearly seduced into establishing the “ grace- 
ful ladies ” as subordinate godlets powerful in 
intercc'ssion. 

The next most important source is the fantastic 
c-hivalry of tlu^ troubadours of Southern France, 
but that itself most assuredly traces back to 
Muhammadan Spain, and so to the ballads of 
tribal Arabia. Moreover, how is it possible for 
any man having a loyal wife, a tender mother, 
and a dear sister not to reverence women ? But 
these in the East also are as cojiimon as with us- 
Nevertheless one thing is lacking to the Oriental 
wliich is granted to us, and that is the tradition 
derived from antiquity, and sedulously preserved 
in our institutions if not in our practice, that the 
only permissible union between the sexes is in 
the forsu of a monogamous union for life. It is 
impossible to deny that in the East, as in all 
societies where polygamy and concubinage are 
sanctioned l,>y law and religion, there is a ten- 
dency to regard the phj'sical side of the I'elation- 
ship as more important than any other. 

Women seem to me to be unjustly treated in 
both East and West. In the West we are apt 
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to deify human beings, and are therefore apt to 
forget that they are or should be also creatures 
of hke passions. At the same time our art, our 
music, and our literature glorify unlawful love as 
if there was Ijy necessity something splendid and 
magnanimous about what in these days must after 
all be almost of necessity squalid and sordid. In 
the East there is the tendency to degrade human 
beings to the status of machmes, and to forget 
that they are aftc'r all not machines but sentient 
creatures, wlio may justly protest against the 
assumption that tlieir sole functions are to give 
pleasure and to give life, and may Justly put 
forward their’ own claiins to happiness. 

Some of tiie causes wliich lead to conjugal 
unhappiness in the West do not exist in India. 
The Indian family has not yet ousted the succinct 
Lar from liis ])ositioii as guardian of tlie domestic 
hearth, and installed in his place the p{df‘ and 
lugubrious figure of Onan. The Indian would 
regard the attempt to defraud and pcrvetl the 
reproductive instinct by contraceptive devices as 
a degradation to tlie woman, a serious oiTcnce 
agamst religion, and as certain to lead to attemjrts 
by the instinct so defrauded and |)i‘rv('it(‘d to 
gratify itself at all costs. 

The Irrdiarr has, moreover, tlioroughly grasperl 
tlie idea that a conversati<jn should be a duologue 
and not a monologue, and to tlie best of liis 
ability fits his practice to the acc(“pt(‘d theory. 

On the Avhole, I tlrink the Indian is more 
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dependent on his wife than the Occidental. 
Polygamy and concubinage are, after all, rare, 
and confined to the very rich or the very poor. 
The vast majority of Imlian marriages are there- 
fore monogamous, and it is to his wife, and to 
his wife only, that the Indian can look for 
domestic comfort, for the management of the 
house, for as.sistancc in the due peiformance of 
the sacred rites, for covmscl and support, in fact 
for the whole stock-in-trade of femininity. With 
us how many coujiles arc semi-detached ? how 
many honu's are mere dormitories ? how many 
Noras and ]\hs Thompsons abound in every 
suburb V All this is unknown in the true East. 
Tlicre the family is still a .solid institution, and 
the wife is tlie priestess of no forgotten ritual. 

On the other hand, there are indubitably 
certain condition.'' '\\hich exist in India and 
which do not exist in Europe which make for 
conjugal unliappiness. The most important of 
tlicst; is child man’iage. Exaggeration must be 
avoided in thi.s inattcT. Miss Mayo's book is 
quite true, and all of us could give instances of 
tlu‘ op])Tessinn of children as dreadful as any- 
thing which is there to be found. But the im- 
position of wifeho(Kl on a chihl of ten or twelve 
is not in the East (where flowers bloom early) .so 
hateful a thing to tlu' victim as we might suppose. 
The practice is imposed by religion, which 
requires that a girl should be qualified for 
maternity Avithin three months after she becomes 
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capable of maternity, and the sages give as a 
reason that tliere is a high probability that if 
she is not so qualified in the way of marriage she 
will be qualified otherwise. In other words, the 
sages of ancient days had observed that in the 
East children are precocious, and that the 
instinct which impels them to seek maternity is 
fully developed as soon as maternity is possible. 
If that is true (and 1 have no doubt that it is), 
child marriage, provided due prc'cautions are 
taken (as to which the sacred books arc very 
explicit), should not cause undue physical suifev- 
ing or shock. As to moral or hiti'llcctual shock, 
there is no fear of that. It is to lie rcMiiombered 
that innocence (as we term ignorance) is wholly 
unluiown in the East. Iji India the close inti- 
macy in which all the nuunbers of a family live, 
the great lack of privacy inside the large common 
houses, the ritual and emblems of the nOigioirs 
everywhere manifested, the ceremojiies obligatory 
at evcTy stag*' of life, the folk-songs and folk- 
tales (the only rliversioji of the populace), and 
a total absence of pudibondity in our sense 
ensure that ev(Ty ehikl from th(‘ age of 
three is saturat*;*! and resaturated with sexual 
lore. 

Still it is not to be denied that too early 
mamage is a great evil, and is responsible for 
mucli unhappiness in maiTied life. In tlu* first 
place, all men are not gentle and tactful, for it 
must be remembered that Indians are not in 
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general taught the duty of self-restraint, and 
where these quahties are absent shock and con- 
sequent revulsion must be found. In that case 
there is always the chance that the aversion of 
the wife from her husband’s society may become 
chronic. In sucli a case there is small wonder 
that a woman seeks and finds elsewhere the 
happiness which her home does not afford. In the 
i\cxt place, men accustomed to green apples often 
do not relish the ripe fruit, and this perverted 
and sadict appetite often leads elderly men to 
neglec't their mature sj)ouses in favour of a 
perpetual succession of child-brides. Moreover, 
girl-oJiildren are much petted and spoilt in their 
mother’s houses, but girl-brides of the younger 
men come under the severe jurisdiction of their 
husband’s mother. In a few cases mothers are 
jealous of their son’s Avives, and in a very few 
cases (where much property Avas at stake) I have 
heard accusations brought against a woman that 
she (as Marie Antoinette was alleged to have 
done) had A’itiated her son in the hopes that thus 
he AA'ould not be under the infiuence of his wife. 
As a general nile, hoAvever, mothers-in-laAA* mean 
to do their best for their sons’ Avi\^es, and to train 
them in the aa ay they should go, but they seem 
often harsh and stern to the little neAv-married 
girls. I have knoAvn some cases of inhuman 
treatment, but this is rare. Enough, however, 
there is of scolding, nagging, and occasional 
physical maltreatment to make the girl- wife as 
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unhappy as a mother’s darling at his first lioarding 
school. The young husband would never dare to 
protect his wife against his mother, for filial duty 
is pressed to extremes among orthodox Indians. 
This is a passing oppression, no doubt, and the 
child might he comforted hy the relleetion that 
her turn ^vill come in due courst', for with luck 
she will be a motlier-in-law herself some da\ . 
but her position is not really assured till she has 
borne her husband a son, so that in this case lu-r 
tender age, which is the reason of her suffering, 
is also the reason why her redemption from that 
suffering is likely to be delayed. 

Moreover, c-oyness, reluetanc('. withdrasA id, and 
the other symptoms of modesty are very charm- 
ing in women, but they have a purpose which is 
not merely to charm. They an; I lie effects of an 
instinct which teaches a woman that if she wishes 
to have strong and healthy childri'n slie must 
alternate eharm with rejmlsion. till the time comes 
when repulsion may w(‘ll cease. Wt' accuse' the 
modern girl of tlirtatiousness and frivolity, im- 
modesty of ex]Kjsure and demeanour, and tlu* 
like, but the modern girl is, after all, only doing 
in essentials what her Victorian great-grandmf)the,r 
did, attracting in order that slie may I'cpi'l. 
This is not a thought-out jiolicy on flic ])art' of 
designing minxes: it is meri'ly tlie obivlience of 
a creature who desires to be mated successfully 
to an instinct which teaches her how this may 
best be effected. Every girl therefore has the 
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right to exercise her powers to charm, and her- 
self calm and untouched to awaken the passions 
of men, axid to see their sufferings till she has 
made her choice. 

Now as a fortress which has been taken by 
storm is in no condition to parley, it is obvious 
that the Indian girl-wife has no occasion to 
practice these arts on her husband, yet the instinct 
is still tlici'c, and prompts her to play with the 
dt'sires of iiien. With us also how many husbands 
have found tliemsclves unfortunate husbands 
merely because they forgot that a husband should 
also be a lover, and that a bird is best kept in 
captivity by the same arts as those by Avhich it 
has been caught. The Euroiiean wife who wishes 
to see whether she has really lost her charm can, 
if she is indeed still charming, readily reassure 
herself by a harxnlcss though condemnable flirta- 
tion. The Indian wife has no such opportunity. 
The pays du tend re is an unlaiown country to 
the Indian. Pas.sions in the East blaze of a 
.sud(ien on both sides to their full height, and she 
who admittt'd even a strange man to a ]U'ivate 
interview . however short, would be irredeemably 
branded by public opinion. liut if w e have paid 
the price, ma^' wi* not demand delivery of the 
merchandise V If, howev'cr, a woman, possessed 
as .she is by this in.stinct to attract and repel, 
refuses to gratify it. and, content with being 
possessed, never seeks to aseertain wdiether she is 
possessed merely because she is at hand, and not 
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because she is desired, it is likely that here also a 
defrauded instinct may lead to unhappiness. 

The result is that, at any rate in some castes 
and in some provinces, the yomig wife is not 
very happy during the first formative years of 
her marriage. At the time of tlie Divali, once a 
year, young married women return to their 
mothers’ houses. It is often a matter of great 
difficulty to get them to retuni to tlieir husbands’ 
houses. More rarely, even when they are willing, 
they are retained by then’ parents. In certain 
castes and in certain provinces marriageable 
girls eommand a high price. 'Fhcy are oftc'ii 
sold on the in.stalment system, and sometimes 
the instalments fall into ari’ears. In such a ease 
the father, having once got again posses.sion of 
his daughter, is ajit to keep her with him till the 
transaction is j^ut tm a more sound financial 
basis. It may evcni bo the case that he hopes 
to sell her again at a higher rate* to a more 
eligible and solvent son-in-law. I'^'or these and 
other reasons there is always in each local area 
a considerable number — insignificant i)erhapa 
relatively to the number of ha])pily tnarrierl young 
women, but a considerable number — abso- 
lutely of mature young women, \Aho are not 
living Avith their husbands. In such a state of 
affairs inconveniences arc certain to occur. 

Polygamy and the caste rules of eertflin castes, 
or rather of certain subsections of castc's, increase 
the difficulty by ensuring that rich elderly men 
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should have the first pick of the marriageable 
girls of the year, and by ensuring at the same 
time that there shall always be a fair number of 
vigorous and healthy young men who can by 
no possible means find legitimate spouses. Poty- 
ganiy is congenial to the heart of man, and is 
]>erhaps a beneficent institution in stages of 
society where men are apt to be killed in battle 
and where the killing of women is not practised, 
but it is always a grievous opi-)ression to women, 
and as now ])ractisetl in the present age of security 
and approximate equality in numbers between 
the sexes, is evolutionarily condemnable. 

Such are the jDccuUar causes which operate in 
India and which do in certain provinces and 
among certain castes lead to a great relaxation 
of morals. There are also, of course, the other 
causes at work whicli operate in all countries — 
levity, curiosity, pique, jealousy, and emotional 
storms. The question before the Indian there- 
fore too often is, By what sanction is feminine 
virtue to be maintained ? The Indian woman, 
like most women, is virtuous and modest, affec- 
tionate and constant to her husband and the 
father of her children, and has no desire to stray 
into forbidden paths ; but even the most trusted 
and honourable cashier is the better for a check 
and an audit, and it is easier to preserve vdrtue 
and modesty when it is Icnown that unchastity 
and immodesty will meet witli some J^ondign 
punishment. 
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In the West the fear of shame and the fear of 
poverty are the sanctions which arc applied when 
such application is necessary. Woman, moreover, 
timid by nature, is reluctant to leave tlie security 
of a Jiavcn, liowcver inconvenient, for adven- 
tures on the higli seas, however splendid. Even 
in tlie WVst, liowever, these sanctions seem to be 
becoming inelfective, anci it is possil)l(', that our 
institutions may be on tlie vergi* of revolutionary 
modification. 

In the East, where passions burn higher, they 
are wholly inetfective, and the wronged Indian is 
apt to seek a more spectacular vi'iigi anee on false 
wife and false friend than the pillory of the 
witness-box and costs and damage's. In short., 
there is a goofl deal of killing of unfaithful wives 
and their lovers. 

None of the grc'at systems of law — that is to 
say, none of tin; religions — estalilished in India 
sanction the killing of wivms at the jileasuri^ of 
their husbands. Muhammad assigned to the 
crime of adultery the penalty of dc'ath to be 
inflicted by the regular tribunals, but, warned by 
an unfortunate misunderstaiifling in his own 
family, he ordamed that this penaity should not 
be inflicted, except where the evideiici' was so 
strong that there could be no jiossibility of 
doubt as to the guilt of the accused. As the 
necessary evidence is praetieaily impossible to 
obtain, find as the accuser who fails to prove his 
ea,se is liable to severe punishment as a calumni- 
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ator, this form of action was never used, and men 
fell back on the summary jurisdiction of the 
scimitar. 

I do not propose to give any instances of 
murders of this kind. A great number of murders 
art^ committed on this account in the privacy of 
tJie home, and such rarely or never come into 
Court. The murders committed by the common 
people arc generally bloody and atrocious, but 
have no other point of interest. The question of 
mutilations, which does possess some interesting 
features, is not raised in the present volume, and 
the matter will be touched again in the chapter 
on poisons. I shall therefore devote the remainder 
of this chapter to a (‘onsideration of the plea of 
th(i unwritten law, ])remising merely that I am 
inelinetl to trciat oh'ences against women severely, 
rcigarding \\omen as lit objects for special pro- 
tection, and that I, while recognising that a man 
who kills an unfaithful wife may be acting as 
any of us might act in siiiiilar circumstances, 
nevertlicloss was determined to make it manifest 
that the highest prizes of honour cannot be 
obtained without peril of death. 

The Indian Penal Code punishes the adulterer 
with a smart term of imprisonment, but carefully 
guards the erring wife from any punishment by 
the State. Public opinion, on the other hand, 
rather commends the husband, who avenges 
what he is pleased to call his honour. This 
discrepancy between the written and unwritten 
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law causes the tribunal much trouble. Juries 
invariably acquit in these cases, but it is not 
always that a judge can shuffle ofE his responsi- 
bilities on to a jury. It is true that the law 
regards grave and sudden provocation as an 
extenuating circumstance, but this does not 
help much, for an Indian is much more likely 
to kiU on account of a long-standing grievance 
than on account of an injury just inflicted. I 
once asked an elderly Brahmin why he had killed 
his sister, a widow, whose coiiduct had been 
notorious for years. Ho replied that a thorn in 
the foot hurts far more after the wound has 
festered and suppurated for some weeks than it 
did at first, and this view of the matter seems 
sensible enough. It is impossible to shut one’s 
eyes to this consideration. There is also the 
consideration that in some provinces and among 
cei^in classes in those provinces there must be 
some check on adultery, or society might well 
dissolve. 

In a certain province in India the energetic 
Sir Charles Napier was appointed Governor. 
Sir Charles Avas a man of great force of character, 
but obstinate and wrong-headed to a degree. 
He hated and despised the Company’s officials, 
both civil and military, and regarded them as all 
banded together in a nefarious conspiracy to 
deprive him of the just rewards of his victories. 
His only advisers were thus inexperienced mili- 
tary officers or a corrupt amla. In that province 
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all criminal cases were tried by court-martial — 
that is, by military officers under the command 
of the Governor — and a Governor who did not 
hesitate to rebuke in very intemperate language 
any tribunal which he thought had departed 
from natural equity. Wife-killing was rife in 
that province, and Sir Charles determined to 
put it down by the summary execution not 
only of the guilty husband but of all accom- 
plices, abettors, fautors, and accessories. The 
results, according to tradition, were not satis- 
factory. For certain reasons women of certain 
castes in that province are extremely addicted 
to adultery, and being now free from any sort 
of check gave the fullest rein to their passions, 
and the general demoralisation of society became 
indescribable. In this particular case this judicial 
severitj^ did not last long, and towards the end 
of Sir Charles’ regime the people worked out a 
system which gave them some relief. This was 
the so-called badli system, whereby on its coming 
to the ears of the authorities that a case of wife- 
kiUing had been committed, some worn-out old 
man would surrender to the pohee, confess, 
profess repentance, and be hanged, thus ran- 
soming by liis death the life of the actual mur- 
derer, who was probably a young vigorous man, 
an asset and not a burden to the tribe. StiU, 
however, the difficulty remains. The law of the 
land pronounces the adulteress criminally guilt- 
less, and the adulterer liable to a few months’ 
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hard labour : you, the prisoner in the dock, 
have taken on yourself to pass a law of your own, 
by virtue of which you, in your private tribunal, 
have sentenced adulteress and adulterer to death, 
and have then executed that sentence ? What is 
to be said about this ? The judge, of course, 
has nothing to do but to administer the law, 
stretching it as far as it will go in favour of life, 
but not breaking it. If, then, the law says that 
a man who voluntarily takes the life of another 
is a murderer, the judge must say so too, and 
must treat such a man as the law directs. Most 
murderers have motives for their crime, and a 
motive, however strong, however excellent, is 
not an excuse for a crime unless the law so 
declares. I am not therefore much an admirer 
of the unwritten law, and am sorry to see it 
spread beyond its ancient bounds, which 1 take 
it are those of the lands where there is no written 
law, and no ordered system of justice. 

It is remarkable that the application of this 
unwritten law should find favour in democracies. 
Democracy, I suppose, rests on the assumption 
that aU citizens have an equal capacity, and are 
possessed of the same bundle of rights and 
liabilities. Among these rights and liabilities of 
the citizen is the liability to be punished for 
any infraction of the law of the community 
which he or she may commit, and the right to 
be judged in respect of any alleged oSence by 
an impartial tribunal, and if convicted to undergo 



WOMEN 


195 


no strange and unusual punishment. How then 
is it in accordance with the principles of democracy 
that a whole class of citizens — ^namely, women 
— and a whole class of offenders should be liable 
to arbitrary punishment inflicted by a party to the 
action ? Moreover, the capacity — ^that is, the 
full citizenship of women — ^is here denied, because 
the justification of the imwritten law is that the 
wronged husband is in the position of a man 
whose property has been invaded, and who, in 
resisting such an invasion, kills the aggressor. 
This is to treat conjugal rights (as the Romans 
did) as an easement or servitude, so that the 
wife is in this case hke a field over which a foot- 
path passes, or a tree whose fruits I have the right 
to gather. That is to say, she is little better 
than a serf or villain, possessing certain rights 
indeed, but possessing them subject to the 
.super-eminent domain of the holder of the 
dominant tenement. This is a strange sort of 
democracy indeed, and more like the custom of 
a manor than the law of a well-ordered kingdom, 
yet women seem to approve of it, for, having 
won equal rights at the polhng-booth, they 
think it but fair to surrender their rights to the 
lawful possession of their own persons. 

Another consideration which led me to regard 
with disfavour the claims of the unwritten law 
is that it is inconvenient that a man should be 
judge in his own cause. One of the inconveni- 
ences here arising is that there is fomid a great 
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flexibility in Avhat may be called the substantive 
law. I have found in areas where the unwritten 
law is held to be a valid plea that men begin by 
killin g wives who are notoriously unfaithful 
along with their paramours. If the people stopped 
here, all might be well, at least in the eyes of 
those who regard women as a sort of animal, but 
as Caesar said about Damasippus, the illegal 
execution of the most notorious offender is dan- 
gerous because the tradition of illegal execution 
broadens down from the precedent to precedent. 
The next stage is that men take grave indis- 
cretion or excessive frivolity as presum]>tive 
proof of adiiltery, and act on such proof. From 
this to punishing with death mere levity and 
flirtatiousness is a short step, and ere long you 
wiU find women being killed or mutilated because 
they have failed to cook their husbands’ dinner 
in time. The argument in this case is as follows : 
“ A woman who loves her husband will be careful 
to cook his dinner. Krishni has not cooked my 
dinner, therefore she does not love me. But a 
woman rarely ceases to love her husband unless 
she loves some one else. Therefore Krishni loves 
another. But it is highly probal)le that a married 
woman who is in love with a man not her husband 
will be unfaithful to her husband, therefore give 
me the axe or the branding iron.” Moreover, I 
have noticed that the people living in such areas 
where the murder of wives is tolerated soon 
begin to plume themselves on their high and 
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nice sense of honour in this matter of women. 
Therefore they will kill not only their wives, but 
also their daughters and sisters (though these 
are married into other houses, and therefore 
clear from all potestas of the murderer), and for 
aught I know erring aunts, cousins, and grand- 
mothers. It seems to me that in the most ill- 
governed country a woman (as Mdme. de Stael 
said) has a right to know why she is to be put to 
death, and to have the assurances that if she is 
to be judged and slain, it will only be at the 
hands of a judge and executioner who is com- 
missioned by use and wont. This matter of the 
unwritten law (hke the similar right to kill old 
and afflicted relatives) needs very careful con- 
sideration at the time of its first promulgation in 
practice. 

Again, there is this difficulty when the un- 
written law is pleaded as an excuse. “ You, the 
prisoner in the doek, have killed your wife 
because she was unfaithful to you ? Well and 
good, but what about yourself ? Did you in no 
way contribute to your own misfortune ? If 
you did, if your wife turned away from you 
because of offences of your own, if, for example, 
you were harsh and unsympathetic, penurious 
beyond reason, austere to her relations, if you 
were unfaithful to her and neglected her, if you 
allowed yourself to become infected with pre- 
ventible disease, or gave yourself over to drunken- 
ness or unlaAvful ritual, had you, yourself erron- 
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eous, the right to kill her on account of her 
errors ? ” Now it is quite clear that no Court 
sitting under the authority of any earthly sover- 
eign could adjudicate on these matters. If, 
then, a man wislics to plead this defence, he 
should, I apjirehend, plead it in a Court where 
its validity can be ascertained, as it cannot be 
in a Court bound by the A^^ritten laav of evidence 
and procedure. On the whole, then, the regular 
Courts of British India are not great admii’ei's of 
the unwritten law. Tt is ]>o.?sible that thus, as 
often, strict justice may amount to injustice, but 
the victims of that justice are the ransoixis for 
millions of their fclloAv -countrywomen. 
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HUSBANDS AND CHILDREN. 

It was, I tliink, a peculiarly foolish dictum of 
tiio Romans that an adulteress was always a 
l)otential murderess of her husband. This dic- 
tum, however, unfortunately still has much 
weight in countries which should have learned 
better by experience. Stih, oases do indubitably 
occur of murders of husbands by guilty wives. 
This question whl be discussed more fuUy in the 
section on ])oisons ; here I shah only relate two 
cases, remarkable not only in themselves, but 
also by their resemblance to certain w'eU-known 
cases fictitious and actual. 

There was in a certain District a yoimg Mu- 
hammadan woman, the wife of an elderly man. 
She disliked her husband, and in consequence, 
when chance threw^ her much into the society of 
her husband’s cousin, love and affection arose. 
The cousin urged the w'oman to elope with him, 
or at any rate to grant him a private interview. 
She refused, saying that she had made a vow’ 
never to yield herself to any one who was not 
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her husband. It thus became manifest to the 
lover that, if he wished to come to his desires, 
he must kiU the husband, and he consulted with 
the wife as to the means whereby this could be 
effected. “ My husband,” she said, “ is presently 
going on a journey across the deserts. Offer to 
accompany him. He will be glad of a com- 
panion. You can then take some suitable oppor- 
tunity to despatch him.” The lover did accord- 
ing to her suggestion, and came to bid her fare- 
well, and to receive the last counsels before 
departure. “ There is one tiling,” she said, 
“ that troubles me. I know you have a tender 
heart. How shall I be certain that my husband 
is really dead ? Without certain proof I cannot 
marry you.” The lover said, “ Ha\’ing killed 
your husband, 1 will cut off his head and lay 
it at your feet, thus, having recognised that it is 
indeed his head, your heart may be at rest.” 
This seemed to meet the difficulty, and so it was 
decided. Accordingly the lover, having accom- 
panied his cousin for some days’ march, and 
having now reacheil a desolate country, killed 
the victim, and, having cut off the head, buried 
the trunk in the sandhills. He put the head in 
the nose-bag of one of his animals, having been 
careful to provide himself with spices and gums 
so that corruption might not make the features 
unrecognisable. After some weeks he returned 
to the village, giving out that his cousin had 
gone for a longer journey than had been his 
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intention. The woman, seeing the head of her 
husband, was satisfied that he was indeed dead, 
and was ready to marry her lover. She intended 
to wait till the days of her uncleanness were 
accomplished, and would then, on pretext of 
joining her husband, depart to some remote 
region, where she would presently be joined by 
her lover, and the path would be opened to 
felicity. But one difficulty arose. What was to 
be done with the head ? It had served its pur- 
pose, and might now be resolved into its elements, 
but it refused to resolve. They could not burn 
it, because that would, in the opinion of the 
vulgar, cause the damnation of the deceased, and 
it seemed enough to kill a harmless old man 
without also IdUing his soul. It would not rot, 
for it was embalmed. They flung it into the 
river, but it would not sink, and they did not 
dare to leave it to float lest some one might 
recognise it. They buried it in the earth. The 
village dogs dug it up, but would not eat or 
lacerate it. Finally, the woman buried it under 
the grindstone inside her house. Now she felt 
she must watch it, lest some accident should 
reveal its presence to some easual visitor or 
prying neighbour. It w'as easy enough to find 
business there during the day, and at night she 
spread her sleeping mat ne.ar at hand. StiU she 
was always conscious of the presence of the thing, 
and before long she began to sleep badly, rising 
several times every hour of the night to see that 
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the stone was not disturbed. Finally, sleep left 
her altogether, and her waking (not her sleeping) 
consciousness began to figure to her that the 
head in its sepulchre was alive and thirsty for 
vengeance. She now began to see perpetually 
before her eyes the head, truncated indeed, but 
ahve with menacing eyes, and lips gaping \vith 
thirst. The matter now became imendurable to 
her, and she called on her lover to help her in 
this extremity, but there was no help in him. 
On the contrary, he said that his condition ^^•as 
much as herS;, and that death was better than 
the continual companionship of the living dead. 
Having discussed this matter thoroughly, they 
decided that there was no help for it. Accord- 
ingly they went together to the chief of the village 
and confessed the whole matter first and last. 
This story, it seems to me, has many points of 
resemblance to tlie story of Therese Raquin. 

The next instance I quote because it seems 
to me to be an instance of the working of that 
spirit of absolute evil to which I have before 
alluded. Wicked men, even very wicked men, 
are, after all, men, and in tlieir worst actions 
there remains some trace of humanity, of fallen 
humanity perhaps, but stiU humanity. A few 
rare cases there are where the criminal seems 
actuated by some non-human impulse. The 
criminal in this case was a Brahmin woman 
verging on the fifties. She was married to an 
old half-witted husband, and her conduct had 
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been notorious for years. It is impossible to 
record the full story of her crime, but the out- 
lines were as follows. Her house was adjacent 
to another house which had long been vacant. 
It was possible to get from the roof of one house 
to that of the other, and in each case access was 
obtained to the roof from the interior of the 
house. One night, having luUed her husband 
into a state of false security, she introduced into 
her house across the roofs from the vacant house 
not one lover, but a troop of lovers. They bound 
and gagged the husband, and after some time 
killed him. They then bestowed the body under 
the staircase, and continued their diversions. 
This orgy continued for some days and nights, 
after which they attempted to dispose of the 
body, but in vain. Suspicion was aroused, and 
the woman now accused the less guilty of her 
accomplices of having broken into her house, 
ill-treated her, and murdered her husband, hop- 
ing thus to save her own life and the life of her 
best friend. This crime created such horror that, 
though the accused was a Brahmin and a woman, 
and therefore doubly sacrosanct, she was con- 
victed without demur by an Asarpur jury, a 
jury which in general refuses to find guilty on 
the clearest of evidence the most heinous of 
murderers. If her actions are to be referred to 
any human spring of action, I suppose tliis crime 
is an additional proof that a woman will forgive 
an oppressor or a traitor (where she fears and 
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hates), but will never forgive one whom she 
despises. This case is not very dissimilar from 
the case of Catherine Hayes. 

I leave this subject with much gladness, for 
it is pahiful to see the corruption of the most 
excellent. I shall devote the rest of this chapter 
to considering cases of child-murder, which is 
connected with the preceding cases of wife- and 
husband-murder by the fact that all three are 
due largely to the difficulties introduced into the 
relations of the sexes by our civihsation. 

Civihsed man has advanced so far from the 
animal state that he is apt to be encumbered by 
children. In that oceanic Eden which, in my 
opinion, Avas the habitat of our first parents, as 
soon as a child was capable of fending for itself, 
it had to fend for itself or die. Little males 
were killed or exj)elled and gave no trouble to 
any one ; little females were valuable and jue- 
served. As soon as a little girl c(juld run about 
by herself, she could pick up her own food, and 
find her own shelter. If she failed to do so it 
could only be because the whole tribe of which 
she Avas a member was in severe difficulties, and 
the weaker members di<*<l off. We cannot treat 
our children so summarily as that, and, among 
the women at least, the purely animal instinct 
of parental affection remains strong, and is far 
more enduring than in tlie case of other animals. 
On the other hand, man has still so much of the 
animal in him that he resents the interference of 
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others in the affairs of his children, and the 
creation, nurture, and maintenance of the future 
citizens of the community is still left very much 
to be the duty and burden of private individuals. 
Hence the phenomenon, common in all races of man, 
uncommon in aU races of animals, of child-murder. 

With us the murder of children by a parent is 
committed for one of two reasons only, either to 
conceal the fact that there has been a child, or 
for the purpose of gain. The latter form of 
offence is unknown in India. It is true that 
there are no insurance companies, burial clubs, 
and the like, the liberality of Avhose scale of 
payments on tlje death of a child is a tempta- 
tion to a poor mother to dispose at a profit of a 
surplus child. In any case, however, I do not 
think that the Indian would be at all inclined to 
kill his children for the purpose of profit. The 
murder to avoid shame, which the humanity of 
our modern authorities regards as hardly murder, 
is perhaps common in India, but does not often 
figure in the Coui’ts. The adult unmarried girl 
is almost unknown in India, and the mothers 
of unwanted babies are either widows, or women 
whose husbands have been long absent from 
them. In the case of a respectable widow, the 
father would in general be a close relative of the 
husband, and the child would be exposed or 
otherwise disposed of without scandal. In the 
case of a dissolute widow the shame impulse 
would probably be absent . 
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Husbands whose avocations take them for 
years into remote countries must not be sur- 
prised if, like the Crusader of old, they find on 
their return that their wives also have not been 
idle. There is a certain city of India called 
Bazpur, where the merchant class is daring and 
speculative. As soon as a young man has ob- 
tained a little training in the art of trade, and 
has saved a little capital, he sallies forth, a 
young knight - errant of commerce, and after 
visiting the most remote lands, may return a 
pauper or a millionaire after twenty years. As 
this adventurous life is not without dangers, and 
as it is necessary for the man who would be rich 
to leave the sacred boimds of India, it is quite 
possible that he may die in a polluted land. 
The chances for his soul are therefore in any case 
somewhat poor, but he would have no chance 
at aU did he die sonless. It is the custom, there- 
fore, for these young merchants to marry imme- 
diately before they set out on their wander- 
years, and their wives, who, of course cannot 
accompany them, remain for years without tiie 
support and comfort of their husbands’ prcisence. 
It is not, therefore, a matter of surprise that the 
merchant returning, grizzled and worn, with his 
valise bulging with letters-of-credit, occasionally 
finds that there is no fear of his dying sonless, 
for, as the proverb goes, if I have a piece of 
land, and some one plants a palm-tree there, the 
palm is mine and not the planter’s. In paren- 



HUSBANDS AND CHILDREN 207 


thesis it may be stated that there is another city 
(not in India) where the local Mussulman mer- 
chants, also great travellers, have dealt with the 
problem of the neglected wife in a far more 
cynical spirit. The Bazpuris in general accept 
the situation, when it arises, with the utmost 
philosophy, and there is thus in this case no 
need for peccant women to become also mur- 
deresses. 

The form of infanticide which is peculiar to 
India among the possessions of the British Crown 
is the killing of girl-babies, for the purpose of 
avoiding the difficulty and expense of marrying 
them. This form of infanticide was at one time 
common everj’^where. The pagan Arabs prac- 
tised it to excess, and there are in the early 
history of Islam some very horrible stories of 
such murders. The prophet Muhammad (him- 
self the father of an only and adored daughter) 
strained every nerve to suppress the custom 
(“ Bury not your daughters alive, for they are 
the darlings, the comforters ”), and his efforts 
were successful. Christianity also succeeded in 
ending a practice most common in the West in 
the days of ignorance. Thus it is only in pagan 
lands that this form of murder is sanctioned 
and imposed by custom. 

It is not in India the case that parents are 
particularly inhuman. On the contrary, they 
are devoted and tender parents, and girl-children 
are there also much beloved. Nor is this sur- 
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prising. I have known many girl-children in all 
ranks of society, and I have always found them 
gay and bright and afiectionate and charming. 
I shall not soon forget one little heroine, whose 
name I have forgotten. She was the eldest child 
of some poor peasants who lived in a forest- 
tract, remote from other habitations. The plague 
came during the rains, and both the parents died. 
The girl (whom I will call Krishni) was then 
aged eight, and was left with three brothers and 
sisters, all younger than herself. One of the 
children was ill, though not of plague. The 
house was, as I have said, isolated, and it was 
the time of the rains, and no one passed that 
way for over six weeks. During all that time, 
the burden of the house and of the family lay 
on Krishni. The nearest water was two miles 
off, down a steep hill, for the jungle water was 
unwholesome. The grain store was wcllnigh 
empty, and after grinding a modicum of miUet 
into flour, it was necessary for the child to range 
the forests seeking for wild fruit and edible roots. 
The sick child must be nursed, and the others 
guarded from straying during the hours of light, 
and comforted amid the perils of the darkness. 
AH these things must be accomplished, and were 
accomplished. Consider, then, how great was 
the love and how valiant the little heart ! When 
the rescue party did arrive, they found Krishni 
worn to a shadow, but the other children were 
well and well-tended. Krishni was, however. 
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remorseful, and feared she might be blamed. 
She had not been able to keep the clothes of 
herself and her charges well washed and neatly 
mended. 

It is not, therefore, owing to any lack of 
natural affection that certain classes of Indians 
practise infanticide, but they are compelled to 
this for fear of shame. It is incumbent on every 
respectable Hindu to find a husband for his 
daughter as soon as she reaches, or rather before 
she has reached, the marriageable age. Now 
the customs of castes and religions differ much, 
so that there is in some castes and religions a 
great superabundance and in others a sad de- 
ficiency of girls. Among some of the Pathan 
tribes of tlie frontier the birth of a daughter is 
considered almost as great fortune as the be- 
stowal of a pension. In certain subsections of 
certain Hindu castes elaborate caste rules have 
been framed with the intention of creating an 
artificial scarcity of marriageable girls, and here 
the father of a daugliter may well hope to sell 
her to some rich old gentleman for two thousand 
rupees. Among the peasants and labouring 
classes in geneial, where the wife shares in her 
husband’s toils, it is easy enough for a girl to 
find a husband. Thus it will be seen that the 
practice of infanticide is necessarily confined to 
a very few castes. Such are some of the degraded 
Rajput clans. In this community it is considered 
a great honour for a young man to many into 
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a clan a little higher than his own, while it is 
a disgrace to marry a girl of an inferior clan. 
No one will, without a very handsome dowry, 
marry beneath him into one of these degraded 
elans, so no husbands can be won from above, 
and as there are no clans lower in tlie scale of, 
Rajput gradation, there are no possible husbands 
from below. Thus the girls of tJiese clans, unless 
very Avealtliy, cannot ho])e to Uiariw except into 
tlieir own clan, and here they line! the dilliculty 
that all the young men who can afford it seek 
brides from superior elans. Thus tli(^ girls of 
these degraded elans are in general com polled to 
wait for marriage till tiiey ar(‘, (>ven according 
to Euroi)ean ideas, much ])ast tiu'ir juime. This 
is a state of tbmgs w hich in tln^ l^ast produces 
serious inconveniences, and there is a great 
temptation to the parents to avoid th(^ risk of 
these inconvenience's and the eon.^equent shame 
by killing their baby daughters, d'lx' same state 
of things exists in certain very respectable peasant 
castes, and among the Brahmins Ihei'e are certain 
sects which are poor and prolific. 'I’he wife of a 
Brahmin, important as she is as mistJ-ess (d the 
household and a sharer in sacrifice's, is not a 
positive w'agc-earmu', and marriage' is therefore 
a luxury denied to the poorfU' young men. H(‘re 
also, therefore, there is great <lif}ieuUy and ex- 
pense in finding a son-in-law, and a corresponding 
great temptation to avoid future' possible evils 
by removing the cause of them. It would be 
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such a dreadful thing for a Brahmin to have an 
adult unmarried daughter in the house that one 
hardly likes to contemplate it. 

I asked one young woman why she had killed 
her daugliter. SJie explained that she was the 
wife of a poor young man, who earned a miser- 
able existence as a village astrologer. She had 
had thre(i children one after another, all girls, 
witli never a boy among them. She was looked 
on with disrespect in the village, and her hus- 
band's family were inclined to blame her as 
having committed some sins in a previous life, 
for which, not so much she as her husband was 
now paying. The marriage oi these girls, if they 
lived to maturity, would cost the family six 
thousand rupees, and though all would club 
together on so necessary an occasion, the family 
wmuld caadainly be ruined. Nevertheless, she 
was fond of lu'r claughters, and would not have 
parted witli them for the world. Then she found 
hei'self about to become a mother for the fourth 
time. All the omens were favourable. The 
soothsaj'cfs and the gossi])s of tli<.‘ tillage fore- 
told a son, she herself had a linn inward convic- 
tion that, she was about to become the mother 
of a son ; she was conlirmed in this opinion by 
th(' prognostications of tlu' midwife. The child 
was born. It wms a daughter. She killed it. 

The child is invariably killed at birth or very 
shortly afterwards. It is, as a general rule, put 
under a copper pot and left to die, so that the 
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guilt of actual murder may not attach to the 
family. The Courts do not take a very serious 
view of this offence, which, moreover, rarely is 
made the subject of a criminal prosecution. At 
one time the British Government did a great 
deal to stop tlie practice of infanticide among \ 
certain classes excessively addicted to it. A 
careful system of registration of births and deaths, 
rigorous inquiry into deaths of girl babies, fines 
on villages where female child mortality was 
excessive, and encouragement to modifj" ])er- 
nicious caste rules were among the devices 
adopted with a certain degree of succc'ss ; but 
as time passed on sucli legislation \\ as discovered 
to be unsympatlietic, anfl likely to be misunder- 
stood ; it led to oppression and blackmail. It 
Avas found that, though it might be possible to 
check murder, it Avas not possible to check 
neglect, \Ahich A\as just as efficacious, by Iuaa'. 
This legislation, therefore, passed into desuetude, 
as aU laws shouhl AA'hicb legislate above the 
heads of tlie people for Avhom they are intendt'd. 
It is to be hoped, I suppose, tliat the progress 
of education, and the spread of Western enlighten- 
ment may here also come Avith healing in then' 
wings, for if the Indian studies birth (arntrol, 
he will be relieved of a great resjionsibility, for 
it is clearly impossible to murder youi- children 
if you do not have any. 

Such are some of the cAdl consequences which 
have followed from our abandonment of the laud- 



HUSBANDS AND CHILDREN 213 


able practices of our simian ancestors. But to 
proceed. 

Infanticide, with which I have just dealt, is 
the crime of one who, entrusted with the care 
of children, kills them for private and personal 
reasons. But, of course, children, like aU other 
human beings, may be murdered for gain or for 
revenge. The laws of inheritance in India are 
such that it is rarely profitable for an expectant 
heir to murder children, and the wicked uncle of 
our folk-tales is therefore not a common person- 
age. Tliere is, however, one class of offences 
against cliildren which is very common in some 
parts, and that is the murder of children for 
their ornaments. The crime is very common 
in some districts, and almost unknown in dis- 
tricts closely adjacent. It is the custom of 
Indians to piit their savings into the form of 
ornaments, and as they are fond and proud of 
their children, and particularly of their girls, 
they arc apt to cover little Sita or Aisha with 
gold and silver, and turn her out to play in the 
village street. Some friend of the family, or 
acquaintance of the child, comes along, lures her 
away on some pretext, and murders her. He 
then strips off the ornaments and attempts to 
sell them. The crime is invariably discovered, 
because it is generally done on a sudden impulse, 
without due preparation for concealing the fact 
or disposing of the plunder, and it is obvious 
that the perpetrator must be one of a few people 
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who were friendly enough with the chUd to gain 
its confidence. The crime is invariably punished 
with death, and it appears that the criminal is 
generally some stupid oaf of a peasant, bored 
to death witli the monotony of village life, and 
ready to run any risk to get a little money which\ 
will enable him to ])ay a visit to some large 
town, V here he can sec a. cinema or, if possible, 
a circus. So rife is this crime' in certain areas 
that it has often been proposed to render the 
theft of ornaments from the person of a child 
non-acthniablc. In theory this would \a ork 
admirably. People, it is to be presumed, would 
no longer cover their elnldren with oniaments 
which might, in the case supposed, be removed 
witli perfect impunity by the first-comer. If 
anybody ran the risk, and still sent out his 
child unaccompanied and laden with jewels, tlu'n 
the thief, bdng promised immunity, would have 
no incentive to commit murder. The difficidly 
is that, in the first place, there ai e occasions when 
a child may properly wear ornaments ; in the 
second, that in many cases the ornamc'nts an- 
so fitted to the wearer that they can most con- 
veniently be removed by cutting off the arm, 
leg, or nose ; in the third, that it is certain 
that many a man would try to avoid the reputa- 
tion of being a thief by becoming a murderer. 
Until, then, the sa^angs certificate has completely 
ousted the anklet, bracelet, or necklace as a 
materialisation of the thrift instinct, v\c may 
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expect that the mutilated corpse of many a 
tender little creature will be cast on many a 
convenient but isolated dung-heap. 

One of these cases of child-murder which came 
under my observation differs materially from 
the typical offence of this kind in its spirit, and 
yet approximates to it sufficiently in detail, to 
make it a propei’ example. There w^as in a cer- 
tain remote district, w'here this crime was un- 
known, a certain young married couple. The 
husband was of good caste, but landless, and 
earned a juiserable subsistence as a labourer. 
Discontented Avith his lot, and being energetic, 
he left his home, and eventually succeeded in 
reaching Darya Bander, a large town about a 
thousand miles distant from his own district. 
There he found good work, and wrote to his girl- 
wife the most eutliusiastic accounts of his present 
abode, saying that he only needed her presence 
to make hi?n perfectly happy. The girl, who Avas 
only thirteen, was anxious to rejoin her husband, 
of Avffiom she w as A'^ery fond ; aa us alarmed at 
AA'hat might hap])cn to him in a strange city, 
where the air and AA titer and food AAcre different 
from those to ay Inch he had been accustomed; 
AA'as not altogether easy as to Iioaa' he might stand 
up against the temptations of a great and dis- 
solute city, and Avas accordingly very anxious 
herself to go to Darya Bander. Her husband 
sent her money from time to time, but not more 
than was sufficient for her sujiport and that of 
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his dependants. She had no ornaments that she 
could pledge. None of her relatives were in a 
position to help her, so the problem how she was 
to pay the cost of her passage seemed insoluble. 
This being so, she asked the daughter of a neigh- 
bour to come with her to look for crayfish. The 
young woman and tlie child Jingi accordingly 
followed the course of a mountain-stream till 
they came to a waterfall in the deep forest. 
There, while Jingi was bc'iiding over the pool 
at the foot of the fall watching the stones to see 
if there were any crabs to be seen, the giil-wife 
killed her with a stone, stripped off her orna- 
inents, buried the body, and returned to the 
village. On being questioned she iiiad(' a full 
confession, and surrendered the ornaments, the 
poor silver ornaments which the child of poor 
parents might wear, ornaments of the lvalue of 
four or five shillings, and in no way capable of 
defraying the cost of a passage even to B<nnbay, 
far less to Darya Bander. 

I have mentioned the monotony of village life 
as being one of the reasons A\hy peo])le kill 
children. It is the cause of a great deal of crime 
among races which are not marlial, and which 
therefore do not follow the lure* of the recruiting 
party. Among such races the bolder sjiirits take 
the path of the dacoit, the meaner and more 
villainous souls stain themselves Avith child-mur- 
der. I remember one story the converse of this, 
and it is perhaps w^orth recording because, just 
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as the story of Krishni, related above, has points 
of great similarity to a story told by De Quincey, 
so that has some resemblance to a particularly 
horrible story of De Maupassant’s. 

There was in a certain remote and arid tract 
a very small village. Here lived alone with her 
little nephew (Hanuman) an old lady named 
Lakshmi. Hanuman was the son of the brother 
of Lakshmi, and his parents had died within a 
few weeks of one another, leaving him an orphan 
and entirely destitute. Lakshmi was the widow 
of a rich man ; she had some small landed 
property, a small hoard of silver coin, and a 
quantity of valuable jewelry. Her house, which 
Avas small and ill-furnished, w'as on the outskirts 
of the village. When the parents of Hanuman 
died, his aunt, with the strong natural affection 
and the humanity which is generally found in 
Indians, took the orphan into her house (though 
he had no legal claims on her whatever) and 
brought him up as her son, sparing herself no toil 
in his maintenance, though her income Avas but 
small and though she AA'as advanced in age. 
When the boy Hanuman was about tAA^elve years 
of age, one morning the neighbours suaa' no signs 
of life in the house of Lakshmi. After AAaiting 
and consultation they entered the house, and 
found the old AA’oman dead Avith her head beaten 
in AA’ith a pestle. The grindstone AA'as dug up, 
and the house thoroughly ransacked. There 
were no traces of Hanuman. The matter was 
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reported to the police, and an investigation was 
started on the lines that robbers had broken 
into the house, and killed and robbed the old 
woman, and that the boy had run away in 
terror, and was either lost or dead. The investi- 
gation proved fruitless, and the police came to \ 
a standstill. Some weeks afterwards, the police 
authorities of Bombay wrote to the police of 
the district concerned, saying that they had 
discovered a little boy in a state of absolute 
destitution, and that on bcdng asked his ante- 
cedents he admitted that his name was Hanuman. 
and that he came from a certain village in a 
certain district, which was, in fact, the villagi* 
where the murder was committ(^d. The local 
police were much pleased at the information, and 
asked that Hanuman should be forwarded under 
escort to them. On his arrival he was invited 
to explain. 

He had heard, he said, that, there were in 
Bombay builriings so high that if you, standing 
at the foot, looked to th(‘ summit your head 
would be tilted at such an angle that your cap 
would fall off your head. As h(i harl never s(‘en 
a building higlnr than a mud-hut, ht*. was very 
anxious to see that great sight, and implon'd 
his aunt to allow’ him to go to Bombay in com- 
pany of some friends who had business in that 
city. She, of course, refused, and used to chaff 
him about his ambitions. When this and his 
desire became unendurable to him, he murdered 
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his aunt, and took the cash and jewels, and 
made his way to Bombay, where he was rapidly 
stripped of all he possessed and thus came into 
the hands of the police. 

It occasionally happens in India, as elsewhere, 
that a woman, now resolute to die, cannot bear 
to leave her child behind her, and kills it as a 
prehniinary to her own suicide. This is, of 
course, murder in the eyes of the law, but is in 
the eyes of a higher equity a much less serious 
offence. I remember one instance of this crime 
which was remarkable on account of the ante- 
cedent prov’ocation. The Indian is in general 
a kind and affectionate husband. That a man 
may gratify his passions, without any regard to 
his wife’s healtli or happiness, is true, and it is 
true also that even the mildest man may slay 
or mutilate an unfaitliful consort, but men are 
not to be judged by the actions of exceptional 
persons or by tlieir own actions in exceptional 
circumstances. Normally, I repeat, the Indian 
husband is a kind and affectionate husband. 
Left to himself, the Indian would no more think 
of getting drunk and beating and kicldng an 
innocent Avife, merely because she was the first 
kickable thing wliieh came handy, than he would 
think of going into a tiger’s cage and pulling the 
animal’s tail. Scenes like those whicli some of 
the streets of some of our towns used to present 
on a Saturday night would, if presented on the 
stage of an Indian theatre, be perfectly un- 
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intelligible to the audience. I have known one 
man, and one man only, who in brutality ap- 
proached European models. This was a very 
poor lime-burner, who lived in a hut out in the 
fields, near a deposit of his raw material. His 
kiln was some distance off near a source of the', 
necessary fuel. Heavy bags of raw lime had to ' 
be caiTied from the excavation to the kiln, and 
heavy bags of quick-lime from the lain to the 
store. This work is generallj'^ done by donkeys, 
but my lime-burner had no donkey. He had, 
however, a young wife who had three children, 
a baby in arms and two elder children. He 
compelled his nife to play the part of a donkey, 
canning these heavy burdens all day without 
any rest. I forget the exact amount of the work 
which she did daily, but it seemed incredible 
not only to the lay autlience, but also to the 
expert lime-bumers. The Indian wife in the 
labouring classes is a valiant and loyal worker 
with her husband, and the young woman might 
not have repined at her cruel tasks had she been 
otherwise treated fairly. But her husband was 
in the habit, if she had not workcfl to his satis- 
faction, of tying her, hand and foot, to a stake, 
and leaving her there without food or Avater to 
the inclemencies of a cold-weather night, while 
he was watching the kiln. In the meantime no 
arrangements whatsoever were made or could be 
made for the children. 

At last her patience gave way. She succeeded 
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in escaping. Accompanied by the two elder 
children and carrying the baby, she wandered 
for some time aimlessly in the fields. At last 
she came to a well built by some Mussulman 
lord of old times, and long since abandoned. 
This well had, as is usual, a flight of steps lead- 
ing down from the surface of the earth to a gallery 
or chamber running round the circumference at 
about the level of the water. She descended into 
the well with her children. She then tied her 
elder children by the hands to her waist, and 
holding the liaby tightly clasped to her, she 
said, “ Now, my darlings, the time for departure 
has come. But how can I go and leave you 
behind ? Who would look after you in a world 
of strangers V Acquit me, then, of the guilt of 
your blood.” Having said this (which is to the 
best of my belief a literal translation of her 
actual words), she threw herself into the water. 
Unfortunately the lower part of the well had 
been filled up with the detritus of centuries, and 
the water was only three feet deep. The baby 
slipped from its mother’s grasp, and could not 
be found, but perished. One of the elder children 
became exhausted with cold, hunger, and fear, 
sank down, and was drowned. The mother and 
the remaining child were rescued after remaining 
for many hours, willing but unable to die. 
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POISONS. 


Oi'K ancestorti, when nuirdcr by poison was first 
openly practisetl in England, extremely itiisliked. 
it, both as a peculiarly felonious crime and also 
as a foi’eign im])ortation. Witli the medieval 
idea that punishment was deterrent in propor- 
tic)n to its cruelty, as also feeling vaguely that 
tlie criminal who used poison is a peculiar type, 
they attached to the commission of the crime the 
penalty of boiling alive. We have learned now 
tJiat it is not the severity so much as the cer- 
tainty of the ]junishmcnt wliich is the deterrent, 
but we still feel, and I thinli. rightly, that the 
])sychology of the poisoner is ]ieeuliar to himself. 

With us in the West I think that it is ver^" 
rarely that a man is hanged for his Inst murder 
by poison. 1 omit cases like tliat of Miss Blandy, 
where the crime was indubitably committed by 
a novice, but where it was per]ietrated so openly 
that detection seemed rather courted tlian doubt- 
ful. But as a general rule it would appear that 
the reason why the poisoner is apprehended is 
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that he has poisoned so many people that he 
thinks detection is impossible, and is perfectly 
reckless. It is for this reason, I suppose, that 
in so many cases of poisoning the motive seems 
so extremely inadequate. This causes the poisonet 
to appear peculiarly callous and inhuman, and so^ 
he is, but it is not necessarily the case that the 
criminal takes to poisoning because he is natur- 
ally callous and inhuman, but the truth is rather 
that he has become so owing to a long career as 
a secret assassin. Moreover — and this is })ar- 
ticularly the case with women — the long exercise 
of the super-Iniman power of life and death is 
apt to upset the mental balance of the person 
in whom that power is vested, and as those wlio 
possess power in general lov(‘ to exercise it 
merely because it is power, and not so much 
from the prolit to be derived from its exercise, 
it is but natural that a poisoner l^ecoimis a soi’t 
of monomaniac, and shays as niucli at random 
as the thunderbolts of Jove. 

Such is tlic condition of our Western poisoners. 
In India the crime is not very common, nor do 
its practisei's approximate to the ideal type. 
In truth the Indian is not a good poisoiw. 
There are several reasons for tins. In tlie first 
place it is, owing to the social habits of tlie 
people, very difficult to get at the food of even a 
friend or relation. In the next place “ the 
subtle poisons of the East,” of which we hear 
so much in romance, do not actually exist. 



POISONS 


226 


Mineral poisons abound, but there is nothing 
particularly subtle about corrosive sublimate or 
sugar of lead. There are numerous vegetables 
and trees from which it would be perfectly easy 
for a skilled chemist to extract deadly alkaloids, 
but the criminal Indian is not a skilled chemist. 
Consequently, although with lavish kindness the 
gifts of Nature are strewn, the heathen in his 
blindness is forced to fall back on arsenic and 
powdered glass. 

The reputation of the Indian as a skilled 
poisoner seems to rest on the stories told by the 
seventeenth century travellers of the pusht or 
potion which the Moghul emperors (who were 
no more inclined than the Turk to bear a brother 
near the throne) used to administer to cadets of 
the royal house. But this potion does not seem 
to have been poison in the strict sense. It was 
simply a decoction of opium, and was admin- 
istered constantly, but not in fatal doses. The 
effect w^as merely that in the long-run the victim 
was compelled to become an opium addict, and 
sank accordingly into imbecihty — a dreadful fate, 
no doubt, and one from which a high-spirited 
young prince might take refuge with death, but 
perhaps on consideration preferable to the bow- 
struig or antimony needle. One or two of the 
Indian States are supposed to maintain heredi- 
tary poisoners among the instruments of their 
dominion, and these Lucastas are said to have 
the secret of unknown and terrible poisons ; but 

p 
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if this is the case the secret is carefully guarded, 
and not divulged to the general public, with 
which I am at present concerned. The great 
desideratum of the would-be poisoner, a poison 
which will work slowly after one administration, 
is yet to seek in India as elsewhere, and witl\ 
probably be found as science progresses not in ' 
the laboratory of the chemist, but in the test- 
tubes of the microbiologist. 

In the meanwhile the Indian poisoner is, as I 
have said, confined pretty strictly to the use of 
ground glass and of arsenic. Ground glass is 
not a poison at all, though the pubfic has a 
touching faith in the venomous properties of this 
substance and also of pow'dcred diamonds. 
Both, of course, are merely mechanical irritants, 
and would prove fatal, if at all, only after 
numerous administrations, and in consequence of 
continual laceration of the stomach and bowels. 
Ground glass has a gritty taste, and the im- 
patience of the administrator in general prevents 
him from making a good job of the grinding, 
and the victim, discovering a large fragment of 
watch glass or of an electric bulb in his pottage, 
would probably be put on inquiry long before 
sufficient damage was done to prove fatal. Ground 
glass is therefore used principally in faked poison- 
ing cases, in cases, that is, where A., wishing to 
make B. think that C. is poisoning liim, causes 
the imiocent C. unwittingly to administer to B. 
food filled with ground glass. B. is not killed. 
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and can therefore bestir himself to see that C. 
is punished, but is naturally alarmed and in- 
censed, and does therefore so bestir himself. 
This is said to be a favourite device in Indian 
Courts, where a party of intriguers is anxious 
to bring the actual occupant to the chair of 
state into bad odour with the Resident or some 
other high official. 

The Indian poisoner, therefore, is in general 
thrown back on arsenic ; for though I have known 
of cases in which a decoction of the roots of 
aconite and gloriosa superba has been applied, 
yet the administration is so difficult, and the 
effect of the drug in that form so uncertain, that 
I have never known a case in which such experi- 
ments proved fatal. Arsenic, on the other hand, 
being used largely for iimocent purposes (though 
not for weed kilhng or for the slaughter of flies) 
and being tasteless, is both easily obtainable 
and easily administered. Its symptoms are not 
easily distinguished from those of cholera or 
acute gastritis, both common diseases in India. 
With us the objection to arsenic from the point 
of view of the assassin is tha^ it is a metalhc 
poison, and is therefore not digested or eliminated 
from the system, so that the exhumation of the 
corpse of the victim after even twenty years will 
furnish ample proof of how he died. But the 
Hindus, or at any rate those Hindus most likely 
to be poisoned, burn their dead, and the poison 
is destroyed by the fire of the funeral pile, which 



228 


THE COMPANY OF CAIN 


destroys the tissues. Muhammadans bury their 
dead, but the exhumation of a Muhammadan 
corpse is so serious an offence to the religious 
sentiments of the family that it would never be 
ordered, unless the other evidence that the 
deceased had died of poison was overwhelming^ 
The crime can therefore rarely be detected unless' 
suspicion is aroused between the beginning of 
the illness and the funeral. Arsenic, like cholera, 
works very rapidly, and cremation or inhumation 
follows very rapidly after death, so there is not 
much opportunity given for the investigator. 

Crimes of poisoning may be divided into three 
divisions. In the first place, the poison is ad- 
ministered by the authoiity of a family tribunal 
to some erring member of the family or to some 
unwanted daughter. These cases can harcUy be 
called crimes of poisoning, being in timth the 
irregular exercise of the family law, and the 
adult victims are in general aware that the sub- 
stance tendered to them is lethal, and take it 
more or less willingly, preferring that way of 
dying to more brutal and scandalous methods 
of execution, such as drowning or burning. These 
are therefore not true cases of murderous poison- 
ing, the essence of A\ hich is the deception prac- 
tised on the victim. The second case is the case 
where the poison is admniistered secretly and 
against the will of the victim, no doubt ; but 
the poisoner docs not desire the death of his 
victim, but only liis insensibility, so that he may 



POISONS 


229 


more easily rob him.' Death follo'ws here, if at 
all, by accident or ine'vitable necessity rather 
than because it was intended. With these cases 
I shall deal later. The third case is the true 
case of poisoning, and occurs when one person 
desiring the death of another administers a drug 
known and intended to be lethal to such person 
secretly and against his will with the intention 
of causing his death. 

The poisoners in this latter case are almost 
invariably women, the wives of the ■victim. I 
am not here to be misunderstood. I by no means 
wish to range myself among those who depict 
the Hindu home as a torture chamber. On the 
contrary I suppose there are few positions in the 
world more enviable than that of a middle-aged 
Hindu woman of good caste, the mother of 
children, the wife of a man of suitable age. 
Even in the poorest classes, where the hardship 
is great, the women, valiant workers, are pleased 
and proud to pull the oar in the family galley. 
Indian women are necessary, not only to the 
domestic and physical comfort of their life 
partners, but also to the salvation of their souls. 
Consequently they are in general held in honour 
and esteemed. Moreover, there is very Uttle of 
that harshness and lack of sympathy w’^hich is so 
common a feature of married hfe in some coun- 
tries which consider themselves very advanced. 
But with all this there are here as elsewhere 
bad husbands, and perhaps in consequence bad 
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wives. As I have explained in a former chapter, 
there are certain reasons peculiar to India which 
do create discord between husband and w'ife in 
the first years of marriage ; and if this discord 
is allowed to grow, it may well happen that the 
position of a wife — condemned as she is by thd 
laws of Hindu society to a most close intimacy' 
with a husband w'hom she now abhors — ^is so 
irksome and her life is so wretched that she seeks 
consolation elsewhere, and determines or is in- 
cited to end a relationship wliich is now mere 
misery. Such cases are rare, but to say that 
they do occur is no libel ojv India or the Indians, 
for what singularly unvital people would that 
be w'here there was never any love un.sanetioned 
by the laws of religion and society. Unhallowed 
love has been known to grasp at the axe of 
Clytemncstra, or in these dciys of small and 
furtive passions, at the phial of Lucrezia. 

We are surprised and shocked when we hear 
of a female poisoner, because the use of poison 
seems inconsistent with what w^e have heard of 
the tenderness and benignity of w'omen. But 
poison is, where circumstances permit, always 
the w'eapon of the feeble. It does not in general 
cause effusion of blood. I’hc long-drawui suffer- 
ings of the victim stitnulatc the emotions ; it is 
therefore a very suitable weapon for women. 
As for feminine tenderness and benignity, the 
Oriental is not a great believer in the existence 
of these virtues among women. Women, he 
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says, are undoubtedly tender and kind to those 
whom they love, while they fear the beloved, 
or while the beloved is dependent on them ; but 
they are harsh and cruel to those whom they 
dislike, and indifierent also to the sufferings of 
those to whom they are indifferent. 

Among the tales that they tell is that Ah, in 
the course of his disputes with Muawiya, who 
had usurped the Khilafat, and was now reigning 
in Damascus, wrote a threatening letter to that 
prince saying : “ Surrender my heritage or I 

will bring against you an army of men more 
cruel than Avomen.” When this letter was read 
in Durbar, the Lords of the Children of Ummaya 
laughed, saying : “ This boaster is now gone 

mad, and talks folly. Who does not know that 
women are gentle and tender by disposition ? 
How much therefore is the force of his threat 
attenuated Avhen he talks of the cruelty of 
Avomen ? ” But MuaAA’iya said to them : “ Be 

not in too much haste to call the son of Abu 
Talib a madman. Bear Avith me for some days, 
and AA’^e Avill put the matter to the test.” 

The Caliph then sent to one of the frontier 
posts, and summoned to his presence Abu Salman, 
one of the leaders of his armies, and AA’hon Abu 
Salman AAms present he said : “ Abu Salman, 

you have Avell done in the wars of God, and my 
confidence is strong in you. My desire, therefore, 
is that you should become connected with this 
house (to whom God has given the kingdom) by 
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marriage. I am minded, therefore, to bestow 
on you by way of marriage one of the guarded 
treasures from behind the curtain. How say 
you ? ” Abu Salman replied : “ Hearing and 

obe5dng, O commander of the Faithful.” Then ’ 
said Muawiya : “ But there is a condition \ 

attached to this boon. It is not fitting that a ' 
lady of the House of Umayyah should find in her 
husband’s house a co-wife, for a co-Mdfc is ever 
a source of discord, and an occasion of affliction 
to her rival. Divorce, therefore, that which is 
with you and make your house vacant.” When 
Abu Salman heard this he was silent for a while, 
and then replied : “Do not ask me to do this 
thing, and indeed I am excusable in this matter. 
For she, who is now in ray house, was the wife 
of my youth, and the mother of my sons. We 
were not always rich. When we were young 
together we were very poor. In those days we 
have fasted together many a day, and watched, 
by reason of the cold, many a night. Moreover, 
it was by the labour of the loom that she sup- 
ported us when I, worthless fellow, could not get 
even the wages of a camel driver. Yet she never 
reproached me, and now when God has raised 
me to this pitch at which you see me, shall I 
be disloyal ? Shall I turn her out of iny house 
in her old age with none to cherish her. If I 
denied her her share in my prosperity, her who 
shared my poverty, should not I be as one of 
the fraudulent ? I pray that you will hold me 
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excusable in this matter.” Muawiya replied: 

“ There is no compulsion in matrimony, and it 
shall be as you will.” So saying he dismissed 
him to his garrison. 

When Abu Salman had returned to his garrison, 
the Caliph sent an old woman who was ex- 
perienced in such matters to the house of Abu 
Salman, which was in Damascus, and she was 
admitted to an interview with Um Ubayd, who 
was the wife of Abu Salman. After many wind- 
ings and twisting she came to the point, saying : 

“ Know that Yazid, the son of Muawiya, has 
heard of your beauty and wishes to marry you. 
He has dealt with your husband, begging him 
to divorce you, so that the way may be open to 
this. But your husband will not divorce j'ou. 
So now the son of Muawiya lies on a bed of sick- 
ness by reason of his consuming passion. What 
is to be done in the matter ? Have you any 
counsel ? ” Uni Ubayd answered and said : 
“ May God kill the importunate. . . Is it not 
enough for that old dotard my husband to keep 
me here alone in this house, as if I were an 
Abyssinian slave-girl ; is it not enough that he 
should leave me half-widow'ed AvhUe he is diverting 
himself in foreign lands, but he must also prevent 
me from making the most desirable of marriage.” 
(For Yazid was the son of the Caliph, and his 
heir-apparent, and the most beautiful of young 
princes, and Um Ubayd had often seen him 
through the lattice when he was returning armed 
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and victorious at the head of his knighthood.) 

“ Cause, I beg of you, the Caliph to recall my 
husband to Damascus, and when my husband is 
returned and well rested, send me, I pray, a 
httle safe poison that I may free myself from 
tliis clog and incumbrance.” When this stor^ 
was told, the whole of it, to the Lords of Damascus', 
they were astonished, and admitted that the 
rhetoric of Ali was not faulty. 

Such are the malicious stories that men tell 
in the East about women, and people nourished 
on such doctrine have httle behef in the absolute 
tenderness and benignity of women in general, 
however much they may believe that those 
qualities are found in their own women. 

Legislating, then, for women in general, the 
high-class Hindu is apt to regret tlie abolition 
of the practice of sati. If a woman, he thinks, 
knows that sht“ is expected to burn herself alive 
on the corpse of her husband, it will be to her 
interest to keep him alive. She cannot in any 
case positively profit by his death, and so A\ ill 
not be tempted to kill him. But tliis argument, 
apparently convincing, leaves out of sight some 
very important considerations. In the first place, 
sati was never obligatory, and was rather a 
matter of etiquette than anything else. In the 
second place, it was notorious, and even passed 
into a proverb, that wometi who had poisoned 
their husbands often did commit sati. People 
who are surprised at this forget how high are 
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screwed up the nerves of a woman who is poison- 
ing her husband. The preparations, the narrow 
escapes over and over again repeated, the con- 
tinual fear of detection, the long-drawn agony 
of the sickroom ! In the case of a creature of 
high nervous organisation and ill-disciphned emo- 
tions, how violent must be the detente, and how 
strong the reaction when the deed is done ! It 
is small wonder, then, that many a murderess, 
in the short interval allowed to a corpse between 
death and cremation, was swept on to the pyre 
by a violent gust of emotion. 

However this nray be, it is the case that almost 
all the cases of homicidal poisoning which come 
before; the Courts are cases of husband poisoning. 
The wife is in a strong position in this matter. 
It is nothing extraordinary, even in the w ealthiest 
houses, for the wife to cook certain dishes. The 
food is generally highly seasoned. The wife does 
not eat w'ith her husband, but after him, so she 
does not run the risk of falling into suspicion by 
refusing to partake of a certain dish. Thus the 
matter is much facilitated. Our British poisoners, 
except such of them a.s were doctors, found the 
road to their dcsh'cs niuch more arduous. 

What often leads to the discovery of the crime 
is the rashness of the murderess, who is apt to 
administer a j)reposterously large dose. This 
leads to the appearance of violent and unmis- 
takeable symptoms immediately after adminis- 
tration, and suspicion is at once aroused, the 
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doctor is called in, and the remains of the dinner 
are impounded. Moreover, in the case of death 
from a small but sufficient dose, although there 
might be suspicion, yet there could hardly be. 
full probation, especially with a sympathetic; 
tribunfil, for many Indians take a good deal of\ 
arsenic habitually, this drug being supposed to 
be a potent aphrodisiac. 

It is on this last circumstance that the defence 
(when the administration and the identity of the 
administrator is clearly proved) docs in the last 
resort rest. The defcncti is in general that : 

“ My husband became suspicious of me unjustly, 
merely because I Avas scon now and then laugh- 
ing and talking Avith a friend. He ill-treated me, 
and I became very unhappy. So 1 asked ray 
friend what I should do. He said he Avould (!on- 
Sult a Avise woman, and after some days he 
brought me a certain white poAvder tolling me 
to mix it in my husband’s food. He said that 
the love of my husband for m(‘. Avould then re- 
aAA’aken. What the poAAcler Avas 1 don’t knoAA'.” 
The friend, who is generally a young Muham- 
madan of bad character, is int<;iTogated, and 
denies the whole story. He cannot be prose- 
cuted AA'ith success, for the only evidence against 
him is that of the Avife, and that is accomplice 
eAddence. Sympathetic tribunals are very apt 
to accept the wife’s story (which, by the way, 
is identical with that told in the first case of 
poisoning with arsenic which is recorded in the 
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English reports — ^that of Miss Blandy), and either 
to acquit wholly or convict on some minor charge. 
The story, however, is wholly preposterous. 

Such acquittals or attenuations of the crime 
are, however, at least when death has not oc- 
curred, by no means unpopular with the persons 
affected. I remember one case when the husband 
and the brother-in-law were both poisoned and 
nearly died. There was not the least doubt of 
the guilt of the wife of one of the brothers, and 
she was accordingly convicted. The Crown 
pressed for a severe sentence, as the case was 
particularly atrocious. The pleader for the vic- 
tims, however, did not support this application, 
but, on the contrary, urged on the Court the 
excellence of mercy. On inquiry it appears that 
the way that the victims looked at it was this. 
They belonged to a community where there was 
an artificial scarcity of girls, and wives ■were 
therefore only to be obtained on payment of a 
heavy bridc-price to the father. The family had 
had to save for years till they could get together 
the tw^o thousand rupees necessary to obtain a 
girl. There ■was no hope that they would ever 
be able to raise such a sum again. If, then, the 
wdfe was sentenced to a long period of imprison- 
ment, the house would be condemned to per- 
petual celibacy. In the abstract it might seem 
better to have a womanless house than to eat 
every morsel with fear and tremblmg, but the 
girl was really virtuous and well-disposed. There 



238 THE COMPANY OF CAIN 

had been a temporary aberration which might 
happen to the best and wisest of us, but she was 
now cured, and a little domestic chastisement, 
if necessary, would confirm her in her repentance, 
and if any symptoms of a relapse occurred — i- 
well, they would be on their guard. There w^as,\ 
I think, much common-sense in this plea, if one' 
regards crime as a matter only between the 
criminal and the victim. This habit of regarding 
what happens in the family as a matter which 
concerns only the family, and the consequent 
practice of punishing such offences by the award 
of the domestic tribunal, is really anti-social, and 
cannot but encourage other women who are un- 
happy to cut the bonds which gall them. All 
the more creditable, therefore, is it to Indian 
society that these cases are not common. 

Homicidal poisoning associated with magic is 
not uncommon if all tales arc true, but such 
cases rarely come into Court because the victim 
or the victim’s heirs attribute the death to the 
pierced lemon, or the bundle of bones which, 
concealed on the premises, has in their opinion 
led to the wasting and death of the bewitched 
person, and do not attribute it to that which 
often accompanied the magic ritual — namely, a 
good dose of poison. They know that the Courts 
of India have little belief in magic, and that 
little or no redress eould be had against one who 
intended to kiU by magic, and therefore keep 
silent. I do not know that this attitude of the 
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penal law is very sensible in India, where the 
practice of black magic is so common, and where 
it often happens that a man who thinks himself 
bewitched will, without more ado, lie down and 
die. In our African colonies the profession of 
the art of black magic is rightly punishable for 
this very reason — ^namely, that professed sorcerers 
can kill with terror. 

Passing on now to cases of poisoning where 
the death of the victim is not in itself the thing 
desired, it is necessary to consider the case of 
the dhatura poisoners. This is a branch of 
Thuggee, and is becoming obsolete for the reasons 
which caused Thuggee to become obsolete. The 
object of the crime is to facilitate robbery, and 
it cannot well be practised on a large scale ex- 
cept when persons are in the habit of conveying 
quantities of cash or valuable merchandise by 
road for long distances. But what with the 
spread of the banking system, and what with 
the extension of raihvays, merchants do not 
nowadays travel for long distances through wild 
country with many valuables. Within tlie last 
generation, however, sporadic cases of this crime 
did occur on the great roads leading from British 
India into the dominions of the Nizam. There 
was a regular nest of criminals of this kind at a 
certain village precisely on the border line w here 
one great road ran northwards. There was an- 
other village in British territory on the western 
road, the headman of which was alleged to have 
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had over twenty murders of this kind to his 
credit. 

What happens is this. Amichand is returning 
from some distant village, the weavers of whicji 
are renowned over aU India for their skill i^ 
working in silk. Amichand has laid out hil^ 
money to good advantage, and has two cartel 
laden with the precious stuff. He is in a hurry, 
to get back to his own town because he has been 
delayed and the great fair is approaching. He 
sets off with one or two companions, and has a 
three weeks’ journey before him. The Indian 
generally travels at night, and for that, among 
other reasons, regards it as almost a religious 
duty to travel with companions. The little 
caravan, therefore, is glad when, after it has 
been on the march for two or three days, it is 
joined by a small band of fellow-travellers. 
These travellers may perhaps be themselves mer- 
chants, or high - caste soldiers returning from 
furlough, or may be holy men on visit to some 
distant and sacred shrine. In any case they 
are welcomed. They are found to be great ac- 
quisitions, always cheery, always ready to lend 
a hand when any small difficulty of travel occurs, 
able if necessary to extract from the most churlish 
headman of the most clownish village hospitality 
and assistance. They are apt to beguile the way 
with a continual flow of pleasant talk, relating 
stories of their travels, and the strange cities 
they have seen, or of battles, or tales of holy 
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men and heroes of old days. So the travellers 
proceed on their way for days and weeks. One 
by one the other members of the caravan stop 
at their destination, or turn into some side road, 
till Araichand and his new friends are travelling 
alone. Now the occasion has arisen. It is re- 
ported that the villages ahead are infected with 
plague, or are hostile or are deserted, and it is 
decided to camp by the way. A suitable spot is 
chosen, some little Avay from the road, lest some 
Government officer should impress the carts. 
It is a place below the bank of a stream, not too 
narrow a stream or one with too abrupt banks, 
for there might be a freshet ; but even at this 
time of year there is a trickle of water in the 
centre. The bank is overgrown with high trees, 
which give a i)leasant shade, but there is not 
much brusliwood, Avhich might harbour snakes 
or Avild beasts. Here the oxe.n are unyoked, 
watered, and fed, for a merciful man is merciful 
to his beasts. The travellers sjiend the day in 
rest, prayer, eating, and conversation tiU evening 
is come, and the stars begin to give the signal 
for departure. 

The evening meal is eooked. Amichand par- 
takes of it. The next thing he knows he is in 
a village fifty miles off, stark naked, hoAvling like 
a demon, AA'hile a charitable old man is attempting 
to fit a red-hot horseshoe on to his skuU. (The 
actual cautery is a sovereign remedy in all cases 
of violent mania.) His w'a5^aide friends were 

Q 
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dhatura poisoners. They have brought off their 
coup, and Amichand will never see his carts, his 
oxen, or his merchandise again. He has been 
wandering in the jungles for days, and long before 
he can appeal to the authorities the gang will be 
hundreds of miles off. In one way AmichanU 
is lucky. A hmidred years ago the leader of the 
band would have thrown a handkerchief round 
his neck, and, while another held his hands, 
would by a scientific tw'ist have dislocated the 
vertebrae — an operation perfectly easy and, I 
believe, painless, — and the corj^se would have 
been buried in a grave already prepared in that 
pleasant camping place. 

The effect of dhatura (a very common plant) 
is to cause violent madness. It is not neces- 
sarily fatal : it is in fact habitually taken by 
advanced ascetics, to whose jack'd senses ganja 
or hashish have ceased to ap])eul. It is apt to 
be fatal to children or to peopk* whose health 
is weakened, and there is, of course, always the 
danger that a man, wandering about for days in 
a state of violent delirium, may come to some 
violent end. In certain cases A\’e find ground 
glass and aconite added to the dhatura, and in 
such cases the intention to kill is manifest, but 
as a general rule it may be said of tlu! dhatura 
poisoner that he has no wish to cause death, 
but is merely indifferent whether death follows 
or not. 

The progress of mechanical civilisation has, 
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as I have said, rendered the science of the 
dhatura gangs obsolete, but this poison is still 
used fairly commonly by robbers, not operating 
in gangs on the highway, but in the solitude of 
famihar intercourse. One such case I have in 
my mind. 

There was in the ancient and lost city of Kadim 
Bunder a certain woman of the town. There is 
not in India attached to tliis profession that 
stigma which we attach to those quae questum 
corpore faciunt. TJieir status is more like that 
of their sisters of ancient -Crecce. Freed from 
the restraints of the zenana and of laborious 
occupation, they have, if they choose to avail 
themselves of their opportunities, occasion to 
become educated. Mixing with all sorts and 
conditions of men, and being desirous to please, 
they learn to converse, and to converse on those 
topics whicli most please men — that is to say, 
on those topics which interest the person to 
whom you are speakmg, that is in general his 
merits, his ambitions, and his successes. The 
necessity of their profession compels tliem to 
study at least music and dancing, and possibly 
poetry and the drama. The wiser ones, who 
know that respectable men are generally rich, 
and that respectable men do not like noise, 
debauchery, and scandal, are quiet and well- 
behaved, and keep a rigorous discipline among 
their handmaidens and satelhtes. Thus they 
are agreeable companions, and the real abomina- 
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tion of the matter is artfully concealed. More- 
over, many of them are in some sort priestesses, 
being dedicated from childhood to the God. 
The profession, therefore, having nothing in it 
degrading, the professors are not degraded, but 
are or may be valuable and reputable members of 
society. 

Such Avas Aminabai. She had been tlie valued 
friend of many ricli men for many years, and 
accumulated a large amount of jewellery, such 
being the form in which most people eonsohdate 
their savings. Age was now approaching, and it 
seen}ed to Aminabai that the time was coming 
when she must prepare for the future. Unlike 
“ the fair that was tlie armourtTS maid,” the 
Indian woman of the town does not sit in lier 
old age in rags and misery huddled over a flicker- 
ing fire of straAv, bewailing vith her sisters in 
like ease her good days and the splendours of 
youth. She makes a formal act of penitence, 
marries, and spends an honoured old age in the 
practices of piety and the bestowal of alms. 
Aminabai Avas contemplating this honourable 
retirement, but the act of contrition Avould be 
expensive, and she aams not satisfied that CA'en 
her very considerable savings Avould Ije suffi- 
cient both for this and for the suj)port of her 
old age. 

At this conjuncture there appeared in Kadim 
Bunder a certain young Muhammadan, Avho 
Avas, he said, the son of a Avcalthy landoAA ner of 



POISONS 


245 


North India. His father was now old, and wished 
him to take up the management of the estates, 
but before settling down to a dull country hfe 
the young man wished to see something of the 
world. He had visited the celebrated cities of 
tlie north, and was now on his way to Bombay 
and the south, but attracted by the fame of 
the ruins of Kadim Bunder he had come there 
for a few days cn route. It is natural that a gay 
young man with much money in a foreign city 
among strangers should seek for divei’sion, and 
tlie errors of youth are easily pardonable. 
Aminabai was still handsome, and was skilled 
in tlie arts to please, and, what is more, soon 
fell truly in love with the handsome stranger. 
He was assiduous in her service, haunting her 
house by day and by night, and lavishing on her 
presents of much value. 

But now had come the time for departure. 
The monsoon was approaching, and the neces- 
sary sea journey would be dangerous jiossibly, 
and certainly disagreeable if postponed much 
longer. Aminabai was used to partings, but 
would sorely miss licr young, generous, and 
handsome lover. Therefore she was glad to 
accede to his request that on that last night she 
should be alone in the house, and should appear 
to him in all the majesty of her jewellery. But 
the dawn was now approaching, and it was 
time for lovers to pai-t. In such circumstances 
it is requisite that after lustration the couple 
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should partake of some light refreshments, sweet- 
meats, milk, and the like, and homage was paid 
to this custom also. The young stranger (who 
was a professional criminal) had drugged the 
s^\'eetnieats with dhatura. Aminabai presently 
became insensible. Her visitor cut her throat)i 
strijiped lier of her ornaments, thrust the corj)se' 
into a closet, washed the floor, and awaited an 
opportunity to escape. 

I think, but am not t^uite sure, that this thief 
was the criminal to whom a very unfortunate 
accident [)efeJl. At that time there ran from 
Kadim Bunder to the station (some twelve miles 
off) an old Ford car rigged up so as to take eight 
passengers. This set out in the (‘veiling in time 
to catch th(‘ up-train to the north. The mur- 
derer remained concealed in the house all day, 
and sallied out hen evening came with the 
jewels v rapped up in a cloth. He got into the car 
and drov'e off. About three miles from the city 
the road passes a certain hill full of graveyards 
and the memorials of kings and saints of old 
time. The murderer lu^n; stopped th<‘ car, saying 
that he had a vow to pay at the tomb of a c(“rtain 
holy man, and ascended th(^ mouidain. It so 
happened that there was in the car a (;(*rtain 
police officer returning from leave. His trained 
eye noticed something peculiar about the strangi'r, 
and he la'camc suspicious, though of what he 
could hardly say. His suspicions were increased 
when the stranger got out of the car and made 
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for the holy hill. The hill might be holy, but 
holy or not it was full of graveyards, and was 
not a pleasant spot to spend a summer night, 
unless the visitor was particularly fond of ghouls, 
jinns, demons, and other condemned spirits. 
The more he thought over aU this during the 
remainder of the drive, the less he hked it, and 
on arriving at the station he did not board the 
train as was his intention, but decided to wait 
the night there, and if nothing further happened 
to return to Kadini Bunder in the morning and 
tallv matters over with the local police. 

The garden house Avhere the crime was com- 
mitted was isolated and secluded, and normally 
the corpse; might have remained there for some 
days without detection, but it so happened that 
some urgent message arrived at the town house 
of Aininabai, and was delivered to one of her 
handmaids. So urgent w^as the message that 
the girl decided that her mistress must be in- 
formed as soon as possible. I think the message 
referred to some legal business. When the sun 
was rising the girl went out to the garden house 
and found all quiet. She thought that her 
mistress and her companion might have gone 
out on some expedition, but felt strangely 
uneasy. She accordingly entered the house. 
The floor, in spite of hasty washing, showed 
clear signs of butchery, and the corpse, which 
had been concealed for over twenty-four hours, 
was loudly advertising its presence. The girl 



248 


THE COMPANY OF CAIN 


opened the cupboard, looked in, saw what had 
happened, and rushed ofi to inform the police. 
A constable set ofE by the morning car to the 
station to give a description to the station stafi 
of tJie Avanted man, and to ask that all susi 
picious strangers should be arrested. On his\ 
way the car was stopped at the foot of the holy ' 
hill, and a AAcll-dressed stranger got in, who 
entered freely into conversation with the police- 
man and the otlier travellers. Thus they drove 
to the station just in time to catch tlic train. 
At this moment, however, emerged tlie police 
officer who had spent the nigJit tlune, and now 
came out to inquire of the passengers in tlie car 
whether anything had happened in Kadim Bunder. 
On hearing of the murder lie exclaimed : “ Why ! 
this must be the man,” and arrested the av ell- 
dressed stranger. The AV'ell-dressed stranger Avas, 
of course, no other than tlie murderer, aa’Iio had 
spent the night on the holy hill and had there 
concealed the treasure so that nothing incriminat- 
ing should be found on him. He Avas taken back 
to Kadim Bunder, identified in spiti' of his dis- 
guise as the friend of Aminabai, his clothes Avere 
found to be blood-stained, his footprints were 
found in the house. The case Avas strong, and 
in one of those moments of despair to which 
Indian criminals are peculiarly liable, he con- 
fessed to the police, and pointed out the tomb 
in Avhich he had buried the treasure. It remains 
to be said that the Kadim Bunder police were by 
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no means pleased at the unofficial intervention 
of a policeman of another district. 

The use of poison or of narcotics to facilitate 
theft is easily intelligible, but these substances 
are also used on occasions when the motive of 
the administrator is obscure. It happens now 
and then that a strange man, generally an ascetic, 
Hindu or Muhammadan, distributes poison 
wholesale. It may be that he obtains access to 
the food prepared for some banquet, and intro- 
duces the baleful matter before it is served to 
the guests, or he may himself be a guest, and 
contaminates the food of his fellow-guests, or, 
what is perhai)s most common, he approaches 
with winning words a party of school children 
and distributes among them sweetmeat purport- 
ing to be blessed by some god. On occasions as 
many as twenty persons have been taken ill ; 
and if there have been old people or cliildren 
among them there have been many deaths. It 
is not clear what is the motive, and I have 
never succeeded in getting any reasonable account 
of the matter. Several explanations are possible. 
Many ascetics are, by reason of the austerities 
they have practised, liaU mad, and in this case 
they may have an insane desire to use a secret 
and tremendous power. Such, I apprehend, was 
the case of our Neil Cream. Or again dhatura 
is, as I have said, used by certain advanced 
ascetics as a substitute for hashish, because its 
effect also is to destroy limitations of time and 
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space. So its administration may be a sort of 
proselytising, the intention being to shake the 
smug self-satisfied citizen out of his complacency 
and his over-reliance on this transitory universe. 
That would be like the case of one of our young 
subversives who writes a brilliant and naughty'' 
book in the hope of shocking tlic Philistine. 
Or again it may be some method of ‘ passing 
on some evil ' in the way known to all students 
of sympathetic magic. Or again it may be 
merely a method of impressing the lay public 
with the power of the ascetic community. 

Such are some of the possible solutions of this 
strange problem, and I am not satisfied witli 
any one of them. Perhaps some other student 
may be more fortunate in his investigations. 
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FOR PROFIT. 

Mueder for profit is much the same in aU lands, 
and as I have no desire to enter into competition 
witli the Newgate Calendar, I shall not inflict 
on the reader a mere catalogue of horrors. I 
shall therefore in this chapter recount only a few 
cases which seem to me particularly worthy of 
record on account of some singularity in their 
attendant circumstances. I shall also exclude 
gang robberies acicompanied with murder, as 
also cases of i^oisoning, with both of which 
offences I hawci dealt fully elsewhere. 

There was onci? upon a time in a certain Dis- 
trict a very A\ ealthy and noble landholder. He 
was an eccentric man and treated his only son, 
Zulfikar Khan, very harshly and capriciously. 
One day my zamindar was riding home from the 
nearest administrfitive centre, where he had 
been busied with some law business. He had no 
escort with him, for the way was frequented, 
except for a stretch of track about a mile in 
length, which lay along the banks of a back- 
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water, and consequently passed through dense 
forest. The zamindar was belated, and arrived 
at this point after nightfall. There he was beset 
by an armed party, dragged from his horse, and 
hacked in pieces. The crime made a great 
sensation on account of the wealth and nobilitj^ 
of the victim, and strenuous efforts were made 
to discover the assassins. The niatter was not 
very difficult. There is in tliat jn'ovincc a race 
of hereditary trackers, who j)osse.ss by nature a 
most marvellous talent for recognising among a 
hundred others a footmark of man oi' beast to 
which their attention has been directed. This 
talent is, in a country wlicT'e cattle-lifting is so 
rife, not allowed to sk'ep, and it is eommon for 
a skilled tracker to follow the trail of a missing 
camel for a hundred miles, thi’ougli desert and 
forest, through towns and villages, over shifting 
sands and hard road-metal, till he runs the 
missing beast to earth in an enclosure where he 
has no right to be. It used to be the proud 
boast of these men that they Avould never give 
perjured evidence, and that they vere deaf to 
the solicitations of the ])owei‘ful, who often 
washed to allege that a stolen animal had been 
found in a place Avhere it w^as not actually found. 
Time, however, and the mdlowing effects of 
civilisation, have hert! also worked a change, 
and this ungenial obstinacy is now a thing of 
the past. Still, however, a tracker is much more 
likely to be a tnithful witness than others. 
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In the present case there was no need for 
perjury and prevarication. The trail ran hot 
and high to a place but a few miles off, namely, 
to the mansion of the deceased himself. There 
the males of adult age were paraded under the 
orders of the dead man’s son, and their foot- 
l)rints compared with the naked footmarks of 
the five men who, as the trackers declared, had 
made up the party of assassination. None 
corresponded, and the investigating officer was 
about to turn away disappointed, when it oc- 
curred to liim that Ire had not completed his 
investigation. “ Take off your shoes, my son,” 
he said to Zulfikar Khan, “ and let us see your 
prints.” j;\fter luuch demur the young man 
complied, and the trackers unanimously declared 
that his footmark was one of the five footmarks 
left by the murderers. The young man was 
questioned and interrogated, and made a full 
confession, stipulating only that he should be 
admitted to turn Crown evidence. It then ap- 
peared that he, having been kept short of money 
by his eccentric father, had become mixed up 
with a gang of bad characters, and had in their 
company committctl petty depredations. Finally 
he had accompanied them, as they said, to way- 
lay a rich merchant, and had found, to his 
liorror, that the intended victim "was his father. 
He had not dared to interfere, and had remained 
a passive spectator. This story w'as improbable, 
as it would not be to the interest of a gang of 
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robbers to attack a landholder, who Avas not 
Mkely to have much money on his person, and 
whose death was certain to cause a hot pursuit. 
The old question “ Whom does it profit ? ” 
might here have well been asked ; and the truth 
was most probable that he had arranged witii 
his dissolute friends that they should murder 
his father for a reward, and tJiat they had in- 
sisted on his presence at the time of tlie killing, 
so that they might be the better able to insist 
on payment Avhen he had gathered in his in- 
heritance. However, his story passed muster, 
and he was admitted to turn approver. On his 
evidence his four accomplices were arrested, 
tried, and scntenc-ed — two to deatli, and two to 
penal servitude for life. 

The rest of this story is curious, and is an 
example of the good fortune which under our 
legal system befalls tli(‘ criminal wlio can pay 
for good legal advic(‘. The IMuhainmadan law 
forbids one who has slain another to inherit his 
victim’s wealth. Zulfikar Khan tl)en, as soon 
as the criminal trial was oaci’, was confronted 
by a suit, brought by his cousin and next heir, 
to recover from him possessioji of the whole 
estate of his father, worth several thousands of 
pounds. If the cousin could pj‘ov(; that Zulfikar 
had killed the father, then there was no doubt 
that Zulfikar was barred, and tin; cousin was 
entitled to succeed. But Avhat was the evidence 
that Zulfikar had killed his father V Merely 
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his own deposition in the Criminal Court, on 
which, as I have said, two men were hanged, 
and two transported. But this deposition, being 
made in an action between our Sovereign Lord 
the King and the prisoner at the bar, could not 
be used as evidence of any fact at issue between 
Zulfikar Khan, defendant, and his cousin, the 
plaintiff, in a civil action. There was thus no 
positive evidence that Zulfikar had in fact 
murdered the old man, and Zulfikar himself, 
standing in the witness box, asseverated his 
innocence before God and Man, asking most 
piteously whether it was not enough that he 
should be robbed of a kind and indulgent father 
wlioni he would have ransomed with the last 
drop of his own blood, and for whose death he 
was no more responsible than he was for the 
death of Aurangzeb, but ho must also be harassed 
and branded by the infamous accusations of his 
cousin ? The Court had no option but to dis- 
miss the suit, and to confirm Zulfikar in the 
lands of his father. Zulfikar was highly delighted 
at this decree, and returned to his capital man- 
sion ; and having arranged such of his tenants 
as he could catch in two rows, and having 
stripped them of their clothing, gave them by 
way of impressing on them his power and 
dominion each one or two blows on the head 
with a club, and one or two handfuls of rupees. 

His troubles were not yet, however, altogether 
over. The difficulties arising from his late 
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exuberance were soon surmounted, but there 
was still lying in wait for him a prosecution for 
perjury. He had sworn in the Criminal Court 
that he had murdered his father, and he had 
sworn in the Civil Court that he had not murdered 
his father. One of these statements must lie 
false, and both were made on oath, therefore, 
morally speaking, he had certainly committed 
perjury. The legal advisers of the Crown had 
two options. They might select either of the 
statements, and prove affirmatively that Zulfikar, 
having murdered his father, liad sworn that he 
had not done so, or that, not having done so, 
he had sworn that he had. But it would be 
very difficult for the prosecution to prove either 
of these assertions affirmatively, and the diffi- 
culty was not lessened by the fact that botJi 
statements had been accepterl as true by the 
liighest tribunals of the province, a fact which 
could not but much hamper any inferior tribunal 
on which was laid the burden of decision as to 
the truth of the matter. The Crown lawycTs, 
therefore, fell back on their second line of 
attack. 

There is in India a provision of the law of 
procedure which empowers a Court, when a man 
has sworn to two mutually irreconcilable state- 
ments, to charge him in the alternative, and 
if it appears that the statements are really 
irreconcilable, and that he swore to them know- 
ingly, to convict him of perjury, without de- 
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ciding which of the two statements is false. 
The effect is much as if there were created by 
statute a substantive criminal offence of ‘ ter- 
giversation.’ The Courts, however, do in general 
look with much disfavour on this procedure. 
In the first place, this form of prosecution is not 
m accordance with the best Enghsh precedents. 
In the next place, lawyers, as a general rule, 
dislike short-cuts of that kind, both as being 
unsporting, and not allowing a criminal a fair 
run for his money, as also as tending to shorten 
and simplify criminal proceeflings. In the next 
place, the form of prosecution may very well 
increase the crime of perjury, because if the 
form was used to its fullest extent, it is clear 
that no person who had advisedly sworn to two 
irreconcilable stories could possibly escape con- 
viction. But how about the man who, having 
sworn falsely before the magistrate during com- 
mittal proceedings, afterwards repents and swears 
trul3" before the Judge of Assize ? He is rather 
a meritorious person, though his merits have 
come late into flower. Ought he to be punished 
just as severely as the criminal who, having 
told a true story before the magistrate, wickedly 
and feloniously swears to a false story against 
the life of the prisoner at the bar of the trial 
Court V Frequent convictions, therefore, under 
this device would shock public opinion, and 
make the man who had once committed perjury 
stick to his story through thick and thin. In 

B 
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fact, the accused person tried under this charge 
is tried not for perjury but for incoherency. 

The Crown was, however, desirous of making 
an example and proceeded with the prosecution. 
The accused was convicted in the Court of First 
Instance, and received a smart sentence. I^s 
conviction was upheld in the Court of First 
Appeal, but his sentence was commuted to one 
of fine only. In the Supreme Court, however, 
the case was argued with a great array of legal 
talent for many hours, and it was tlicre decided 
that, under the words of the law, the accused 
was not guilty, inasmuch as the two contra- 
dictory statements were not made “in tlie course 
of the same transaction.” Tlius Zulfikar re- 
turned free and sackless to liis paternal hojne, 
loudly extoUing the extraordinary justice of the 
Sirkar. 

Patricide is not a very common crime in India. 
Parents are generally indulgent, and among the 
richest classes tlio son, when bom, has a share 
in his father’s estate, which cannot be increased 
or diminished by any act of the son. In addition 
to the natural humanity of the Indian, tJiere is 
the fact that the religion of the masses gives 
the son a good deal of control over the father, 
for it is impos.siblc to play the stem parent A\ hen 
your son can, after your death, consign you to 
a long period of hell by neglecting the ceremonies 
and oblations incumbent on the heirs of the 
deceased. Of a Ctase of matricide I have never 
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heard, though I have heard of cases where, had 
the crime been committed, the tribunal would 
have been inclined to consider that the circum- 
stances were extenuating. 

Another rare crime is the killing of a person 
in order to collect his insurance. Fire insurance 
frauds are very common indeed, and I believe 
the general idea is that there is no moral turpi- 
tude attached to the fact of burning your own 
property in order to defraud a company. But life 
insurance frauds are rare. This is probably 
due to the fact that the practice of life insurance 
is not yet ^vell known, or used, except by a few 
very respectable classes. Nevertheless there was 
one case where a knot of very respectable people 
were accused of a daring and atrocious crime of 
this nature. The accused persons were tried 
for the fraud only, and even on that accusation 
were ultimately acquitted, so it must be held 
tliat no such crime was actually committed. 
Nevertheless the story as appearing in the police 
papers, and in the rumour of the bazaar, may 
be set down for purposes of comparison with 
certain well-known cases recorded in our annals. 

The conspirators were poor young men of the 
hterate caste. They were well acc|uainted with 
the system of life insurance, and had had some 
luck in the matter, relatives whose lives had been 
insured for small sums having died unexpectedly, 
after very few premia had been paid. None of 
the conspirators had benefited very much by 
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these windfalls, for the sums received were but 
small, and were divisible by law among many 
sharers in the family property. StiU, they could 
easily see that there was in tlic insurance system 
a perfect gold mine, if it was only properly worked. 
They determined to work it properly. Presently 
one Hanumantrao, a wealthy landowner of the 
neighbourhood, made an application through 
the local agent to a powerful and wealthy in- 
surance company for a policy of twenty-five 
thousand rupees. Tliis ap])lic:ation was sup- 
ported by the rejiresentations of a local wealthy 
money-lender, and it was cxi)laincd that Hanu- 
mantrao needed a large sum of money for the 
dowry of a daughter, and did not wish to pledge 
his estates. The money-lender was willing to 
advance him the sum he wanted on his note of 
hand, but required that a life insurance policy 
should be taken and assigned to him as collateral 
security. Reference was made to two jicrsons 
of position and wealth well acquainted with the 
proposer and the money-lender. All these four 
persons were members of thc^ conspiracy. There 
was no such person as Hanumantrao, and the 
‘ money-lender ’ was a little Rhoj)ke(,‘per whose 
income was about sixty pounds a year. The 
“ friends of wealth and position ” were small 
clerks. 

The company sent down the proposals to their 
provincial and local agents, who for some reason 
or other reported favourably on the matter. 
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The fictitious Hanumantrao was medically ex- 
amined, and reported to be a first-class life. 
The policy was to run for five years only, and the 
proposer was a young and healthy man, con- 
sequently the first annual premium was not 
heavy. Light as it was it exhausted the re- 
sources of the conspirators, and it was necessary 
that a claim should be made before the next 
premium became due. It was foreseen there 
w’ould be a difficulty, because the burning-ground 
lay outside the city, and the names of dead men 
conveyed from the city to the burning-ground 
were registered twice — once at the gates of the 
city and once at the entrance to the place of 
cremation. It was necessary that the fictitious 
Hanumantrao should be burned, or at any rate 
be registered as being burned ; for though the 
guardians both of city and burial gromid were 
careless, and often did not register cremations, 
yet the insurance company would not be con- 
tented with a mere statement that there had 
been neglect, it would require that all formalities 
sliould be fulfilled. Similarly, though in India 
a certificate of a medical man is not necessary 
in case of deatli, yet it was clearly a case where a 
certificate would be most useful. The original 
intention of the conspirators was to obtain the 
necessary registration and certificates by bribery 
or fraud, but on more mature reflection it oc- 
curred to four of them that this was somewhat 
risky. In fraud it is in general desirable to have 
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as few accomplices as possible, as the web of 
deceit is very fragile, and may be tom by a 
breath of suspicion. It w'as therefore considered 
desirable that there should be a real corpse, and 
true registration, and a medical certificate as 
convincing as possible. The conspirators looked 
round them for some time seeking for some 
person suitable to play the princi})al role in tliis 
tragic farce, but all the unwitting candidates 
were rejected on one ground or another. WJiat 
was required was a young man of good caste 
who could successfully ])lay the ]>art of a wealthy 
Hindu landowner, and then would allow himself 
to be murdered without reward or scandal, and 
who, moreover, had no close rt;Iatives who might 
cause trouble afterwards. At last a brilliant 
idea occurred to the leader of the gang. Why 
not kill their own friend, the young man who had 
already acted tlie ])art of the tictitious Hanu- 
mantrao V The more the others relleeted over 
the idea the bcttcT it seemed. At any rate the 
person dying and the jx'rson already seen })y the 
doctor and tlie insurance authorities A\'ould be 
identical, thus removing a great difficulty, and 
enabling the evidence in support of the claim 
to be greatly strengthened. Moreover, th<f sum 
to be obtained would, in the ease sup])osed, be 
divisible by four and not by five, and it docs 
not need an Archimedes to j^erceivc that six 
thousand is better than five, iiic master of the 
conspiracy therefore convened a final meeting, 
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where the fictitious Hanumant appeared. A long 
and inconclusive debate as to ways and means, 
and how certain min or difficulties were to be met, 
followed. It was now evening, and the situation 
of the house was lonely. His four friends now 
strangled Hanumant. A doctor was induced to 
give a certificate that the deceased had died of 
apoplexy. The corpse w'as as soon as possible 
taken to the burning - ground, and registered 
under its fictitious names at both controls. It 
was tlien burned, and the mourners returned to 
claim and collect the insurance money, the 
widow of the deceased being quietened with the 
odd thousand. The action of these conspirators 
may be called an excellent example of Machia- 
vellianism, which is in effect the application of 
the intelligence to solve a problem after ex- 
cluding any moral or sentimental factor. In this 
case, though the conspirators got the money, 
and were acquitted in the criminal proceedings 
in respect of tlie conspiracy, and were also 
successful in the civil proceedings arising from 
the transaction, yet I believe they profited very 
little owing to the heavy expenses. 

The niceties of our law^ ilo not alw'ays assist 
the heinous criminal to escape from due retribu- 
tion, as the following example may show. A 
certain doctor had been employed for many 
years in one of the wild countries coterminous 
with India. He had had good pay and allow^- 
ances, few expenses, and a fair private practice. 
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being both skilled and honest. He had made 
what seemed to him to be an adequate fortune, 
and decided to return with his young wife and 
child daughter to his native land to prepare for 
old 
not 

fortune into Government securities. Commercial 
debentures were open to the sartie objection, 
and he Imew nothing about shares. He there- 
fore had the bulk of his savings in cash, notes, 
and jew'elry, and loading these in two large trunks 
on to his camel, he set out on his jomney across 
the desert, and arriv'ed safely at the railhead. He 
had before him a long and tedious journey, and 
having with him his wife and daughter, he 
succeeded in arranging that a whole second- 
class compartment should be put at his disposal. 

The professional train-robbers of India are a 
subsection of a certain criminal tribe called Hits 
Uchhhas, who have their headquarters in a 
district not far from Poona, and who worshiji the 
instruments of their art. This caste is so highly 
specialised by education and heredity for tlieir 
business that their feats are almost incredible. 
Their silence will not arouse the most vigilant of 
human or animal guardians, and their dexterity 
will remove the spoil from the most inaccessible 
of hiding-places. Thus they have no need to 
kill, and consider the use of force a sad derogation 
from the canons of Uchhlia honour. It was 
unfortunate for my doctor that it was not one 


age. Being a pious Muhammadan he could 
take interest, and had not therefore put his 
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of these that, lounging about a railhead, had 
marked the laden trunks. 

A criminal of a very different type had long 
marked the doctor for his destined prey. He 
had made a careful study of the railway line and 
the surroundings of vital spots, and had arranged 
for accomplices and transport. As soon, then, 
as he heard that the doctor was on the march he 
prepared all things. He joined the train shortly 
before nightfall, and took his seat in the lavatory 
of tlie compartment next to that occupied by 
the doctor. When the train had proceeded 
about twenty miles, and night had now fully 
come and they were nearing the place selected 
for the third part of the performance, he got 
out of the window of his lurking-place, and, 
crawhng on his hands and knees along the foot- 
board, approached the door of the doctor’s com- 
partment. Ho found it locked. He had there- 
fore to retrace his path, regain his own com- 
partment, and again crawl along the footboard 
(on this occasion on the other side of the train) 
till he reached his objective. This time he found 
the door shut, but not locked. The train was 
now approaching a tunnel. He tore open the 
door and jumped into the compartment, where 
the doctor and his family were composing them- 
selves for sleep. The doctor had been particu- 
larly happy that day, as he saw the well-known 
landmarks one by one appearing as he neared 
his home Districts, and had been discussing with 
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his wife the plan of the house he intended to 
build and the fields he was going to buy. Seeing 
the intruder the doctor leaped up, intending to 
pull the communication cord, but the robber 
feUed him with a blow from a short stout 
truncheon, and then cut his throat with a knife\ 
The woman and cliild remained paralysed with 
horror through this and the ensuing scenes. 
Having now reached the spot where his accom- 
plices w'cre gathered, he lifted up the two trunks 
and threw them out of the window. The track 
here passed over a slight embankment at the 
foot of wliioli was dense cultivation. Having 
successsfully accomplislied his task so far, the 
robber assumed a eomfort-ahlc position on the 
seat facing the two a\ omen, and begun to smoke. 
The murdered man, his family, and the assassin 
remained thus in statu guo for tive-and-twenty 
minutes till th(> train Reached the next station, 
which was a large and important junction. As 
the train slowed up the murderer dropped from 
the moving carriage, and was immediately lost 
to view among the trucks and impedimenta of 
a large goods station. Even then the wudow and 
daughter were so Y^ctrified wdth horror that they 
were unable to give the alarm, and it w^as a 
ticket-collector who, entering the carriage in the 
course of his duties, saw- the tjagic group, first 
informed the authorities. 

In the meantime the accomjiliees gathered at 
the spot where the trunks had been thrown out. 
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had opened and plundered them, and had dis- 
persed. In this case the track of the thieves 
could not be followed by the most skilful trackers, 
and all signs of them had vanished. The woman 
was unable to give more than a general de- 
scription of the nocturnal visitor, for the lamp 
in the carriage had been obscured for the night, 
and fear had made that which was already dark 
darker than ever. It seemed, therefore, that 
there was no c;hancc of an}? discovery of the 
criminal as the result of an investigation on 
ortliodox lines. 

Tlie police, however, did not despair. The 
eritiie was obviously one committed by a darmg 
and expert professional criminal ; and though 
daring and expert criminals abounded in that 
neighljouiiiood, they were not innumerable. The 
police began to reckon tliem up, and soon came 
on the name of a certain Piru, who w'as an offender 
w^anted on various charges, and actually pro- 
claimed an outlaw. He had absconded and had 
never been under any sort of arrest. One by one 
the other notorious criminals were gathered in, 
and all satisfactorily accounted for their move- 
ments. The arrest of Piru was more difficult, 
but he W'as at last found owmg to the denunci- 
ation of a woman of whom ho had become tired. 
A large party of police surrounded the forest- 
hut w here he w^as sleeping, and closed in on him 
silently and cautiously. He aw'oke, but awoke 
too late, and, seeing the odds against him, sur- 
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rendered without resistance. He was at the 
moment of arrest charged with one of his old 
offences — ^namely, the steahng of a camel, and 
the night being late, was sent for custody to a 
lock-up till the morning. Such temporary lock- 
ups are generally in charge of the police of the 
district, and there is in India a law which forbids 
the adduction as evidence against an accused 
person any statement which he may have made 
to the police while under arrest. There is, how- 
ever, no provision of the law wliicsh requires any 
officer to inform a ])risoner tliat anytliing A\hich 
he says may be given in evidence against him at 
the trial. 

Piru had, as I have sai(i, never been under 
arrest before, but he was well aware of the pro- 
visions of tlie law as to statements made to the 
pohee. He found himself in a v('ry comfortable 
lock-up, and Avas presently visited by an official 
in uniform wliorn he took to b(‘ an Inspector of 
Police. To him he opened his heart. Was it 
not intolerable, he said, that he should be arrested 
for a petty case of camel-stealing as if lie Avas a 
wretched peasant or huntsman, AA'hen the police 
knew perfectly well that he had committed many 
a crime worthy of a hero ? Who, he said, among 
the famous robbers of old time had done what 
he had done ? He then described six murders in 
which he had taken part as principal or accessory, 
ending up with a full description of how he had 
robbed and murdered the doctor. He took much 
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credit to himself that he had not availed himself 
of his opportunity to molest the widow, and 
rather blamed himself for his lack of enterprise 
in not searching her at least for concealed pro- 
perty. A more complete and damning confession 
has rarely been made ; but had the circumstances 
under which it was made been such as Piru 
imagined, not a word could have been given in 
evidence against him, and he was careful to give 
no information as to his accomplices or as to the 
present hiding-place of the property, which might 
have furnished an investigating officer with 
valuable clues. 

Unfortunately for Piru the real lock-up was 
out of repair, and he was much too important 
and dangerous a criminal to be trusted in unsafe 
custody. He had been sent therefore not to the 
lock-up and the custody of the poUce, but to the 
local jail, and the officer who had interviewed 
him was not a pohee officer at all, but the chief 
jailor. A jailor is not a police officer, and state- 
ments made to him are perfectly admissible in 
evidence. All the story, then, which Piru had 
poured out in his innocent exultation to Avhat 
he supposed were safe ears, was immediately 
reduced to writing by an educated and trained 
officer, on whose good faith no possible suspicion 
could be thrown. This statement was produced 
against Piru on his trial, and chiefly on that 
statement he was convicted with the only possible 
result. The property was, however, never re- 
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covered. I must confess I felt rather sorry for 
Piru, who gave a sad example of the old saying that 
a little knowledge of law is a dangerous thing. 

The outlaw’s psychology is worthy of more 
study than it has received. Piru the outlaV, 
whose sad history I have just related, appears 
to have been a hardened and bloody criminal, 
yet even he had his ruhicons. Others are by no 
means lost to all sense of right and wrong. I 
remember hearing of a case in which two young 
men were sentenced to death for a flagitious 
murder. As the law then stood the sentence 
ran that they should be executed on the site of 
their crime, that is, as it happened in this case, 
in a very outlying village, many days’ march 
from the nearest lock-up. They set out, there- 
fore, with an armed escort of police, and marched 
day after day towards the place of doom, slcej)- 
ing night after niglit in little wayside caravan- 
serais and temples. When they were two or 
three stages from the assigned village, and had 
lain down to rest, they succeeded in freeing 
themselves from their chains, overpowered and 
bound the guard, and, taking with them the 
rifles and ammunition, made good their escape 
into the hilly and broken country which lay 
closely adjacent. There they became formal 
outlaws. Now these men were men of a low 
caste. Having therefore a vesry nebulous idea 
of a hereafter and little belief in any system of 
si^iritual rewards and punishments, they were 
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of course freed from the restraints of caste and 
of public opinion ; finally, they had, if they so 
wished, as far as human justice was concerned, 
a blank cheque. As soon as they were caught 
they would be hanged without more ado on their 
old sentence, and as no one can be hanged twice, 
they were certain of immunity in respect of any 
offences they jniglit now commit, I will own 
that they were perfectly ruthless as regards pro- 
tecting themselves from the attacks of the armed 
forces of authority, as also in revenging them- 
selves on spies and informers, but in other re- 
spects they were not particularly criminal. They 
respected temples and holy men, and particu- 
larly women. I have heard of one of them that, 
in a hostile cormtry, he took much pains and 
ran much risk to restore to his village a boy 
who had lost his way in that wild country, and 
had accidentally happened on one of the lurking- 
places of the gang. Is not this an indication 
that there is in man, or at any rate some men, a 
sense of right and wrong, which is instinctive 
and independent of any fear of the consequences, 
temporal or spiritual, which befall the wrong- 
doer ? These two outlaws, it may be noted, 
died ultimately not on the gallows, but fighting 
manfully hand to hand against an overwhelming 
force of police. 

Continuing the series of murders committed 
for profit, it may be observed that in some areas 
the hack-driver is apt to add to his scanty earn- 
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ings by robbery with violence, which on occasion 
develops into murder. These hack-drivers are, 
I suppose, corrupted by the company they keep, 
for it is one of the great diversions of debauched 
young men to drive about in hired carriages. 
Considering the nature of the vehicles, it woi^d 
hardly seem, a priori, probable that this forfu 
of amusement would appeal to the delicately 
nurtured, but so it is. I suppose the rapid move- 
ment through the air, and the feeling of superi- 
ority to the multitude of pedestrians, com- 
pensate for the joltings, the jarrings, and the 
abrasions. There have been many cases where a 
debauched young man, having spent Ms evening 
in some low haunt, has come out into the open air 
and felt at once that he had drunk a good deal 
more than was good for him. He calls for a hack- 
carriage and is driven off, but not to his home. 
He is found speechless or dead some miles from 
the city, generally stark naked and invariably 
denuded of his valuables. It does not seem a 
pa5dng game for the thief or murderer, as all 
hackney carriages are numbered, and there is 
not a great number of them, so detection is 
almost certain. The hackney-driver is, however, 
sometimes not only a murderer but an accom- 
plice of murderers. 

There was once in the great city of Darya 
Bander a certain wealthy merchant. He had 
a good deal of cash in his shop, and also niany 
gold ornaments belonging to others which were 
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pawned with him. These valuables were all 
looked up in two strong safes, the keys of which 
never left his person. He was getting on in years, 
but was nevertheless a man of vicious habits, 
incUned to a love which is barred by the civil 
and religious laws of all countries. His inter- 
mitter in such affairs was a certain elegant 
Kashmiri Brahmin. The merchant had for long 
sought the favours of a certain slender wand of 
beauty, and had sent the Kashmiri on many 
errands of love, promising large gifts for a meet- 
ing, but had always received the reply that this 
merchandise was not for sale. Inflamed by 
passion he renewed his solicitations and in- 
creased his promises. One day the Kashmiri 
reported that his diplomacy and the generosity 
of the merchant liad won the day, and that the 
beloved \^ould no longer prove inliuman. As, 
however, that idol was of a respectable familj^ 
and was still in the tender years when ingenuous- 
ness and coyness and modesty are appropriate, 
the place of meeting was to be some way out 
of the city by night, among certain sandhills 
bounded on one side by marshes. The merchant 
was so blinded by passion that he did not con- 
sider the inconveniences so patent to the un- 
biassed beholder, accepted the conditions, and 
etsked the Kashmiri to provide him with trans- 
port, not thinking it proper to take his own 
carriage on such an errand. The Kashmiri 
chartered a carriage the driver of whom was in 

s 
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his confidence, and at about ten o’clock in the 
evening, it being a fine cold starry night, set out 
with his friend to the assigned spot. When the 
carriage reached the place indicated it stopped, 
and there came out of the sandhills, not Ahe 
beloved, but two professional murderers. See^g 
what had come on him the merchant, who had 
not dismounted from the carriage, shouted to 
the cab-driver to drive home at once. The cab- 
driver laughed, and, descending from the box, 
dragged out the shrieking victim. There was the 
merchant slain by the two murderers and the 
cab-driver under the inspection of the Kashmiri. 
The Kashmiri directed them to leave the body 
intact, taking himself only the keys of the safes ; 
but the driver secretly and unobserved took a 
valuable ring from the hand of the dead man. 
It was now late at night, and the Kashmiri, 
driving rapidly back into the city, opened the 
door of the merchant’s shop and unlocked the 
safes, which he plundered of their contents. The 
stolen property he removed to a secure place, 
and locked the doors of the safes and of the shop. 
He thought that the body A\'ould not be dis- 
covered for some days, and that wdien it was, it 
would be supposed that the merchant had been 
killed by some jealous rival, some indignant 
husband, or some outraged father, and that the 
theft of the jewels, of which no list now existed 
and which could not be recognised by the family 
of the deceased, would not be detected. The 
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body was, however, discovered early the same 
morning by a strange chance. The shop was 
immediately examined by the brother of the 
dead man, and traces were found of footsteps 
and of lights. Next day the cab-driver attempted 
to pawn the ring which he had stolen from the 
corpse. The person to whom he offered it was 
the very jeweller who had made it, and knew 
perfectly well to whom it belonged. The cab- 
driver was at once arrested, and pleaded as an 
alibi that he had been on the night in question 
driving the Kashmiri. The Kashmiri was inter- 
rogated and his premises searched, and the bulk 
of the property was discovered. Thereafter 
the matter followed its usual course. 
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XIII. 

CHATURBHUJ. 

It is not possible strictly to divide crime into 
crimes of particular classes. There is always 
the chance that the motive of the murder may 
be mixed. Thus one might call the assassina- 
tion of the Prince of Orange a murder from 
conviction, for the murderer was convinced that 
William was the enemy of his God and his King. 
On the other hand, there was a large reward 
ofEered to whosoever should execute the sentence 
passed by loyalty and orthodoxy on a rebel and 
traitor. So the desire for acquisition was not 
absent. Similarly in the case of the Cenci family. 
Thus in the case of the prophylactic or vindictive 
murder, it sometimes happens that the assassin 
is able to combine business with pleasure, ridding 
himself of an enemy who has wronged him or 
who might become dangerous, and at the same 
time acquiring part of that enemy’s property. 
The matter is complicated by the fact that if 
you were considering the murder of a man for 
his money, you would, cceteris paribus, select as 
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a victim a person whom you disliked rather than 
a friend or even an indifferent person. The 
most common case of this kind which occurs in 
India is the murder of a money-lender by oi; on 
behalf of his debtors. The case which I 'am 

I 

about to relate is an ideal case, a genuine murder 
story being selected, and details added to it 
from other genuine sources. 

Chaturbhuj was a Marwadi. He appeared at 
the beginning of the cold weather as a young 
man with a bundle of blankets, and peddled 
these round th(“ remote villages of the backward 
district of D. He thus acquired some knowledge 
of the ways and customs of the villagers, picked 
up a little of the dialect, and in fact familiarised 
himself with thc^ terrain on which the campaign 
was to be fougJit. 

When the hot weather and the rains were 
approaching and the time of harvest and the 
moving of the crops, lie entered the servdee of 
one of his castemen who was already established 
in a big Avay of business. He received no pay, 
but was allowed to sleep in a comer of the 
verandah, and fed meagrely with the family. 
In return he acted as ledger and despatching 
clerk, and got to know a good deal about the 
grain trade, which is rather a high mystery com- 
municated to few. The grain has to be pain- 
fully collected from hundreds of little silos, 
conveyefl for many mil(‘S in very primitive 
vehicles to remote railway stations, and thence 
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despatched by train to the great marts, none of 
these operations being possible without the use 
of great tact and diplomacy. This would be the 
part of the clerk. The higher matters of the 
trade, the rigging of the market, the cornering, 
the gambling and so forth would, of course, 
remain in the hands of the principal, but a 
shrewd employee living in the house might pick 
up much useful information. 

Pleased with his industry and capacity, the 
head of the firm took on Chaturbhuj as a per- 
manent hand. It was now his business to travel 
about the district of B. wherever his master 
had interests. It was his duty to collect debts, 
to report on the solvency of chents or would-be 
clients, to compel the fulfilment of contracts, 
to negotiate with headmen of villages, cart 
contractors, stationmasters, underlings of the 
Executive and Judicial Departments — ^none of 
them very agreeable jobs, and all calling for a 
certain ruthlessness and unscrupulousness as well 
as considerable force of character and executive 
ability. He j)erformed his duties admirably, 
and after some years his master offered him a 
small agent-partnership. This did not seem 
attractive to Chaturbhuj, for in these partnerships 
between employees and principals the capitalist 
partner is apt to get the share of two lions while 
the business prospers, and to shuffle off all 
liabilities, as far as possible, on to the employee 
partner when tlfings go wrong. Moreover, Cha- 
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turbhuj was now a warm man. His duty to his 
employer did not prevent him from doing a 
little business of his own, and his peddling 
industry had been successful, and he had also 
brought off some small financial deals and peitty 
but happy speculations. Moreover, it was hari^ly 
to be expected that no commissions woi^d 
accrue to the servant of a powerful and wealtl^y 
firm. Debtors might be expected to pay some 
small sums for a slight postponement of the 
day of reckoning. Expectant debtors could not 
expect that the reports as to their solvency 
would be wholly satisfactory if the servant 
whose duty it was to report was not satisfied : 
it would be a very stingy fellow who, having 
received a bribe, would refuse a small commis- 
sion to the distributor of largesse. In one way 
or another Chaturbhuj had accumulated over a 
thousand rupees, and determined to set up for 
himself. His master, who was on the whole an 
honourable and reasonable man, who drew most 
of his profits from honest trade, warned Cha- 
turbhuj, saying that he had not enough capital 
to start in the grain business, and that usury 
was dangerous, for the people of this district 
were not like the people in some other parts of 
India, but a sullen and vindictive race. Cha- 
turbhuj, however, who had marked the richness 
of the land and the stupidity of tlu? inhabitants, 
and who was genuinely shocked at the absence 
of credit facilities, was resolved to try his luck. 
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and extracted from his late master a promise to 
finance him to the extent of five thousand rupees 
on reasonable terms. 

The place selected by Chaturbhuj for his head- 
quarters was the thriving httle market town of 
Adilpur. There was neither Court, nor pohce 
station, nor railway there, but these faciUties 
were to be found in the local headquarters a 
few miles off. The town itself had at one time 
been the capital of some petty principality, and 
there were still surviving from the days of its 
past splendour some colonies of handicraftmen, 
principally weavers and workers in copper. The 
country round was fertile and well watered. 
Not remote was a range of hills, which in the 
rains afforded excellent pasturage for sheep. 
There were few money-lenders, and these were 
pretty easy-going local men, who would never 
make much more than a Uving. Moreover, 
Chaturbhuj ’s master let him have on nominal 
terms the use of a large old rambling mansion, 
once the abode of a now extinct family of land- 
owners, which had come into his hands as part 
settlement of a hopeless debt. 

Riding through the lands of Adilpur, or rather 
through the lands of many hundreds of Adilpur, 
I have learned to smile and to sigh at the fallacies 
of certain doctrinaire Socialists, who, mistaking 
the meaning of their Master’s teaching, brand all 
capitalists as useless parasites. 

Into the production of wealth there enter five 
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ingredients — ^raw materials, demand, labour, and 
capital being the element, and directional ability, 
applied to the discovery of the raw materials, 
the creation of demand, the direction of labour, 
and the application of capital (being the fifih 
ingredient) is the creative spirit. I do not say 
that it is possible that these elements and thife 
creative spirit might not be derived from sources 
other than private enterprise, but I do say that 
imtil those sources are tapped, without ability 
and without capital, the vorker, even if jjro- 
vided with raw materials in plenty, with a demand 
at his doors, loses much of his wealth -creating 
possibilities. 

The lands of Addpur were excellent, and could 
have produced great crops of sugar and cotton. 
But to render them fit for this cailtivation they 
must be irrigated, dams must be built, canals 
made or wells dug. The peasant must lay out 
great sums for cattle, seed or cuttings, manure, 
or cultivation. He must buy machinery. With 
all this, lucrative as this cultivation is, it is 
perilous. The crop might wholly fail, or the 
demand might suddenly cease. No peasant can 
from his own resources provide himself with the 
cash necessary to bear these heavy exjMjnscs and 
to tide him over the bad years. Much of the 
land was suitable for the cultivation of the vine 
or of other noble fruit-trees, but how is a peasant, 
the lord of ten acres, to live during the five or 
eight years that must pass before his vines or 
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his mangoes come into bearing ? There being 
no cheap and accessible capital, the hardy and 
laborious peasant of Adilpur, with his excellent 
lands, was compelled eternally to cultivate the 
simple food crop of the district, millet, and as 
he had now been growing this voracious crop on 
the same soil for about fifty years without 
rotation, fallow, deep ploughing, or thorough 
manuring, the crops w'ere becoming thin and 
diseased. 

The condition of the weavers was piteous to 
behold. The men, women, and children of the 
family, working fi’om darlmess to darkness, 
could, in favourable seasons, just keep a thatched 
roof over their head and water and stale bread 
in their bellies. When I saw these miserable 
creatures, and walking among them at the time 
of pestilence saw how they died at a touch, I 
thought of the ])ampcred operatives of the 
factory centres I had known, and thought that 
it was possible that the capitalist also might 
find mercy. 

In like manner were the shepherds, a wild, 
clownish, but attractive race, not resembling in 
any way Thyrsis or Damon, and very remote 
from Arcady and the slopes of Etna, plunged 
into poverty — a poverty hardy no doubt and a 
mother of the virtues, and not squalid like that 
of the town dw'ellers, but unnecessarily harsh 
and oppressive to the women, the children, and 
the aged. They also could not afford to run 
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risks, nor could they buy good stock or build 
folds and shearing-sheds, nor could they wait 
for the market. They must stand and fall by 
their old friends the little, active, hardy, stunted, 
blackish sheep and goat of their fathers, each 
animal producing a few ounces of wool or hair 
the year. One year of disease among the animal^, 
and a hundred families of free shepherds sank 
into the position of unskilled landless labourers 
working for starvation wages. 

Now if this was an economic fable, such as 
was fashionable in the good old days of the 
Edgworths and the Martineaus, I should depict 
the coming of some Man of Ross, some Barlow- 
trained Sandford, some Mcde<jm de Campagne, 
and after the passing of a few years, diversified 
by the triumphs of reason and philosophy, I 
should depict Adilpur as a paradise of Cockayne, 
with not a pauper or a criminal within twelve 
miles of it. Its wealth would be decupled, and 
the inhabitants, dressed in neat new clothes, 
would have ample leisure to stand at the doors 
of their neat new cottages, salaaming to their 
benefactor as he took his walks abroad in the 
cool of the evening. A good business man with 
lots of loose capital, infinite patience and deter- 
mination, an iron constitution, a thorough know- 
ledge of the technical side of agriculture, weaving, 
and sheep farming, and, above all, with a pull 
at headquarters, might not have performed all 
these miracles, but he would have made his 
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fortune, and have enormously improved the con- 
dition of the country in benefiting himself ; but 
the gods did not send to Adilpur a Man of Boss, 
a Sandford, or a Mede^in de Campagne ; they 
sent Chaturbhuj. 

He started by advancing grain to the culti- 
vators at the time of sowing. I had the pleasure 
of unravelling some of these accounts after they 
had been running for fifteen years or so. At the 
time of sowing, one bushel of grain would be 
advanced, on the promise of the repayment of 
one bushel and three-quarters at the time of 
harvest. This might be fair enough, for, of course, 
the cash price of grain is much less at the time of 
harvest than at the time of sowing. But if the 
stipulated amount was not paid, as it rarely 
was, the stipulated amount — namely, one bushel 
and three-quarters — would be counted as a fresh 
loan, to be paid again with 75 per eent interest 
in six months. After a client had dealt for a 
few' years wdth Chaturbhuj in this w'ay, the 
original one bushel advance liad grown into a 
debt of ten, and this in spite of periodical partial 
payments of about three bushels in all. The 
value of the grain advances, nominal or actual, 
would now' be calculated in cash, and the debtor 
would pledge his fields as security. By this 
time Chaturbhuj had by him a considerable 
sum in cash, obtained by dealing in the com 
paid to him in partial settlement bj'^ his debtors, 
and he could now' deal with a superior class of 
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cultivator. Such a man would not need advances 
of seed-com, but might well need cash loans for 
building a wall, for purchasing cattle, for marry- 
ing a daughter, or for a law-suit. He would find 
Chaturbhuj a kind and sympathetic banker. i It 
is true the interest charged was rather high, 
15 per cent, with a deduction from the capital 
of the first year’s interest, but, given reasonable 
luck, there should be no difficulty in paying off 
capital and interest in a year or two. Only 
somehow the good luck did not materialise, and 
far from paying off the capital the debtor found 
it hard to pay the interest, and Cdiaturbhuj was 
in no hurry. Fresh bonds, therefore, were 
passed for the interest in arrear, thc'se bonds 
themselves naturally at 15 per cent, until a time 
had come when it was clear that the debt had 
reached a figure which the debtor could never 
pay. A settlement of accounts would then be 
made, some of the debt would be remitted, and 
for the remainder the debtor would ]>ledge his 
lands. In this way little by little almost 
the whole of the lands of Adilpur and its 
dependent villages passed into the control of 
Chaturbhuj. 

Chaturbhuj was now pretty well master of the 
situation. No one dared offend hiiii for fear of 
being sold up. He was under no obligation to 
pass receipts for payment, or to show any debtor 
his accoimts. He received his payments in 
kind, and could enter them to the credit of his 
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debtor at any cash value he thought fit. One 
would hardly believe what the power of compound 
interest is until one has gone into one of these 
usurious transactions from beg innin g to end. 

This question of compound interest is interest- 
ing : it is one of the things that show how un- 
mathematical is the mind of man. Mathematic- 
ally it is all the same whether I lend £100, or 
am not paid £100 which is my due. If I lend 
£100 I should expect to receive, say, £105 after 
a year. Similarly if I am not paid £100, 1 should 
expect, when 1 was paid, to receive £105. But 
man will never be convinced that it is the same 
thing for me positively to advance £100 from 
my own pocket as it is negatively not to put 
into my pocket £100 which is my due. If Judas 
had bought a field with the thirty pieces of silver, 
he, his heirs, executors, and assigns might peace- 
fully have drawn three shillings a year rent 
from the date of transaction to the present time ; 
but if his representatives were nov to claim the 
, original sum (with accumulated interest at 10 per 
cent up to this year of grace), they would be 
thought unreasonable. We feel, insthictively and 
iUogically, that we pay interest to compensate 
the ‘lender for the positive deprivation of well- 
being that we have caused him, and that as a 
negative deprivation is not so keenly felt, par- 
ticularly when such negative deprivation is of 
old date, it does not need compensation at so 
high a rate. 
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In his dealings with the weavers, these poor 
devils who had nothing to pledge except their 
skill and industry, Chaturbhuj advanced them 
yam and other materials, and made from time 
to time exiguous advances of grain and spices 
for their wretched meals. On the other han\i, 
they had to deliver to him woven stuffs. From 
time to time he would make up the accotmts, 
and a settlement would be made. As he had a 
pretty free hand in estimating the value of the 
yam supplied and of the stuffs delivered, it is 
not to be wondered at that the balance was 
invariably against the debtor. As the creditor 
possessed the power of consigning his debtor to 
the civil prison for six months, the weaver 
class became thoroughly tamed and docile. With 
the shepherds Chaturbhuj had little to do. He 
supplied them from time to time v'ith food, 
clothes, and cash, and took in return tlu; produce 
of their flocks, but he never cartel to push mattc'rs 
to extremes with them. He. would have seen 
himself under the necessity of going up into the 
hills and pastures to dun these elusive and 
migratory people, and the pros])ect was not 
attractive. He thought they were wild and 
lawless people, who would be apt to settle accounts 
with a blow of a cudgel if pressed too far. In 
this I tliink he wronged the shepherds. All 
Indians are very punctilious in paying their just 
debts, because they think that a man who dies 
in debt will go to hell ; but they are sometimes 
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a little hazy as to what their just debts are. I 
have in general found the shepherds extremely 
honourable in such matters, and an x ious that no 
stain should rest on their good name. 

Chaturbhuj w as now a rich man. It is not to 
be supposed that he succeeded without the 
possession of qualities other than mere avarice 
and rutlilessnes.s. To be a successful usurer 
one must }iossess many qualities which are the 
marks of all successful men. The Indian debtor 
is by no means a saint, and he is well versed in 
the arts of delay and evasion, is shrewd, and if 
driven into a comer is apt to fight with any 
weapon, sucli as fraud and collusive transfers ; 
he is moi’covor pretty well versed in chicane. 
To extracit wealtli from poverty is the task of 
intelligence, to extract it from reluctant and 
recalcitrant |)Ovcrty is the art of genius of a 
kind. 

The dealings of Chaturbhuj were harsh and 
uncouscionahlc, and their effect was that in a 
very few velars almost all fhe inhabitants of 
Adilpur and its environs were his serfs. They 
worked hard and ])roduced much, but the whole 
produce went to Chaturbhuj, with the exception 
of tlyit minimum v\’hich enables the serf to live, 
propagate his species, and produce more wealth. 
The people, however, did not regard him with 
much animosity. He was by this time a sort of 
local institution. He was a hard bargainer, but 
he stuck to his bargain, and it was a great con- 

T 
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venience to have in the village a person from 
whom absolutely necessary funds could be ex- 
tracted at a price. 

As for Chaturbhuj himself, he was higlily 
specialised to make money, and like all other 
highly specialised organisations foimd pleai^ure 
in using his specialised abilities. He had no other 
apparent pleasures. His personal expenditure 
would be easily covered for the year by a t\v enty 
pound note. His dress was plain. He spent the 
days arguing with debtors and tenants, and the 
nights studying by the light of a primitive oil 
wdek his accounts. He was, by the way, alleged 
to keep three se^parate sets of accounts, one for 
production to the income tax oflieials, one for 
production in Court, and one for his ow^n use. 
This w’as, I believe, a calumny. He possessed 
but one set, which he refused to produce wdien 
called on by the tinancial or h'gal authorities. 
He spent nothing on the service of tlie gods or 
on festivals. He w as not man-ied. As the years 
passed on he got leaner and leaner, and as tlie 
hoards in his cellar and his silos e\'er grew so 
in proportion grew lus avarice. He vaguely 
looked forward to some happy day when he 
would realise his investments and return ^o his 
native Rajputana, where he would marry, beget 
a son, and endow a temple, but that happy 
day was ever postponed to a more and mortJ 
remote future. 

As time went on the yoke of Chaturbhuj became 



CHATURBHUJ 


291 


more and more irksome to the people. In the 
first place, there was the history of the cattle 
charity. I was riding with one of the local 
Indian officials, and was discoursing with him 
about the condition of the country, and the 
scourge of usury, and I asked him whether he 
had ever known a money-lender of that caste 
do anything for the public from which he had 
made his money ? My companion said : “ We are 
just cojuing to Adili)ur, and there there lives one 
Chaturbhuj, who has as a matter of fact spent a 
lot of money on a cattle trough for the village.” 

1 reflected that these are the latter days, when 
signs and marvels are to be expected, and thought 
I would look into this story. Adilpur was not 
well provided with surface water, and there was 
no very good place for the cattle to drink. Now, 
sure enough, there was a handsome trough 
attached to a well, with a rude hydraulic machine 
by means of which the tiough was kept fuU. 
It appeared that Chaturbhuj had got a free grant 
of the well and the land from the public author- 
ities, had induced the villagers to supply him 
with labour and materials, and had himself 
supjdied the ' directional ability.’ The result 
was .this water charity, and Chaturbhuj was 
charging the owners of cattle twopence a head 
per mouth (or over a hundred i)ounds a year) for 
permission to use it. In compensation he allowed 
some old and worn-out animals to take water 
free if there happened to be any left in the 
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trough when the ‘ paying guests ’ had finished. 
The people did not mind, this exploitation so 
much ; what they did mind was that Chaturbhuj 
had thus monopolised the only i^ossiblc source 
of supply for the village cattle, and was thus 
enabled very successfully to put a screw on \ re- 
calcitrant debtors. “ Pay my demands, or march 
your cattle two miles oil to the river.” 

The inhabitants of Adilpur thought t his device 
inhuman, and one which did not lie within tlu' 
ju’oper sphere of tlie activities of a money-lender. 
What part has a money-lender iu the yu c'vogatives 
of kings ? and it is the prerogative of a king to 
('.stablish a monoj)oly in public franchises. Still 
less were they ydeasod with the action of Chatur- 
bhuj in connection witli the scarcity and the grain 
supply. By this time Chaturbhuj controlled 
nearly all the grain supydy of the townslii]). 
The croj), as soon as it was reaped, y)assed into 
his silos, or at least was held at his dis]K)sal by 
his debtors ajifl friends. A great deal he sold 
year by year at the prices which appeared most 
favourable, for he could wait for his market. 
Part he hoanled, for grain stored in silos will 
keep good for many years. Part he kept at the 
dis]X)Siil of his custornens and clients. This •year, 
hoAvever, the rains failed over a great ]>art of 
Southern India, and there was every likelihood 
of a famine. In such circumstances the wildest 
gambling in food-stuffs takes place in the great 
commercial towns, and the jirice of cereals 
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fluctuates preposterously almost from hour to 
hour according to baseless rumours and fraudu- 
lent crop estimates. In such a case it is natural 
for the merchant who possesses stores of saleable 
grain to sit tight and wait for events. Conse- 
quently at the beginning of a famine, grain 
seems to vanish from the face of tlie earth. In 
the present conjuncture, therefore, it was natural 
and proper of Chaturbhuj to sit tight on his 
saleable grain, and no one blamed him for doing 
what was natural and proper. But he went 
further. He imagined that the scarcity would 
turn into a famine, and that grain would be very 
scarce, and wmuld consequently reacli a far 
higher pric-(>. than was now obtainable. Anxious, 
therefore, to retain in his power as much grain 
as possible, he refused to advance or sell grain 
to any of his clients, debtors, or customers at 
any price w liatsoever. As for many years he 
bad been the sole source of suj)ply of the retail 
trade, and as all the labourers, weavers, mechanics, 
and small farmers had been accustomed to get 
their w'cekly supply of food from him and from 
him only, this was really tantamount to a sen- 
tence of death on half the population. It was 
trueJthat there was no legal obligation on Chatur- 
bhuj to sup})ly the bazaar, but the empty belly 
is deaf to legal arguments, and there was a very 
strong moral obligation on him to feed the people, 
for they were, after all, by this time all his serfs 
or slaves, and a master is bound to feed his 
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servants. Accordingly a band of respectable 
heads of houses of the smaller people met to- 
gether, and went to the house of Chaturbhuj, 
begging him to release sufficient grain to supply 
the bazaar. He refused. The meeting thereon 
themselves opened one of the silos, and distribu^d 
the contents to all and sundry. I wish I cor^d 
say that they sold the grain at a reasonable 
price, and set aside the price to the owner, but 
I must confess that they did not push their 
gravity and public spirit to that extent. Tliey 
filled their own bags, anti let who would carry 
away as much as he hked. The loss was not very 
serious, but the offence was, and to Chaturbhuj 
it was like the dagger of death. He represented 
to the authorities, and quite correctly, that if 
lawlessness of this kind was permitted, no one 
would care to import, export., or economise 
com, and that towards the end of the famine 
every one would necessarily die of starvation. 
The authorities acted promptly. The ringleaders 
of the riot were arrested, tried, and con\’ieted. 
A fine was laid on the village to compensate the 
victim. At the same time a hint was given to 
Chaturbhuj that it would be well if he would 
be a little more concihatory in the matter of 
supplying the bazaar, as if there was a serious 
riot Government might avenge him but might 
not be able to save him. Reluetantly, therefore, 
and with bitter sighs, he sold week by week at 
the highest possible price, what wcevilled and 
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musty grain he possessed, abominable stuff and 
productive of serious intestinal troubles. In a 
few weeks good rain fell, prices fell, and all was as 
before, but the people remembered these exploits 
with no very kindly remembrance. 

Still the patience of Indians seems almost 
inexhaustible, and the oppression being a com- 
mon oppression it was felt as less oppressive. A 
tyrant can generally with safet}' defy the in- 
dignation of tlie general public, but he must 
beware of tlie resentment of one or of a few. 
After all what is everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business, but to be picked out from the many as 
an object of insult and injury, that will gall the 
man most \\ rapi)ed round with sloth and base- 
ness. Unfortunately for himself Chaturbhuj now 
went too far, and still more unwisely he picked 
out for s])ecial injury a man who was certain to 
resent it. 

There was adjacent to Adilpur a small viUage 
which was the family estate of Sikandar Shah. 
Sikandar Shah was a Sayyad of undoubted 
descent. His ancestors had come from Arabia 
in the time of the small independent Kings of the 
South, and had risen to high office. At the time 
when Aurangzeb decided to bring all India 
under one umbrella, the head of the family was 
vazir to one of the local princes. He betrayed 
his master to the Sultan of Delhi, and on the 
fall of the kingdom was rewarded with rich fiefs 
and regalities. The revolution of two hundred 
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years has much reduced the estate, junior 
branches had detached appanages, much had 
been wasted in debauchery, much in litigation, 
and the present head of the family was left with 
one village only in w hich was situated the ancestral 
manor-house and the tombs of the ancestors. 
Some years before Sikandar Shah had been much 
embarrassed by the appearance of an impostor 
who claimed to be the brother of Sikandar’s 
father, and as such entitled to a share in the 
estate. In order to defeat this impostor’s claims 
in the Courts, it was necessary to raise money, 
and in order to hamper or elude the impostor, 
in case he succeeded in establishing his claim, 
Sikandar proposed to raise that inoncy, not by 
an open mortgage on his last remaining village, 
but by a fictitious and nominal sale'. Chatur- 
bhuj was the financier and the conveyances 
purported to effect an out-and-out sale of the 
whole property for a sum equivalent to about 
half its value, and a lease, by the purchaser 
Chaturbhuj to the old owner, permitting him to 
hold the estate for seven years, at a rectal equiva- 
lent to ten i>er cent on the a mom it of the pur- 
chase money. There was a contemporaneous 
oral agreement that on repayment of the ^jur- 
chase money, and all outstanding arrears of rent, 
Chaturbhuj w'^ould retransfer the estate to vSikan- 
dar Shah. This method of securing a loan is very 
common in India, and was originally a device 
of the Muhammadans, wdio regard the taking of 
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interest as a sin, but who have no objection to 
the exaction of rent. Sikandar Shah supposed 
that he would have exploded the claims of his 
bogus uncle within seven years, and would have 
no difficulty in paying off the loan, as, though 
poor himself, he had wealthy friends, and was 
indeed on account of his descent looked up to 
by many as their religious preceptor. 

The law of evidence of British India is con- 
tained in a very small Act of about one hundred 
sections, and is a codification by an experienced 
Enghsh jurist of the law of evidence as it has 
been laid down in England by numerous judicial 
decisions. Few people know what a blessing a 
strict law of evidence is till they have perused 
the records of trials held in countries whose legal 
system admits no law' of evidence, except the 
curiosity of the trying judge. Still all blessings 
have their reverses, and the English law of 
evidence is not wholly suited for Indian condi- 
tions. The developers of that law' Avere dealng 
with cases tried by a jury. In the first place 
it w'as necessary to guide the jury, men who were 
shrew'd and bonest no doubt, but were amateur 
investigators, who might easily be led into error 
by, sophistries and fallacies. The Enghsh law 
therefore roughly lays doAvn wdiat evidence is in 
general credible, and worthy of consideration, 
and rigorously excludes all other evidence from 
the trial. Now it is quite possible that pieces of 
evidence which are generally true and vital in 
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England may be false and nugatory in India. 
Similarly much may be excluded, and rightly, in 
England which would be interesting and valu- 
able in India. Moreover, in England jurors are 
busy men, and must not be kept trying cases dor 
weeks, while there were not many judges, ajnd 
these were strictly liekl to time and place by t^e 
assize system. Thus the investigation of cases 
in Court must be made as short as possible. In 
civil cases a very rigorou-s systtan of pleading 
sprang up, and the law of evidtaice simply would 
not allow to b(' raised any plea which might 
probably be false and fraudulent. 

Among other provisions of this latter kind, it 
provide.s that a man is not allowed to affirm 
and deny at his own sweet will. If, then, a 
man admits solemnly in writing that hi* is a 
tenant, he is not allowed to deny his landlord’s 
title. Similarly if a man holds himself out to 
aU the world as having sold his lands, by execut- 
ing a sale deed, he is not allowed to plearl that 
he did not sell, but merely pledged his lands. 
This is quite a reasonable stipulation in England, 
where there has not been for long an op])ressive 
government, and where men, therefoie, have no 
hesitation in (‘xposing the exact nature of their 
estates, and where, mort'over, tangible property 
is in the hands of a few wealthy men •who can 
command excellent professional advice. In India, 
however, property is tlivided in very small parcels 
among millions of holders, who have no better 
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legal advice in most cases than what can be 
obtained from a public letter writer, or at best 
some tout who plies between poor htigants and 
dishonest pleaders. Moreover, the instinct of 
every Indian is to conceal the amount of his 
wealth, or the nature of his interest in any given 
jheee of property. It would take too long to 
investigate why this is so, but it is the fact, 
and the probability is that in 90 per cent of the 
transfers executed outside the Presidency towns 
the conveyances do not represent the real deaUngs 
between the parties. 

The Courts in India had long been accustomed 
to disregard the provisions of the Statute laAV, 
and they allowed litigants to set up the real 
nature of the transactions, in spite of the most 
formal and solemn conveyances in writing, so 
that the judges became most expert in deducing 
from circumstantial evidence what those trans- 
actions were. At last, however, litigation arose 
between a European firm and an Indian Zamin- 
dar. Both parties were wealthy and powerful, 
and the amount at stake was considerable. The 
question turiu;d on this very point. Here was 
a sale deed. Was that conclusive evidence that 
tltf! transaction which it recorded was a sale and 
nothing else ? The Courts in India investigated 
into the matter, and on consideration of the 
circumstantial evidence held that it was not a 
sale. The defeated litigant now went to London 
to the Privy Council. Tlie Privj' Council, used 
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to a more rigorous system of pleading than that 
then current in India, and used to the doctrine 
of estoppel, was surprised that the question 
could ever have been raised, turned up the 
Evidence Act, and pointed out, with perfect 
truth, that in India by statute, as in England\by 
precedent, a man was bound by his admissiobs, 
and that it was therefore not open to a party 
to a solemn deed to plead or prove that the 
transaction apparently effected by that deed had 
not been so effected, but that the provisions of 
the deed were in fact modified or nulhfied by 
some contemporaneous oral agreement. This 
ruling was binding on the Indian C’ourts, and 
was rapidly applied by them to all outstanding 
cases. The result was most devastating, and 
the statute law was ultimately modified so that 
it caused little or no hard.ship. 

In the meantime, however, the law was the 
law, and knowledge of it rapidly filtered down 
to the money-lenders. It was good news for 
them. They had for yc^ars been insisting on the 
execution by their debtors of mortgage bonds in 
this very form — namely, in the form of sales, 
with a condition for repayment expressed orally. 
In respect of these transactions, then. fore, they 
now saw themselves converted by a single judg- 
ment into owners of the fee-simple instead of 
mere holders of pleflges. The ])osition was much 
like that of a banker who allows an overdraft of 
two hundred pounds against securities worth four 
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hundred, who should suddenly sec himself with 
the debt cancelled and the security transferred 
to him lock, stock, and barrel. 

Sikandar Shah had now defeated his bogus 
uncle, and was anxious to regain the full owner- 
ship of his lands. He raised money from his 
friends and disciples, calculated the amount of 
the loan and arrears of interest due to Chatur- 
bhuj, and ajjproached Cliaturbhuj with a request 
for reconveyance on receipt of his dues. Chatur- 
bhiij expressed surprise, said that he had bought 
the lands, and was the sole owner. A quarrel 
ensued ; Sikandar Shah refused to pay the rent, 
and filed a suit for re.storation of his lands. 
Chaturbhuj hied a cross-suit for ejectment and 
the expulsion of Sikandar from the village. All 
the arts of chicane and })erjury were exhausted, 
but the. case was, on the law as it then stood, too 
clear, and Silvandar was ordered to vacate on a 
fixed day. 

Sikandar looked round him on the fertile 
fields, both those of his domain and those of 
his tenants, on his groves of fruit-trees, on his 
wells and weirs and tanks. He looked on the 
old manor-house which had in days gone by 
repelled many a wild foray ; he looked at the 
gateway through which a young prince of his 
house had ridden his last ride to a fatal field of 
battle— a gateway once hospitably o].>en to the 
bard, the ascetic, the guest, and the mendicant, 
but now for evei’ walled up as sacred and accursed. 
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He looked on the tombs of his ancestors and on 
his women and young children, homeless now. 
He cursed his enemy with a bitter curse, and pre- 
pared to die in arms on his threshold. 

His curse was not unheard. There u^as in , his 
family a certain Brahmin steward whose fan^ly 
had been attached in that cai)acity to the famUy 
of his master for many generations. He was a 
faithful and devoted servant. I do not mean 
that he did not rob his master as fully as he 
dared, but he would let no one else rob him. 
He might well have used his power in the house 
for sinister ends, but he would ratlier die than 
betray a secret confided to him by his lord. He 
regarded the Sayyad as a filthy kind of Turk and 
pariah, but he devoted his whole energy (after 
providing for himself) to advancing the interest 
and prestige of that master. He could no more 
bear to think of the family of Sikandar beggared 
and exiled from their paternal lands than he 
could conceive of the sun’s falling from its place 
and following the wandering course of a comet. 
Moreover, what in that case would ]ia])])en to his 
own comfortable place and profits, lic'it and other- 
wise ? And the young ladies, what was to happen 
to them ? Were they to beg their bread V Wby, 
he had been the favourite of eveiy one of them 
from their cradles till they had become veiled. 
Something must be done. He would consult 
Abd-ul-Murteza. 

This was, as will be seen, a serious step, and 
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that it was taken at this conjuncture by the 
agents of Sikandar Shah has often made me 
wonder whether there was not more in the case 
than meets the eye. Why for instance this 
extreme bitterness of Chaturbhuj against Sikan- 
dar, a bitterness which induced Chaturbhuj, 
contrary to tlie character of a prudent money- 
lender, to extirpate his debtor ? Why this re- 
course by Sikandar to ultimate and desperate 
remedies, when his resources were by no means 
at an end ? There is a possible suggestion. 
Chaturbhuj was, as I have said, not married, 
and had no permanent female domestic. He was 
now somewhat stricken in years, but was hale 
and hearty. He belonged to a tough stock, and 
constant exercise and spare diet had preserved 
him fi'oin the degeneration which dogs the 
wealthy sedentary and sweetmeat-eating Oriental. 
Consequently he felt the need of feminine society, 
and in his celibate condition was foiced to fall 
bacjk on the more or less compulsory services 
of the female relatives of his more desperate 
debtors. These services were not rennmerated, 
nor were they taken in part paynient of the debt 
of the husbands or fathers; they were regarded 
as ^windfalls or bonuses accruing in addition to 
the lawfully claimed profits of financial trans- 
actions. Still, naturally, Chaturbhuj would look 
with some leniency on debtors who had obliged 
him in this matter. He might give a longer day 
for payment which in any case might never be 
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made, he might remit some part of debt, wholly 
irrecoverable, he might even make a small further 
advance to a debtor, embarrassed indeed, but 
not hopelessly insolvent. After all necessity 
knov's no law. It is I think possible that Chhtur- 
bhuj may have attempted to extend his opVra- 
tions in this line into the family of Sikaiidar 
Shah, or one of liis close relatives, or dependants, 
and have met with an ignomiiiious re})ulse. 
This I say is possible, but not certain, for who 
would dare to interrogate, or to rei)ly to inter- 
rogations on so delicate' a matte'r ? If this con- 
jecture is correct there could be no rloubt tJiat 
the matter at issue betAveen Cliaturbhuj anrl 
Sikandar aacs a case for Abd-ul-Murtcza. 

Abd-ul-Murtcza was at one- time a Muham- 
madan of no birth or bn'tiding called Pirn. He 
had picked uj) his living in many shady Avays, 
Avas totally ignorant or eandess of the ordinances 
of religion, a\ as grievously suspected by the jxjlic e 
of participation in a heinous murder, and aa;is 
in fact entering the long and arduous roa«l AAdiich 
leads the bazaar loafer to the Andamans or the 
gibbet. One night, hoAvevor, he had a vision. 
A Shining One ajjpeared to him, inflicted on him 
a tremendous beating, and reproached hinj^for 
his sinful life. Tliese spiritual experiences are 
not uncommon in India. Piru Ava.s convinced 
of the objectivity of his vision, decided that he 
was on the road to hell, and obeyed the call. 
He made a formal act of contrition, and bt;- 
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lieving that his nocturnal visitor was the Prophet 
Ali, took the name of Abd-ul-Murteza ( . . . al 
murteza being one of the titles of the Imam.) 
He became and remained to the last extremely 
strict in the observances of his rehgion, and 
observed every jot and tittle of the law. But 
this did not satisfy him. He resolved to make 
pilgrimage, and, according to his own account, 
he visited not only Mecca and Medina, but also 
Najaf in Mesopotamia, Mashhad in Khorasan, 
and Mazar on the borders of Bactria. Thence he 
returned tlirougli Afghanistan to India and his 
homelands. On what he had Uved and how he 
had been supported on this tremendous journey 
I do not know ; He knows. Who provides all that 
He has created with dail}’ bread, neglecting 
neither the sultan on his throne nor the prisoner 
in the dark dungeon, and juovides, be it noted, 
for the young fawns indeed tender grass, but for 
the hyaena its carrion. 

For it appeared that Abd-ul-Murteza had by 
no means profited by his pilgrimage. He was, 
as I have said, rigorous in the practice of ritual, 
and had a tincture of theosophy, but was very 
('troneous in his ethics. He had, I imagine, at 
soMne point in his travels come into contact 
with some dangerous and depraved sect of 
dervishes. He at lii’st took up his quarters in 
Bombay. He had some knowledge of magic 
and of the silly tricks of the conjurer, professed 
great sanctity and purity of life, and averred 

r 
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that he had advanced far on the mystic path. 
He obtained much influence as a sort of religious 
preceptor among certain wealthy classes, both 
Hindu and Muhammadan. Although his clients 
were wealthy and generous, he took but smaD 
gifts, and those with reluctance. If any poor 
man came and asked for an alms, he would say : 
“ 1 have nothing of my own, but it is possible 
that I may help you.” Then extending his 
empty hand into the air and shutting it, he would 
draw it back to him suddenly, and o})ening it 
disclose two or three good IJiitish rupees, and 
present them to the suppliant. It as in con- 
nection witl) tliis practice that somt' \’oltairean 
said that ho liad always known that Queen 
Victoria was a mighty monarcJi, but that he 
had not kno\\n that slio had attained to such 
a height of greatness that the mints of heaven 
coined money in her name. In addition to this, 
he used to give to iiis clients ti]>s on the Cotton 
Exchange. It was this tliat ruined Jiim, for the 
tips began to go wrong, and liis votaries began 
to lose money ; but if a man <,'aimot keep liis 
promise to make us rich in this world, how- 
can we rely on his promises to make us rich in 
the next and the blessings of the next ? Thus 
men began to look doubtfully on him, and he 
thought it well to retire before he; was utterly 
discredited. He therefore left Bombay and 
betook himself to the hill fort of Burj, Burj 
is a small hill fort situated on an isolated pe^k 
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of that range of hills which, as I have said 
before, was situated at no great distance from 
Adilpur, and formed excellent pasture land for 
sheep. The village itself and the fort is situated 
on foreign territory, which is surrounded on all 
sides by lands under the direct rule of the Govern- 
ment of India. At the summit of the hiU is the 
fort itself, some ruler of old times having scarped 
the sides of the mountain, and built walls, 
bastions, and guardrooms on the plateau. In 
this enceinte is a tank of good drinking water 
wliich never fails. Half-way down the hill is 
another wall, now mostly ruinous, which, in the 
days when the fort was occupied, protected the 
wives and families of the garrison and the sutlers 
and other dependants. Half-way between the 
lower wall and the fort proper is a level space 
covered with tombs, which is called the Meeting 
Place of the Martyrs. The story is forgotten, 
but presumably the name indicates that here 
some Muhammadan garrison was surprised and 
massacred by some pagan enemy. Among the 
tombs was one largish tomb with a dome and 
gallery, which most probably was that of the 
commandant. 

This hill was more or less dereUct, the village 
at its foot being small, and having plenty of 
good grazing land more easily accessible. Abd- 
ul-Murteza took up his abode in the fort, repair- 
ing a few of the half-ruinous buildings, and 
giving out that the tomb, which, I have said. 
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was probably that of some truculent fighting old 
Turk or Pathan, was in reality the tomb of an 
eminent saint, repaired it and whitewashed it, 
and constituted himself the custodian, lighting 
lamps at night, reciting prayers at the foot of 
the sepulchre, and keeping anniversaries. New 
saints are ah^ays attractive to the Avorshippers 
of saints, and pilgrims Avere soon attracted to 
this neAv place of visitation. The stimt was found 
a most successful intercessor, and a liberal 
ansAverer of vows. His slirinc Avas resorted to 
from all quarters, and he iioaa' bc^gaii to Avork 
miracles. By this time Abd - ul - Murteza had 
collected round him a good many disciples and 
satellites, and tlu“ fort Avas Ix'ginning to assume 
the aspect of a fortified A'illage. No one inter- 
fered. The villagers of Burj projxT Avere, of 
course, delighted at the honour shown to then' 
village by the manifestations of the saint, and 
made good profits from the pilgrim traffic. The 
village AA'as not in British India, so no duty Avas 
laid on the officers of tlu; Covf'rnment to inter- 
fere, and the rulers of the Indian State, in Avhich 
Burj Avas situated, Avere remote and careless, 
and Avith its local officers Abd-ul-Murtcza knew 
well how to deal. Thc' result was that in a few 
years there was situatexl there a fanatical colony, 
holding a position so strong that it could not be 
1‘educed except by the use of howitzers, or by the 
slow and doubtful operatiojis of blockade, 

Thc Adllagcs on this side and on that of thc 
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boundary between British India and a large 
Indian State are, as is natural, often the resort of 
criminals. There is no border police commission, 
and perhaps some departmental jealousy exists 
between our police force and that of the State 
concerned. Moreover, aU Indian States are ex- 
cessively touchy as regards their independence, 
and do not look with a favourable eye on attempts 
by British officers to exercise any sort of juris- 
diction over their subjects. Hence robbers, 
smugglers, swindlers, and all that class may 
(hke the Armstrongs of the Debateable Land of 
old days) successfully defy the insulted laws by 
a timely migration from one side of an imaginary 
line to the other. Burj was ideally situated for 
an Alsatia. The British police could not get at 
it becaust! it was in foreign territory. The State 
police were not particularly anxious to get at 
it, and in any case could not have done so with- 
out passing through British territory. Criminals 
are by nature* sui)erstitious, and the criminals on 
both siiles of the border for fifty miles north and 
south attonied to the Saint of Burj, paid him 
tht'ir vows, invoked his blessing, and remuner- 
nt(‘d him for the success of their enterprises by a 
pn^ nient of a tenth of the spoil. 

1 have no <lctails of the intervieAV or interviews 
which took place between Abd-ul-Murteza and 
Gangadhur, the agent of Sikandar Shah. I can 
imagine that the Brahmin was very smooth and 
•non-committal, but that nevertheless the Mussul- 
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man obtained the assurances that he required, 
and the information wliich he needed. Abd-ul- 
Murteza was now totally blind, but had trained 
his daughter in the sciences on which he relied. 
When he returned to his eyrie from his last inter- 
view, he called for his daughter, and she brought 
the ephemeris, and constructed an astrological 
scheme, from which it appeared that the most 
suitable time for an attempt would be the tenth 
night of the first half of the month, distant 
about a fortnight hence. A hurry-call was sent 
out to the lieutenants and captains of cii'(tk“S, 
and they collected at Burj from everj' side. 

In the raeamihilc Chaturbhuj felt no un- 
easiness, and had even neglected to engage a 
watchman. For years he had had two decrcjiit 
old men, who slept or coughed on a comer of 
his verandah from sunset to sunrise. Thc}' were 
members of a criminal tribe, and were kept, not 
for their devotion, their strength, or their valour, 
but because, being criminals, they guarantei'd, 
merely by their presence, that their caste-brothers 
would make no attack on the house where tluy 
were employed. To regard as sacrosanct a 
house so guarded was not so long ago a strict 
point of honour among the criminal tribes stricUy 
so called, and these tribes also admitted a liability 
to compensate a householder in wdiosc house, so 
guarded, a robbery took place ; but these ancient 
and laudable customs have now fallen into great 
decrepitude. One of Chaturhhuj’s two watch- 
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men had died of mere old age, while the other, 
shortly afterwards, left his service on some 
trivial pretext. Chaturbhuj should have taken 
warning from this last incident, but regarded 
it merely as an excellent chance of saving ten 
shillings a month, for a few months, till he could 
hire a new man. But time went on, and no new 
man wa.s hired. 

A young Arab told me that he went to the 
house of Chaturbhuj, hearing that he needed 
a watc liman and expecting to be engaged, for 
there was then a fashion among rich Hindus to 
engage xVrabs as guards. Their advantage was 
that they were very brave, very faithful, had no 
local comrections, and w^erc dreaded by the 
ptiople. The negotiations failed on the (question 
of terras. The Arab swore by Imad-ud-dm that 
he would not im])eril his immortal soul by serving 
a polytheist as a swashbuckler for anything less 
than twenty nipces a month, while Chaturbhuj 
aven-cd that he never had paid and never would 
pay more than seven. After much haggling 
Chaturbhuj rose to ten, while the Arab descended 
to tifteen. Here they stuck, and here the negoti- 
ations w'ere broken off. Had Chaturbhuj en- 
gaged a couple of Arabs, very likely that would 
not have befallen which did befall. But in 
fact,” said the Arab, gettmg in his ancient j^t, 
“ 1 come from Hazaramaut, and to him also 
Hazara maut (death was present). 

In the meantime the tenth night was ap- 
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projwhing and the spies of Abd-ul-Murteza. had 
reported to him fuljy the lie of the land. He 
had worked out a complete plan of campaign 
and communicated it to his lieutenants, tolling 
them that, if they adhered to his commfmds, 
then a blessing would attend them, but th^t if 
they divagated then destruction should be theirs. 
In consequence of these orders about twehty 
men travelling singly, or at most in parties of 
three, collected about midnight in Tukaram’s 
grove. 

There was as I have said a river about two 
miles from Adilpur. At one point tiie strc'am 
had divided, leaving a small ej'ot in the midst. 
The eyot was wedge-shaped, and uas covered 
with dense trees, but, at the broadest part, 
there was a (.learing in the wood, wliero at one 
time some Rajah had had a pleasure-house. The 
place was not frequented even now when the 
river was nearly dry, because it had a very bad 
reputation, botli as being the resort of snakes, 
and also as being haunted. This ])lacc was 
known as Tukaram’s grove, and it was here that 
the robber banrl collected about midnight, and 
awaited the coming of the Adilpur contingent. 
They gathered round the ruins of the sumnwr- 
house, where they lit a fire, which was concealed 
by the ruins and dense undergrowth. 

It was a perfect night for murder under arms. 
The moon was bright, giving good guidance to 
the assembling brigands, but it would set about 
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two in the morning, when with any luck the deed 
might be done, and pursuit possible. The* sky 
was somewhat overcast, so the treacherous light 
of the stars would be hidden. It was a cold 
night, so that most of the villagers and the 
village watchmen and patrols would be under 
shelter. The omens had been good, and all were 
in high spirits as the Adilpur contingent dropped 
in one by one. When suffieient were assembled, 
the c aptain gave them his orders, as he had re- 
ceived them from Abd-ul-Murteza. One party 
was told off to stand watch on the station road, 
and one on the road to Sikandar’s village. These 
pickets were to arrest or turn back any individuals 
or small jiartics coming towards Adilpur from 
either of those directions. If by evil chance 
some large party, or a party of police, should be 
seen, then the ])ie.ket was to fall back on Adilpur 
as slowly as ])ossible, making as much noise as 
l)ossiblc. Another party was told off to go to the 
village hall where the watchmen, and perhaps 
the village olliccas, might be sleeping. Another 
pail}'’ was to stand in the village square, shout- 
ing and hurling stones down the roads whieh 
debouched there. A few individuals were told 
o5 to stand at certain points round the house of 
Chaturbhuj, with instructions to cut down any 
one who might seem to be coming from that 
quarter. The band, though not well armed as 
things go nowadays, yet was sufficiently pro- 
vided with weapons as things were then. They 

X 
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had succeeded in borrowing five matchlocks 
from respectable landowners who had obtained 
permits to keep firearms on the allegation that 
their fields were devastated by wild boars, and 
who made a respectable income by hiring out the 
weapons so obtained to criminals at five rupees 
a night. Several had slings and swords. ' The 
rest were armed with hatchets, bill hooks, and 
iron-shod clubs. 

When all was arranged and the parties de- 
tailed had taken or were ready to take up their 
posts, the main body of men, numbering about 
twenty, with their faces blackened, and tlu* ends 
of their turbans tied over their mouths, dashed 
into the village towards the liouse of (liaturbhuj 
shouting “ Din ! Din ! *' — tlie v ar-cry of Muham- 
madans. Many of the principal men of tlu? 
village had been out to n festivity at the (!state 
of Sikandar fSliah that day, and liad not re- 
turned, others were lying well wraj)ped up in 
their hou.ses, A whisper had alreafly gone round 
“ It is for Chaturbhuj that they have come ” : 
and no one felt in the slightest degree inclined 
to interfere with armed robbers on his behalf. 
The watchmen, surj^rised while asleep and threat- 
ened with death if they moved, difl not moyp. 
And now the main gang was thunrlering at the 
door of Chaturbhuj, which already showed signs 
of yielding. 

Chaturbhuj had spent a pleasant evening, 
totalling up his l)ooks for the Divali, and was 
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now sleeping in an inner room opening on to a 
gallery, but with a staircase leading up to the 
roof. The shouts and the clamour woke him, 
and he started up. He knew that the dacoits 
were upon him, and that there was small hope of 
rescue. He ran up the stairway on to the roof, 
hoping that he might slip down that way, and 
so escape, and perhaps rouse the village, but as 
he looked over tlie j)arapet he saw and was seen 
by the sentinels. The robbers uttered a howl of 
menace and exultation, and the fugitive saw 
tliere was no help there. There was no place 
of con(‘calmcnt on tlie roof. Down the stahs 
again, and a hurried search for cover. Already 
the front door w as breaking away from its hinges. 
Places after place was scanned and rejected in an 
instant of time. There was a great grain jar 
standing near what had once been the kitchen. 
Into this Chaturblnij crawded and ensconced 


iiimself, and lay trembling. At that moment 
the door gave way, and the robbers rushed into 
the house. Wliat did the poor wretch think of 
during the few moments that were conceded to 
him ? Of the injustice of fate, for he had com- 
mitted no sin V Of the sin of the Government 
which had left him to Ids doom ? Of his hoards 
and the s])eculations now in train which might 
never come into maturity 'i Of his childhood 


in far-off Jilarwar V Of all these things doubtless, 
but doubtless also mostly of life, how^ sw'cet it 
is, and how' gladly he would live a beggar, muti- 
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lated, an object of scorn and loathing to all, if he 
could only live. This, might have been conceded 
to him, fot there wds much ^oil in fight, but 
there were men there who came not for spoil but 
for revenge. These ranged through the house 
seeking everywhere, and in no long timq his 
lurking place was discovered. They dragged 
him out jpith a merry jest, and many a bitter 
(Scoff. 

What then befell I shall not relate. Suffice 
it to say that men who have hated and feared 
are, when they still liate but fear no longer, 
crueller than devils. But when they had worked 
their will, and now only moans came from the 
creature on the floor, they heaped account-books, 
bonds, and title-deeds over the tw> telling mass, 
soaked the whole witli petroleum, ignited the 
pile, and returned well satisfied and satiated to 
their homes. 



